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Useful Articles from Other Sources

Looking for a Genealogy Event?

e Remember to Check Out Conference Keeper!

Doing Courthouse Research?

e 16 Tips to Researching Records at a Courthouse

Brick Wall?

e 10 True Genealogy Brick Walls and How to
(Possibly!) Break Through Them

Sharing Your Tree and Other Genealogy Materials?

e  Who Owns My Content When | Post It on a Gene-
alogy Website?

Like Maps?
e  USGS Historical Topographic Map Explorer

German Ancestors?

e 6 Websites for Deciphering Old German Script

WHAT | AM WORKING ON IN JUNE

FINISH DEATHS AND PROBATE CATEGORY
UPDATES

CHECK FOR BROKEN LINKS AND FIX THEM

EXPLORE INSTITUTIONAL RECORDS CATEGO-
RY

Make Your Scanning Easy Peasy

SHOTBOX

Memories Preservation System

Check out Shotbox HERE

Old proverb: “You only live as long as you are remembered”

So, honor your ancestors - write about them

Number of Free Online Collection Links at The Ancestor Hunt (185,000 Total)

Obituaries 4,111 | Coroner 338 School 2,180 |Cemetery 22171
Births 7,025 |Divorces 1,416 |BMD 30,728 | Photos 4,513
Marriages 11,600 | Directories 23,657 | Criminal 896 Yearbooks 13,678
Deaths 8,162 | Naturalization | 3,453 |Voter 1,243 | Church 7,411
Newspapers |47,577 | Immigration 704 Tax 2,703 | Military 6,796
Probate 8,484 | Mortuary 834 Alumni 1,685 | Institutional 0

FIND your ANCESTORS

Newspapers and more
(1690 to today)

e
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Let’s Talk About Copyright: Do The Right Thing

When researching newspapers, and downloading either a clipped image, or a pdf of an entire page, one must be
mindful of copyright limitations and protections if we are to republish newspaper material in another medium. The
following is an article written by Jeff Kiley, the CEO of Advantage Archives that addresses the subject of Copyright.

When embarking upon a digitization project, careful consideration must be given to how you intend to provide access
and what you can and cannot do under U.S. Copyright laws. You need to consider whether the publications are sub-
ject to copyright, whether you have permission to use the work, and whether the way you plan to use the materials
falls within a copyright exception.

| will preface this like | always do when the topic of copyright arises: “l am not a lawyer.” Taking legal advice from
me is similar to asking WebMD for a diagnosis....you will want to seek a second opinion.

That being said, you do not need a lawyer to tell you that copyright holders have rights regarding their intellectual
property. You need to respect those rights and not infringe upon them when you provide access to digitized newspa-
pers or other materials protected by copyright law.

Remember, partnerships matter. Developing a relationship with the right holder and seeking their permission to use
any of their works not in the public domain should be explored. This is their property and remains so until their con-
tent enters the public domain. It remains theirs to dictate how, when, and where it can be used.

What is copyright?

United States copyright laws apply protection to the intellectual property of a publisher, individual author, or artist.

What is “public domain”?

In discussing newspapers, “Public Domain” refers to a publisher's works not protected by those intellectual property
laws. The public owns these works, and anyone can responsibly use public domain work without obtaining permis-
sion, but no one can ever “own it.”

It is clearly in the public domain if:

The copyright has expired (before 1927 or more than 95 years from publication)

However, it MIGHT BE in the public domain if:

Although copyright laws are well defined, there is an area of gray between 1924 and 1977. During this period, some
publications were printed without notice of copyright or in compliance with the day’s copyright laws.

The other way newspaper content has become public domain is if the copyright owner has failed to comply with
copyright renewal rules (1923-1989).

If it was published before 1978 and did not have the © copyright symbol printed in the publication, it could fall with-
in the public domain. Between 1924 and 1977, many newspapers were published without notice of copyright or did
not register with the U.S. Copyright Office. Therefore, you will want to do your due diligence on these titles be-

fore providing free digital access to this content.

When Does New Content Enter The Public Domain?

