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Important Notice for Readers 

The Ancestor Hunt has undergone a major redesign and a new 
host as well.  Please email me at kenmarksology@gmail.com with 

any problems that you encounter so that I may fix them readily.  

Were Your Ancestors  

Canadian? 

 

 

Check out over 4,000 Digit-
ized Canadian Newspapers 

HERE 

Please Note: Hot Links are in BLUE 

Hit a Brick Wall? Need Help? 

Sometimes, we need to call in an expert, 
and yes, we may have to pay a few 
bucks, but it’s worth it. 

 

Check out the 4,000 Pros at 

Trace.com 
 

 

https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/historical-nordic-american-newspapers-online/
https://www.trace.com/?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=email&utm_term=hunter&utm_content=interview
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https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/familysearch-new-and-updated-collections-august-1-15-2021/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/familysearch-new-and-updated-collections-august-1-15-2021/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/ancestry-new-and-updated-collections-july-1-31-2021/
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https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-south-carolina-military-records/
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https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/28-things-you-can-find-in-military-records-to-help-find-your-ancestors/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-nebraska-military-records/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-minnesota-military-records/
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https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-west-virginia-high-school-and-college-yearbooks-online/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-pennsylvania-online-school-records/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-new-york-online-school-records/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-arizona-online-school-records/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-illinois-online-school-records/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/kentucky-online-school-records/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-south-dakota-military-records/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-indiana-military-records/
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https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-tennessee-online-school-records/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/90-million-historic-u-s-newspaper-pages-now-available-from-advantage-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/90-million-historic-u-s-newspaper-pages-now-available-from-advantage-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/genealogybank-adds-updates-88-titles-august-2021/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/chronicling-america-updates-july-2021/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/british-newspaper-archive-adds-updates-157-titles-july-2021/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/british-newspaper-archive-adds-updates-157-titles-july-2021/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/newspaperarchive-update-july-2021/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/find-my-past-adds-updates-129-historical-newspaper-titles-july-2021/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/find-my-past-adds-updates-129-historical-newspaper-titles-july-2021/
https://newspaperarchive.com/?utm_source=everflow&utm_medium=affiliate&oid=2&affid=4&creative_id=5
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What is Crowdsourced User Text Correction (UTC)? 

In a previous newsletter, I introduced you to Veridian, and included an interview that I conducted with Stefan Boddie, the 
CEO of the company behind Veridian Software. Just to repeat: Veridian is the name of the software and service package 
created by DL Consulting, a firm headquartered in Hamilton, New Zealand. 

The Veridian software package has two unique features that are not commonly provided by digital newspaper “vendors”. The 
first, Article Segmentation, was discussed in last months newsletter. In this newsletter, we are discussing their unique fea-
ture that allows for registered users to correct the incorrect text that was created in the OCR process. But rather than me 
trying to explain it, Veridian has given me permission to reprint their discussion of this interesting feature. 

 

The Veridian User Text Correction (UTC) module was developed to improve the “searchability” of our digital archives. The 
feature allows readers to correct errors in the text of digitized documents within an online collection. 

UTC improves the accuracy of the text, which enables better search results and a richer experience for all users. Anyone 
can participate in UTC for a digital collection, as long as they have created an account and logged in. 

Why is UTC needed? 

When a newspaper or other text document is prepared for display online, Optical Character Recognition (OCR) software is 
used to generate searchable text. 

On some occasions, the text can be difficult for the software to accurately register - for example, a torn or water damaged 
document may have some illegible or missing sections. Likewise, small fonts, imperfect and out of focus scans, fading, and 
many other factors can result in OCR text that is not 100% accurate. UTC allows users to correct these OCR errors as they 
come across them in the text, as shown in the example below: 

An example of OCR errors to be corrected. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the benefits of UTC? 

As OCR text corrections are saved to the database, it gradually improves the quality of the collection and increases search 
result accuracy. The UTC feature also helps libraries and other organisations to build engaged online communities around 
their collections. 

Since introducing this feature, Veridian digital collections have enjoyed more repeat visitors, a longer average duration of 
visits and increased total visits.  

At first glance the benefits of crowd-sourced UTC might seem obvious - the “searchability” of the collection is gradually im-
proved as errors are corrected. In reality though the corrections are just a fortunate by-product. The real benefit for the li-
brary is the creation of an engaged online community around their collection. 

