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Bi-Monthly Newsletter April 15, 2021  

Contents for this Issue: 

• Articles Published Since Last Issue 

• Newspaper Copyright Law - An Interpretation 

• Another Online Newspaper Research Quick Sheet Regarding the Use of Nickname in Your 
Search 

• The usual tips, jokes, etc. 

Important Notice for Readers 

The Ancestor Hunt is undergoing a major redesign and a new 
host as well.  Please email me at kenmarksology@gmail.com with 

any problems that you encounter so that I may fix them readily.  

Have You Researched Farming 
Newspapers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out 405 Digitized Farm-
ing and Agricultural Newspa-

pers HERE 

Please Note: Hot Links are in BLUE 

Need Help With Your Research?  Have a Brick Wall? 
 

Sometimes, we need to call in an expert, 
and yes, we may have to pay a few bucks, 
but it’s worth it. 

 

Check out the 4,000 Pros at 

Trace.com 
 

http://theancestorhunt.com/blog/historical-american-farming-newspapers
https://www.trace.com/?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=email&utm_term=hunter&utm_content=interview
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Articles Published Since Last Issue  

− FamilySearch New and Updated Collections – April 

1-15, 2021 

− Free Online Mississippi Marriage Records and In-

dexes 

− Ancestry New and Updated Collections - March 1-

31, 2021 

− Free Online Oklahoma Marriage Records and Index-

es 

− Free Online Florida Marriage Records and Indexes 

− Free Online North Carolina Marriage Records and 

Indexes 

− Free Nebraska Online Cemetery and Burial Records 

− Free Massachusetts Online Cemetery and Burial 

Records 

− Free Rhode Island Online Cemetery and Burial Rec-

ords 

− Free New Hampshire Online Cemetery and Burial 

Records 

− 1,060 Free New England States Online Cemetery 

and Burial Record Collections 

− 25 Lodges, Clubs, or Secret Societies Your Ances-

tor May Have Been a Member Of 

− Free Online Alabama Marriage Records and Indexes 

− Free Online Georgia Marriage Records and Indexes 

− Free Online South Carolina Marriage Records and 

Indexes 

− Free Online Arkansas Marriage Records and Index-

es 

− Free Online Louisiana Marriage Records and Index-

es 

− Free Online Missouri Marriage Records and Indexes 

 

WHAT I AM WORKING ON IN APRIL 
 
FINISH NEW CATEGORY: CEMETERY AND BUR-
IAL RECORDS 
 
CONTINUE MARRIAGES UPDATE 
 
COMPLETE SITE REDESIGN AND NEW HOST 

 

Quirky Old Newspaper Ad  

New From The Newspaper Corner 

− Use Nicknames in Your Newspaper Searches to 

Find 50% More Ancestor Articles 

− Advantage Archives Adds 1.1 Million Historical 

Newspaper Pages - March, 2021 

− Chronicling America Updates - March, 2021 

− British Newspaper Archive Adds/Updates 51 

Titles - March, 2021 

− Find My Past Adds/Updates 78 Historical News-

paper Titles - March, 2021 

http://theancestorhunt.com/blog/familysearch-new-and-updated-collections-april-1-15-2021/
http://theancestorhunt.com/blog/familysearch-new-and-updated-collections-april-1-15-2021/
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-mississippi-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-mississippi-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/ancestry-new-and-updated-collections-march-1-31-2021
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/ancestry-new-and-updated-collections-march-1-31-2021
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-oklahoma-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-oklahoma-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-florida-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-north-carolina-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-north-carolina-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-nebraska-online-cemetery-and-burial-records
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-massachusetts-online-cemetery-and-burial-records
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-massachusetts-online-cemetery-and-burial-records
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-rhode-island-online-cemetery-and-burial-records
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-rhode-island-online-cemetery-and-burial-records
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-new-hampshire-online-cemetery-and-burial-records
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-new-hampshire-online-cemetery-and-burial-records
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1060-free-new-england-states-online-cemetery-and-burial-record-collections
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1060-free-new-england-states-online-cemetery-and-burial-record-collections
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/25-lodges-clubs-or-secret-societies-your-ancestor-may-have-been-a-member-of
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/25-lodges-clubs-or-secret-societies-your-ancestor-may-have-been-a-member-of
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-alabama-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-georgia-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-south-carolina-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-south-carolina-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-arkansas-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-arkansas-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-louisiana-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-louisiana-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-missouri-marriage-records-and-indexes
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/use-nicknames-in-your-newspaper-searches-to-find-50-more-ancestor-articles
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/use-nicknames-in-your-newspaper-searches-to-find-50-more-ancestor-articles
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/advantage-archives-adds-11-million-historical-newspaper-pages-march-2021
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/advantage-archives-adds-11-million-historical-newspaper-pages-march-2021
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/chronicling-america-updates-march-2021
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/british-newspaper-archive-addsupdates-51-titles-march-2021
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/british-newspaper-archive-addsupdates-51-titles-march-2021
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/find-my-past-addsupdates-78-historical-newspaper-titles-march-2021
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/find-my-past-addsupdates-78-historical-newspaper-titles-march-2021
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The Genealogical Proof Standard 