Copyright was “frozen” at 1923 for the last 20 years.

On January 1st, 2019, new content entered the public domain for the first time since 1998, making 1924 content
available.

On January 1st, 2020, content from 1925 became public domain, and every year since (and every year going for-
ward), a new year’s worth of content is free to use without restriction.

Copyright Exceptions for Libraries, Archives, & Museums
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Are there copyright exceptions for libraries, archives, or museums?

The answer to this question is a little more complicated. However, it is understood that when it comes to providing
access to digitized content, there are exemptions for these institutions IF specific and defined guidelines are fol-
lowed.

First, these exceptions apply only to libraries, museums, and archives that are open to the public or to unaffiliated
researchers in a specialized field.

Title 17, section 108 of the U.S. Code permits libraries and archives to use copyrighted material in specific
ways. These provisions are called “limitations” or “exceptions” because they limit the exclusive rights of copyright
owners. In specified circumstances, they exempt libraries, archives, and museums from obtaining permission
from copyright holders.

The critical thing to remember about these exemptions is that the digitized content MUST be used in the same man-
ner, method, or intent as the original.

To provide access to newspaper content that is not clearly residing in the public domain, the qualifying institution
MUST ensure that these publications are currently in the library or museum collections. This could either be
the microfilmed copy in your holdings or hard copies of the papers.

The other important thing to understand is that any copy made in digital format may not be made available to the
public in that format outside the library premises. Just like the microfilm in a library’s collection, the newspapers
not in the public domain must be restricted to use from within your physical location only. In practice, a re-
stricted digital archive will be used in the same “manner, method, or intent” as using the physical materials, essential-
ly becoming a “digital” microfilm reader.
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Chapter List for “Learning More About Your Ancestors Online”

Chapter 1: Introduction

Chapter 2: Birth and marriage

Chapter 3: Death records and information

Chapter 4: General advice about genealogy research
Chapter 5: Immigration, naturalization, travel

Chapter 6: Military

Chapter 7: Miscellaneous records (societies, illnesses)

Chapter 8: Newspaper research

Chapter 9: Occupations

Chapter 10: Photos and physical description
Chapter 11: Residences and other locations
Chapter 12: Schools and yearbooks
Chapter 13: Resources
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8 Reasons You Can’t Find Squat About Your Ancestors Online

e They aren’t there! Yes this is a possibility. | have a great great aunt, Carrie Marks, who shows up only in one record —
the 1880 U.S. Census. She is documented as the daughter of Louis and Caroline Marks, aged 11, born in California.
One would think that at age 11, she would have showed up in the 1870 census at age 1, right? Nope — she is not there
with the family. Had she not been born yet and the age 11 reference in 1880 was wrong? Was she in a hospital at the
time of the census? Unfortunately, there is no 1890 census to help and by that time she could have married and
changed her name. Even more worrisome is that since her mother’'s name was also Carrie — maybe it was a census
taker error. Maybe she didn’t exist at all. Then again, maybe | just haven't found her yet.

e Have you expanded your search? Just searching one or two online sources, such as Ancestry.com or FamilySearch
just isn’t enough. Yes these are huge resources, but just as everything isn’t online, all the online stuff isn’t in their col-
lections either. There are tons of other resources. Thousands of online collections not named Ancestry or Fami-
lySearch.

e Do you do only exact searches? People who write down others names often write them wrong. And then if there is
an index created, they can be mis-transcribed or mis-typed. There are very few if any documents available online that
were written by the ancestor themselves. They are generally recorded by someone else from first or second hand (or
worse) information. So you need to be creative with your name searching by deliberately searching for names mis-
spelled or using wildcard searches. Yes | said deliberately misspell search terms. You will be surprised at what you will
find.

e Do you combine searches and omit surnames? For example — if you can’t find the surname in a collection — do you
search for the husband’s first name and the wife’s first name also, in a specific geographic area? As an example, since
their surname was often mangled, | often searched for husband “Ben” and wife “Jennie” (with a blank surname) in Cali-
fornia because that is where they lived. This may have given me quite a few folks who didn’t have the correct surname
— but all | needed was one! The right one!