“Engaging with users and building virtual communities is just as important to the users as providing the data itself. They want 
to be part of a community.” - Rose Holley, National Library of Australia 

A good example of a newspaper digitization project for which UTC has been very successful is the California Digital News-
paper Collection (CDNC). At the time of writing the CDNC has built a community of more than 14,000 registered users, and 
collectively that community has corrected more than 10 million errors! Opportunities to communicate and engage with online 
patrons. Are you interested in learning more about who uses your collection, what they use it for, what their priorities are for 
future digitization, or what they do/don’t like about the collection? Go ahead and ask your registered users! 

 

 

https://veridiansoftware.com/
https://veridiansoftware.com/
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What is Crowdsourced User Text Correction (UTC)? 

Aside from the improvements to the OCR text the benefits to the collection owner include the following: 

• A more engaged user base — more repeat visitors, longer average duration of visits, increased total visits, etc. 

• Opportunities to communicate and engage with online patrons. Are you interested in learning more about who uses your 
collection, what they use it for, what their priorities are for future digitization, or what they do/don’t like about the collec-
tion? Go ahead and ask your registered users! 

 

What about text vandalism? 

We’re often asked what prevents users from maliciously vandalizing or corrupting the text in these collections. We’ve found 
occurrences of vandalism to be extremely rare, but have put measures in place to mitigate the risk where possible. For ex-
ample, requiring users to register before making any corrections. 

Veridian doesn’t modify the original source data produced with the OCR process, so it’s always possible to roll back to the 
original text if it’s necessary to do so. 

Since we’re often asked about user text vandalism we thought we’d attempt to write some thoughts on the subject, so here 
they are: 

Two of the largest and oldest newspaper digitization projects to include crowdsourced user text correction, Trove from the 
National Library of Australia and the California Newspaper Collection (CDNC) have both carried out studies to attempt to 
detect vandalism. Both found occurrences of vandalism to be extremely rare, and in the case of the CDNC they couldn’t find 
any occurrences at all! This doesn’t prove much of course, as subtle acts of vandalism can be hard to detect in a huge col-
lection of newspapers, and some cases have been detected in Trove (though it’s a miniscule proportion of the many millions 
of OCR errors corrected by that project). What it suggests though is that for most newspaper digitization projects there is 
only a low risk that users will use crowdsourcing tools to vandalize text. 

Users can of course “correct the corrections” if they choose to do so. So vandalism by one user can be corrected by another. 

Veridian doesn’t modify the original source data produced with the OCR process, so it’s always possible to roll back to the 
original text if it’s necessary to do so. 

CDNC and all the other Veridian-based collections with a crowdsourced UTC feature force users to register with a legitimate 
email address before making corrections. Users can of course use a throw-away gmail or yahoo address, but the enforced 
registration process probably does reduce occurrences of vandalism. Having said that, Trove allows anonymous corrections 
(and Veridian can be configured that way too), but vandalism is still extremely rare. 

If necessary it’s possible to disable UTC for specific newspaper titles, or for specific time periods, while still using it for the 
remainder of a large collection. This is an option for those collections containing specific content that may be more likely to 
attract vandalism. 

If it was detected that one or more users had been busy vandalizing the text in a collection we could delete the corrections 
made by just those users, without deleting corrections by other users. 

 

From my point of view, becoming an active “User Text Corrector” is kind of a “Pay it Forward” activity.  As a user of these 
databases from Veridian, there is no cost to you, the user. Thus spending a little bit of your time to “Pay Back (or Forward) is 
just a nice thing to do to help other researchers in the future. 

 

For detailed information about the User Text Correction feature from Veridian, including help and video tutorials, as well as 

many other topics, go to their Knowledge Base 

. 

https://veridiansoftware.com/knowledge-base/
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Useful Articles from Other Sources 

 

Looking for a Genealogy Event? 

• Remember to Check Out Conference Keeper! 

Are You Writing for Others, or for Yourself? 

• Write and Cite 

Are You Analyzing Every Clue? 

• 3 Overlooked Clues in Genealogical Documents  

Doing German Genealogy Research? 

• The 12 Best German Genealogy Websites 

Having Difficulties Finding Someone? 