Courtesy Marc McDermott of Genealogy Explained 

https://www.genealogyexplained.com/basics/genealogical-proof-standard
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Useful Articles from Other Sources 

 

Got Old Letters? 

• Save the Envelopes 

What is That Weird Number on the Death Certificate? 

• The “Secret” Codes on Death Certificates That Can Tell You How Your Ancestors Died 

Are You Writing Your Family History? 

• How to Choose What Family Stories to Write 

Are You Freaked Out a Bit Around Cemeteries? 

• 12 Cemetery Superstitions 

Want More from Newspapers? 

• Search Newspapers for Anything 

Are You Researching Missouri Ancestors? 

• Research in Missouri: The Repositories 

Have you Reviewed the Two Newsletter Subscription Options?  
 

Subscription Option 1 

For the last 5 years, if you have subscribed on my site, you receive 5 times a month in your email a simple list of the 

links to articles that I have posted on this website since the prior mailing. Sometimes there are about 10 links and late-

ly, many more.  I am changing the delivery dates to the 7th, the 15th, the 23rd, and the last day of the month. By sub-

scribing, you will receive 4 emails a month. 

 

Subscription Option 2 (new) 

In the past month, I have started publishing a Bi-Monthly Newsletter (This!), with 4 to 8 pages of all kinds of useful (I 

hope) information. It includes links to all the articles published since the previous Bi-monthly newsletter, as well as 

articles that I think you might find interesting from other authors. It also includes research tips, a joke or two, and other 

useful genealogical stuff. By subscribing, you will receive the Bi-monthly email twice a month, on the 15th and the last 

day of the month. 

http://genealogytipoftheday.com/index.php/2021/04/01/save-the-envelopes-2/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/free-genealogy-resources/icd-codes-death-certificates-genealogy/
https://www.treasurechestofmemories.com/choose-which-family-stories-write/
https://blog.billiongraves.com/cemetery-superstitions/
http://genealogytipoftheday.com/index.php/2021/04/10/search-newspapers-for-anything
https://familylocket.com/research-in-missouri-the-repositories/
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Newspaper Copyright Law - An Interpretation 

This article, published in 2017, is reprinted (in part) with permission from Advantage Archives article: “Advantage Ar-
chives & Newspaper Copyright Law”. It will provide you with their interpretation of copyrights as it pertains to newspa-
pers. Please be aware that this is their interpretation and will provide you with an overview of this topic. 

From Advantage Archives: 
 

Copyright 

 
Following the recent announcement of our partnership with the State Historical Society of Iowa, we have outlined our 
mission to microfilm and provide digital access to more than 12 million pages of Iowa newspapers. This exciting new 
project has already generated widespread interest and attention, which has inevitably led to inquiries and requests for 
additional information. We are thrilled at the opportunity to not only take part in this project, but to also engage with the 
community by answering these questions and further sharing our passion for preservation. One reoccurring question is 
regarding publisher’s rights to their content, and what Advantage Archives will do to ensure it is honoring the publisher’s 
wishes for content outside of the public domain. The short answer is simple: “The Advantage Companies value their 
relationships with the publishers. We will respect their copyrights, and will not reuse their copyrighted intellec-
tual property without their written consent.” 
 

What is a copyright? 

 
The copyright laws we refer to apply protection to the works printed in newspapers. Although there is no area of copy-
right law that applies specifically to newspapers, the publishers own both their newspaper and online content. It is their 
intellectual property therefor they have copyright protection. 
 

What is Public Domain? 

 
In discussing newspapers, “Public Domain” refers to publisher’s works not protected by intellectual property laws. The 
public owns these works, not an individual author or artist. Anyone can use public domain work without obtaining per-
mission, but no one can ever own it. 
 

What are the key date ranges for newspaper copyrights? 
 
There are two common ways newspapers enter the public domain: 

• The copyright has expired (pre 1923 or +95 years from publication) 

• The copyright owner failed to follow copyright renewal rules (1923-1989) 
 
Although copyright laws are black and white, there is an area of gray between 1923 and 1977 where some newspapers 

were published without notice of copyright, or within compliance of the copyright law of the day. 