e Have you looked beyond document collections? Sure census records are popular, and draft cards and naturaliza-
tion, land and immigration records too. But how about newspapers? | have found new names of extended family mem-
bers stated in newspaper obituaries and other articles just as much as finding a family together in a census. Check out
the Newspapers page on this site for much more information regarding searching newspapers. They are a very under-
rated resource for you to find stuff. Besides you might find out that your great great uncle was an ax murderer! Exciting!

e Are you aggressive? Or do you just give up too easy? Sitting around waiting for shaky leaves or smart matches?
Have you uploaded your tree to FamilySearch, WikiTree, Ancestry, My Heritage,etc.? Then are you just waiting around
for “cousins” to contact you — or the services themselves to shake a leaf on your screen? Ain’t gonna cut it. You have
to be an aggressive as well as creative researcher. And get out of the house if you can. Get to libraries, archives, court-
houses and genealogical societies. There is a ton of material that can be accessed that is not digitized or is only avail-
able at the institution in a binder somewhere.

e Do you have a research plan? Or do you just search ad hoc, searching broadly for the same thing again and again?
What's the old quote? “The definition of Insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different
results.” That applies here. Yes collections change and are updated. But gee — get yourself a plan. Here’s an Example
of a Template that Caroline Pointer created for Evernote that you can adopt (with or without Evernote) regarding plan-
ning for research. Yes it seems like a lot of work when you’d rather be surfing for ancestors. But it is time well spent
and | assure you that a research plan will make the difference between finding or not finding some ancestors. Guaran-
teed!

e They aren’t there — Part 2 Really. They aren’t there. Nobody wrote stuff down back then. Records weren’t kept of
births in many countries or local villages and towns. There were no marriage certificates. Gravestones have been bur-
ied due to wars and such over time. Babies weren’t born in hospitals and there were no mortuaries. Not every family
had a Bible that they recorded information in. Men didn’t carry around a draft card and there was no Social Security.

So that's it for now. A few reasons why you haven’t found some folks. But you can’t give up — with a few exceptions — an-
cestors who have lived any time in the last 200 years or so should be able to be found somewhere — and you are just the
person to find them. Right?

Explore billions of

NEWSPAPER newspaper articles Start Free Trial
from all over the world.

Bi-Monthly Newsletter May 31, 2022, Volume 2022 Issue 10



https://theancestorhunt.com/
https://www.evernote.com/shard/s8/sh/e6e8595d-3f13-4916-99fb-4c878f89ddab/d6b7c7f6b6785c527f768a01bc0bc852
https://www.evernote.com/shard/s8/sh/e6e8595d-3f13-4916-99fb-4c878f89ddab/d6b7c7f6b6785c527f768a01bc0bc852
https://newspaperarchive.com/?utm_source=everflow&utm_medium=affiliate&oid=2&affid=4&creative_id=5

Meanings for 40 Common Terms Found in Probate Records

Just the word “Probate” causes people to freak out, primarily because it is a legal process, differ-
ent in every state; it is combined with the loss of a loved one, and requires cooperation between
family members, many who do not wish to cooperate. But for genealogy purposes, they are incred-
ibly valuable sources of terrific information about the deceased. They are often well documented
and provide a ton of details about the deceased's life activities, relationships, relatives, friends and
acquaintances. They do have a language all their own. Here are some of the most common terms
and their meanings:

A person who is authorized by the court to manage and settle the estate of a
Administrator deceased person. In some states, this role is called a personal representa-
tive.

A person or entity who is named in a will or trust to receive assets. In some

Beneficiary situations, a beneficiary may be termed a legatee or devisee.

Bond A form of insurance that protects the assets of the estate.

Claims Claims are the petitions, registers, accounts, or appeals filed with the court.
Codicil A document that amends, rather than replaces, a previously executed will.

A legal proceeding in which a court places the interests of an incapacitated
Conservatorship adult in the care and protection of another. In some states, this is called a
guardianship.

A request filed with the court by a person or entity who believes they are

Creditor claim owed money by the decedent.