• Free Genealogy Guide - 8 Strategies to Help You Track Down Those Elusive Ancestors 

 

New Website Navigation 

 

There are 4 Menu Items 

The More Menu Item includes: Recent 
Articles, Quicksheets, Newsletters, 

Subscribe, About, Contact, and Tools 

In the Footer, there is a Search bar, 
Access to Blog Posts and Article Ar-
chives, and a New Category feature.  
Every Blog Post will be assigned at 

least one category. 

There are 4 Menu Items The Resources Menu item includes all  
20 Categories of Links (e.g., Newspa-

pers, Yearbooks, Directories, etc.), 
Plus the By Location Feature 

The More Menu Item includes: Recent 
Articles, Quicksheets, Newsletters, 

Subscribe, About, Contact, and Tools 

In the Footer, there is a Search bar, 
Access to Blog Posts and Article Ar-
chives, and a New Category feature.  
Every Blog Post will be assigned at 

least one category. 

WHAT I AM WORKING ON IN AUGUST 
 
FINISH NEW CATEGORY: CEMETERY AND BURI-
AL RECORDS 
 
CONTINUE MILITARY RECORS CATEGORY 
 
UPDATE SCHOOL RECORDS AND YEARBOOKS 

Quirky Old Newspaper Ad  

If at first you don’t succeed, search, search again. That is why we call it re-search. 

https://conferencekeeper.org/
http://genealogytipoftheday.com/index.php/2021/08/09/write-and-cite-2/
https://ancestralfindings.com/3-overlooked-clues-in-genealogical-documents-3/
https://www.familytreemagazine.com/heritage/german/german-genealogy-websites/
https://www.genealogyinaction.com/guide
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Help Your Ancestors Live Forever - Write Your Family History 

And Write Your Own History While You're At It  

One of my goals in my personal genealogy is to make sure that my ancestors are remembered. Many had no descendants, 
so absolutely no one alive remembers them. That's sad to me, which is why I created a couple of family history websites.  
But recently I have been seeking even better ways to memorialize their lives.  Their stories are important to be documented, 
which might explain why I am such a fan of newspaper research. 

In any case, here are a few tools that I have discovered that provide a unique means to memorialize our ancestors. 

And guess what? We need to produce our own autobiographies. We aren’t getting any younger and memories do fade. 

  

WhooWe 
Produce an online history easily with text, video, and audio 
from online questions on your phone. You can contribute 

content in minute or several minute increments. 

StorySpot 
Produce an online memorial with text, video, timelines, photos, 

favorite songs, and audio, and produce an optional book. 
Great for family reunions also 

Whoowe is available from the AppStore and Google Play. 
Info at whoowe.com Try it out for free. Discount coupon for 

readers coming soon. 

Available at www.storyspot.com. Try it out for free. 25% dis-
count available by using “ANCESTOR” as coupon code. 

  

A Life Untold 
Produce an online history easily with text, video, and audio 
from online questions. Proceed at your own pace, and add 

questions if you like. Very easy to use. 

Audiobiography 
They say the closest you can feel to someone without touching 
them, is hearing their voice. Produce an online autobiography 

or memorial with audio; add photos and coordinate with a 
book. 

Available at A Life Untold. Try it out. 10% discount availa-
ble by using “HUNT as coupon code. 

Available at Audiobiography. Try it out. 10% discount availa-
ble by using “HUNT as coupon code. 

"The Ancestor Hunt" is an affiliate for several of these companies and may receive a small commission should you pur-
chase through this newsletter or the website and/or if you use the coupon codes mentioned above. 

https://www.whoowe.com/
http://www.storyspot.com
https://www.alifeuntold.com/ref/theancestorhunt/
https://audiobiography.com/home?partnerId=kenneth-r-marks195
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Last But Not Least 

The Ancestor Hunt Research Link Categories: 
 
 

Check out The Ancestor Hunt on Social Media 

 

Thank You for being a loyal reader and visiting The Ancestor Hunt. To Subscribe, Click HERE 