 
Even within this “gray area”, the rules are still spelled out quite clearly, it just takes some research and due diligence. 
These efforts are not required if the publisher grants permission to use the content. At Advantage, we do not believe in 
operating within a “gray area” or providing access to content based on if it is “legal”. Rather, we believe in the newspa-
per publishers’ rights to their intellectual property.  If the copyright was not maintained after 1923 for failure to comply or 
renew, we will not research the status to look for ways in which we are “entitled” to use content after 1923. We would 
much rather collaborate with the publishers. 
 

<1923 1923–1963 1964–1977 >1977 

Yes 

Maybe 

With Notice & Renewed in the 28th year. 

Expires 95 years after publication. 

Maybe 

With a compliant copyright notice. 

Expires 95 years after publication. 

No 
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Newspaper Copyright Law - An Interpretation 

At Advantage, things are pretty black and white:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Articles published 1978 to 1 March 1989, without notice but with registration. If a newspaper didn’t put a copy-
right notice in the paper but registered for copyright protection within five years, it still has copyright protection. 
Most articles published in newspapers were written as works for hire (meaning written by an employee of the 
newspaper). The copyright term for these published articles is 95 years from publication. 
 
Articles published 1 March 1989 to present. These are all covered by copyright for 95 years after publication. 
Again, we’re talking many years before these are public domain — and some won’t go into the public domain 
until the 22nd century!  
 

Here is a summary of the laws as they apply to American newspapers: 

 

• Published Before 1923 it is in the public domain due to copyright expiration 
 

• Published between 1923 -1977 without a copyright notice, it is in the public domain for not complying with 
the copyright law of the time 

 

• Published between 1923-1963 but copyright was not renewed it is in the public domain due to copyright 
expiration. If there was notice and the copyright was renewed, the paper is protected for 95 years after the 
publication date 

 

• Published between 1964 – 1977 with notice, the paper is protected for 95 years after publication date 
 

• Published between 1977 -1989 and published with notice, it is protected for 95 years after the publication 
date 

 

• Published between 1978-1989 without notice, and without subsequent registration within 5 years, is in the 
public domain due to failure to comply with the copyright law of the time. However if it was published without 
notice originally, but registered it within 5 years, it is protected for 95 years from publication. 

 

• Published after 1977 the newspaper is protected for 95 years after the publication date 
 
There are a lot of “if /then” statements between 1923 and today, so Advantage Archives keep it simple: Anything 
after 1923, we need written permission before we will use any of the publisher’s content. Jeff Kiley, Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Advantage, was quoted in an article written by Kyle Munson and published on February 17 in the 
Des Moines Register. He stated: 
 
“There’s that gray fine line between what is right and what is legal” 
 
Advantage will always land on the side of what is “right”, and not rely on a subjective interpretation of what is 
“legal”. If a publisher did not properly comply with the law, renew notice or maintain any number of other techni-
calities regarding their copyright status after 1923, we won’t look for that “loop hole” to exploit. Additionally news-
papers published prior to 1924 that reside in the public domain, we do what is “right” and only place that content 
online after the publisher is provided advance notice. 
 

<1923 >1923 

Yes No 
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Online Newspaper Research Quick Sheet 
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Help Your Ancestors Live Forever - Write Your Family History 

And Write Your Own History While You're At It  

One of my goals in my personal genealogy is to make sure that my ancestors are remembered. Many had no descendants, 
so absolutely no one alive remembers them. That's sad to me, which is why I created a couple of family history websites.  
But recently I have been seeking even better ways to memorialize their lives.  Their stories are important to be documented, 
which might explain why I am such a fan of newspaper research. 

In any case, here are a few tools that I have discovered that provide a unique means to memorialize our ancestors. 

And guess what? We need to produce our own autobiographies. We aren’t getting any younger and memories do fade. 

  

WhooWe 
Produce an online history easily with text, video, and audio 
from online questions on your phone. You can contribute 

content in minute or several minute increments. 

StorySpot 
Produce an online memorial with text, video, timelines, photos, 

favorite songs, and audio, and produce an optional book. 
Great for family reunions also 

Whoowe is available from the AppStore and Google Play. 
Info at whoowe.com Try it out for free. Discount coupon for 

readers coming soon. 

Available at www.storyspot.com. Try it out for free. 25% dis-
count available by using “ANCESTOR” as coupon code. 