\?Vli‘“smdia" of the The person who has the Will when the person who wrote the Will dies.

Decedent The deceased person whose estate is being settled.

Decedent's estate | All the property (real or personal) that a person owned at the time of death.

Distribution The division of estate funds among those who are entitled to inherit.

Encumbrance Any claim or restriction on a property’s title.

Escheat The process by which assets revert to the government. This occurs when
legal heirs have not been located or have not come forward.

Estate All the money and property owned by a person at the time of death.

A person or entity designated in a will and appointed by the court to man-
Executor age and settle the estate of a deceased person. In some states, this role is
called a personal representative.

Fiduciary A person or entity who holds assets for another.

Final account A final report to the court that details the finances of an estate or trust.

: ; A person the court appoints to protect the interests of another person in a
Guardian Ad Litem specific court case. Latin for guardian at law.

Heir A relative determined by the court to be entitled to a share of an estate.

A legal proceeding in which evidence is presented to determine the entitle-

Heirship Hearing ment of heirs.

A court decision that declares the entitled heirs and their respective shares

Heirship Order in the estate. In some states, this is called a kinship order.

M © The Ancestor Hunt 2022 Visit The Ancestor Hunt at: https: //www.theancestorhunt.com

Download all 40 terms and their meanings HERE
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Help Your Ancestors Live Forever - Write Your Family History
And Write Your Own History While You're At It

One of my goals in my personal genealogy is to make sure that my ancestors are remembered. Many had no descendants,
so absolutely no one alive remembers them. That's sad to me, which is why | created a couple of family history websites.
But recently | have been seeking even better ways to memorialize their lives. Their stories are important to be documented,
which might explain why | am such a fan of newspaper research.

In any case, here are a few tools that | have discovered that provide a unique means to memorialize our ancestors.

And guess what? We need to produce our own autobiographies. We aren't getting any younger and memories do fade.

STORY
SPOT

WhooWe StorySpot
Produce an online history easily with text, video, and audio Produce an online memorial with text, video, timelines, photos,
from online questions on your phone. You can contribute favorite songs, and audio, and produce an optional book.
content in minute or several minute increments. Great for family reunions also

Whoowe is available from the AppStore and Google Play.  Available at www.storyspot.com. Try it out for free. 25% dlis-
Info at whoowe.com Try it out for free. Discount coupon for count available by using “ANCESTOR” as coupon code.
readers coming soon.

Record Your Autobiography With

~ Your life story printed
L~ \\ in a beautiful book.

AUDIOBIOGRAPHY

A Life Untold Audiobiography
Produce an online history easily with text, video, and audio They say the closest you can feel to someone without touching
from online questions. Proceed at your own pace, and add  them, is hearing their voice. Produce an online autobiography
questions if you like. Very easy to use. or memorial with audio; add photos and coordinate with a
book.

Available at A Life Untold. Try it out. 10% discount availa- Available at Audiobiography. Try it out. 10% discount availa-
ble by using “HUNT as coupon code. ble by using “HUNT as coupon code.

"The Ancestor Hunt" is an affiliate for several of these companies and may receive a small commission should you pur-
chase through this newsletter or the website and/or if you use the coupon codes mentioned above.
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https://www.whoowe.com/
http://www.storyspot.com
https://www.alifeuntold.com/ref/theancestorhunt/
https://audiobiography.com/home?partnerId=kenneth-r-marks195

Last But Not Least

Newly Completed States with All Categories Created

1,951 Free Online South Carolina Collections Available
Now in 20 Genealogy Record Categories

5,407 Free Online Georgia Collections Available Now in 20
Genealogy Record Categories

2,296 Free Online West Virginia Collections Available Now
in 20 Genealogy Record Categories

2,826 Free Online Tennessee Collections Available Now in
20 Genealogy Record Categories

2.183 Free Online Nebraska Collections Available Now in
20 Genealogy Record Categories

1,924 Free Online Arkansas Collections Available Now in
20 Genealogy Record Categories

2,576 Free Online Florida Collections Available Now in 20
Genealogy Record Categories