• Newspapers 

• Obituaries 

• BMD Records 

• Directories 

• Photos 

• Yearbooks 

• Divorce Records 

• Naturalizations  

• Cemetery and Burial Records 

• Marriage Records 

• Mortuary Records 

• Immigration 

• Church Records 

• School Records 

• Voter Lists 

• Coroner Records 

• Probate and Wills 

• Alumni Records 

• Birth Records 

• Death Records 

Newly Completed States with All Categories Created 

• 1,643 Free Online Mississippi Collections Available Now in 
19 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 4,256 Free Online Kentucky Collections Available Now in 

19 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 560 Free Online Nova Scotia Collections Available Now in 6 

Genealogy Record Categories 

• 4,303 Free Online Ontario Collections Available Now in 6 

Genealogy Record Categories 

• 268 Free Online Newfoundland and Labrador Collections 

Available Now in 6 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 317 Free Online New Brunswick Collections Available Now 

in 6 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 3,010 Free Online Minnesota Collections Available Now in 

19 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 3,959 Free Online Michigan Collections Available Now in 19 

Genealogy Record Categories 

• 519 Free Online Manitoba Collections Available Now in 6 

Genealogy Record Categories 

• 2,057 Free Online Alberta Collections Available Now in 6 

Genealogy Record Categories 

• 176 Free Online Prince Edward Island Collections Available 

Now in 6 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 2,230 Free Online New Jersey Collections Available Now in 

19 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 4,735 Free Online Missouri Collections Available Now in 19 

• 7,885 Free Online New York Collections Available Now in 

19 Genealogy Record Categories 

• 2,080 Free Online New Hampshire Collections Available 

Now in 19 Genealogy Record Categories 
• 2,429 Free Online Vermont Collections Available Now in 19 

Genealogy Record Categories 
• 893 Free Online South Dakota Collections Available Now in 

19 Genealogy Record Categories 
• 760 Free Online Rhode Island Collections Available Now in 

19 Genealogy Record Categories 
• 2,009 Free Online Washington Collections Available Now in 

19 Genealogy Record Categories 
• 803 Free Online Wyoming Collections Available Now in 19 

Genealogy Record Categories 
• 521 Free Online Nevada Collections Available Now in 19 

Genealogy Record Categories 
• 483 Free Online District of Columbia Collections Available 

Now in 19 Genealogy Record Categories 
• 6,952 Free Online Texas Collections Available Now in 19 

Genealogy Record Categories 
• 834 Free Online North Dakota Collections Available Now in 

19 Genealogy Record Categories 
• 975 Free Online New Mexico Collections Available Now in 

19 Genealogy Record Categories 
• 1,968 Free Online Maryland Collections Available Now in 

19 Genealogy Record Categories 

https://theancestorhunt.com/subscribe.html
https://www.facebook.com/TheAncestorHunt
https://twitter.com/marksology
https://marksology.tumblr.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kennethrmarks/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtBZulebfB25jtRJRJ3btiw
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/newspaper-research-links.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/obituaries.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/bmd-links.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/directories.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/photos.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/yearbooks.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/divorce-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/naturalizations.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/cemetery-records.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/marriages.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/mortuary-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/immigration.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/church-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/school-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/voter-lists.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/coroner-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/probate-and-wills.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/alumni-records.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/births.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/deaths.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1643-free-online-mississippi-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1643-free-online-mississippi-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1643-free-online-mississippi-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/4256-free-online-kentucky-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/4256-free-online-kentucky-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/560-free-online-nova-scotia-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/560-free-online-nova-scotia-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/4303-free-online-ontario-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/4303-free-online-ontario-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/268-free-online-newfoundland-and-labrador-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
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https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/317-free-online-new-brunswick-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/317-free-online-new-brunswick-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/3010-free-online-minnesota-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/3010-free-online-minnesota-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/3959-free-online-michigan-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/3959-free-online-michigan-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/519-free-online-manitoba-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/519-free-online-manitoba-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2057-free-online-alberta-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2057-free-online-alberta-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/176-free-online-prince-edward-island-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/176-free-online-prince-edward-island-collections-available-now-in-6-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2230-free-online-new-jersey-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2230-free-online-new-jersey-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/4735-free-online-missouri-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/7885-free-online-new-york-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/7885-free-online-new-york-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2080-free-online-new-hampshire-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories-2/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2080-free-online-new-hampshire-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories-2/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2429-free-online-vermont-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2429-free-online-vermont-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/893-free-online-south-dakota-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
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