  

A Life Untold 
Produce an online history easily with text, video, and audio 
from online questions. Proceed at your own pace, and add 

questions if you like. Very easy to use. 

Audiobiography 
They say the closest you can feel to someone without touching 
them, is hearing their voice. Produce an online autobiography 

or memorial with audio; add photos and coordinate with a 
book. 

Available at A Life Untold. Try it out. 10% discount availa-
ble by using “HUNT as coupon code. 

Available at Audiobiography. Try it out. 10% discount availa-
ble by using “HUNT as coupon code. 

"The Ancestor Hunt" is an affiliate for several of these companies and may receive a small commission should you pur-
chase through this newsletter or the website and/or if you use the coupon codes mentioned above. 

https://www.whoowe.com/
http://www.storyspot.com
https://www.alifeuntold.com/ref/theancestorhunt/
https://audiobiography.com/home?partnerId=kenneth-r-marks195
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Last But Not Least 

The Ancestor Hunt Research Link Categories: 
 
 

Check out The Ancestor Hunt on Social Media 

 

Thank You for being a loyal reader and visiting The Ancestor Hunt. To Subscribe, Click HERE 

Free Stuff from the Southern States 

• Newspapers 

• Obituaries 

• BMD Records 

• Directories 

• Photos 

• Yearbooks 

• Divorce Records 

• Naturalizations  

• Cemetery and Burial Records 

• Mortuary Records 

• Immigration 

• Church Records 

• School Records 

• Voter Lists 

• Coroner Records 

• Probate and Wills 

• Alumni Records 

• 1,689 Free Online Tennessee Collections 

Available Now in 16 Genealogy Record Cate-

gories 

• 1,536 Free Online West Virginia Collections 

Available Now in 16 Genealogy Record Catego-

ries 

• 4,450 Free Online North Carolina Collections 

Available Now in 16 Genealogy Record Cate-

gories 

• 3,132 Free Online Kentucky Collections Available 

Now in 16 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 2,449 Free Online Virginia Collections Availa-

ble Now in 16 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 1,514 Free Online Alabama Collections Available 

Now in 16 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 1,205 Free Online Mississippi Collections 

Available Now in 16 Genealogy Record Cate-

gories 

• 2,214 Free Online Oklahoma Collections Availa-

ble Now in 16 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 1,138 Free Online Arkansas Collections 

Available Now in 16 Genealogy Record Cate-

gories 

• 3,239 Free Online Georgia Collections Available 

Now in 16 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 1,222 Free Online Louisiana Collections 

Available Now in 16 Genealogy Record Cate-

gories 

• 1,756 Free Online Florida Collections Available 

Now in 16 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 4,840 Free Online Texas Collections Availa-

ble Now in 16 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 1,504 Free Online South Carolina Collections 

Available Now in 16 Genealogy Record Catego-

ries 

• 3,753 Free Online Missouri Collections Avail-

able Now in 16 Genealogy Record Categories 

 

https://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=TheAncestorHunt-NewsletterBlog&loc=en_US
https://www.facebook.com/TheAncestorHunt
https://twitter.com/marksology
https://marksology.tumblr.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kennethrmarks/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtBZulebfB25jtRJRJ3btiw
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/newspaper-research-links.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/obituaries.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/bmd-links.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/directories.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/photos.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/yearbooks.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/divorce-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/naturalizations.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/cemetery-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/mortuary-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/immigration.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/church-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/school-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/voter-lists.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/coroner-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/probate-and-wills.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/alumni-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1689-free-online-tennessee-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1689-free-online-tennessee-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1689-free-online-tennessee-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1536-free-online-west-virginia-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1536-free-online-west-virginia-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1536-free-online-west-virginia-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/3132-free-online-kentucky-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/3132-free-online-kentucky-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/december-06th-2020
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/december-06th-2020
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1514-free-online-alabama-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1514-free-online-alabama-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1205-free-online-mississippi-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1205-free-online-mississippi-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1205-free-online-mississippi-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/2214-free-online-oklahoma-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/2214-free-online-oklahoma-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1138-free-online-arkansas-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1138-free-online-arkansas-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1138-free-online-arkansas-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/3239-free-online-georgia-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/3239-free-online-georgia-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/december-08th-2020
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/december-08th-2020
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/december-08th-2020
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1756-free-online-florida-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1756-free-online-florida-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/december-09th-2020
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/december-09th-2020
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1504-free-online-south-carolina-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1504-free-online-south-carolina-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/1504-free-online-south-carolina-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/3753-free-online-missouri-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/blog/3753-free-online-missouri-collections-available-now-in-16-genealogy-record-categories