4,598 Free Online Indiana Collections Available Now in 20
Genealogy Record Categories

1,879 Free Online Mississippi Collections Available Now in
20 Genealogy Record Categories

1,066 Free Online New Mexico Collections Available Now in
20 Genealogy Record Categories

1,179 Free Online South Dakota Collections Available Now
in 20 Genealogy Record Categories

4,635 Free Online Kentucky Collections Available Now in
20 Genealogy Record Categories

1,981 Free Online Louisiana Collections Available Now in
20 Genealogy Record Categories

718 Free Online Delaware Collections Available Now in 20
Genealogy Record Categories

4,804 Free Online Michigan Collections Available Now in 20
Genealogy Record Categories

3,277 Free Online Minnesota Collections Available Now in
20 Genealogy Record Categories

3.168 Free Online Oklahoma Collections Available Now in
20 Genealogy Record Categories

7,814 Free Online North Carolina Collections Available
Now in 20 Genealogy Record Categories

2,344 Free Online Alabama Collections Available Now in 20
Genealogy Record Categories

2,339 Free Online New Jersey Collections Available Now in
20 Genealogy Record Categories

2,997 Free Online Maine Collections Available Now in 20
Genealogy Record Categories

2,499 Free Online Vermont Collections Available Now in 20
Genealogy Record Categories

The Ancestor Hunt Research Link Categories:

Newspapers
Obituaries
Military Records
Directories
Photos
Yearbooks
Divorce Records
Naturalizations
Cemetery and Burial Records
Marriage Records
Tax Records

Mortuary Records
Immigration
Church Records
School Records
Voter Lists
Coroner Records
Probate and Wills
Alumni Records
Birth Records
Death Records
Criminal Records

Check out The Ancestor Hunt on Social Media

Name:

The Ancestor Hunt

7 O B ©VouTube

Thank You for being a loyal reader and visiting The Ancestor Hunt. To Subscribe, Click HERE
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https://theancestorhunt.com/subscribe.html
https://www.facebook.com/TheAncestorHunt
https://twitter.com/marksology
https://marksology.tumblr.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kennethrmarks/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtBZulebfB25jtRJRJ3btiw
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/newspaper-research-links.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/obituaries.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/military-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/directories.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/photos.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/yearbooks.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/divorce-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/naturalizations.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/cemetery-records.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/marriages.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/tax-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/mortuary-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/immigration.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/church-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/school-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/voter-lists.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/coroner-records.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/probate-and-wills.html
https://www.theancestorhunt.com/alumni-records.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/births.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/deaths.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/criminal-records.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/4635-free-online-kentucky-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/4635-free-online-kentucky-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1981-free-online-louisiana-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1981-free-online-louisiana-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/718-free-online-delaware-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/718-free-online-delaware-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/4804-free-online-michigan-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/4804-free-online-michigan-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/3277-free-online-minnesota-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/3277-free-online-minnesota-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/3-168-free-online-oklahoma-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/3-168-free-online-oklahoma-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/7814-free-online-north-carolina-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/7814-free-online-north-carolina-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2344-free-online-alabama-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2344-free-online-alabama-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2339-free-online-new-jersey-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2339-free-online-new-jersey-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2874-free-online-maine-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2874-free-online-maine-collections-available-now-in-19-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2499-free-online-vermont-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2499-free-online-vermont-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1951-free-online-south-carolina-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1951-free-online-south-carolina-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/5407-free-online-georgia-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/5407-free-online-georgia-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2296-free-online-west-virginia-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2296-free-online-west-virginia-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2826-free-online-tennessee-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2826-free-online-tennessee-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2-183-free-online-nebraska-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2-183-free-online-nebraska-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1924-free-online-arkansas-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1924-free-online-arkansas-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2576-free-online-florida-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/2576-free-online-florida-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/4598-free-online-indiana-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/4598-free-online-indiana-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1879-free-online-mississippi-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1879-free-online-mississippi-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1066-free-online-new-mexico-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1066-free-online-new-mexico-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1179-free-online-south-dakota-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/1179-free-online-south-dakota-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/

