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Check out my book! 
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Hit a Brick Wall? Need Help? 

 

Sometimes, we need to call in an 
expert, and yes, we may have to pay 
a few bucks, but it’s worth it. 

 

Get some help from 

Trace.com 
 

Conference Keeper 

The Ancestor Hunt Newsletter 
will now be published month-
ly on the 15th of the month, 

every month 

https://amzn.to/3kUrebJ?fbclid=IwAR2KwQtmYNS6r6WbSKfd_wiaYTYc3O6Z5bXeyCpLdpciZhFe9-xksv1UGKY
https://amzn.to/3kUrebJ?fbclid=IwAR2KwQtmYNS6r6WbSKfd_wiaYTYc3O6Z5bXeyCpLdpciZhFe9-xksv1UGKY
https://www.trace.com/?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=email&utm_term=hunter&utm_content=interview
https://conferencekeeper.org/blog/
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Useful Articles from Other Sources 

Do You Research Maps? 

• How to Use Online Sanborn Maps for Genealogy 

Fascinating Facebook Page 

• Historical Photos of Women's Stories 

 Poor Ancestors? 

• Where Can I Find Workhouse Records? 

Using DNA in Your Research? 

• DNA Q&A: 6 Things to Do When Your DNA Match 

Doesn’t Have a Tree 

Do You Use Newspapers dot Com? 

• 6 Basic Strategies for Searching on Newspa-

pers.com™ 

Do you Have Prussian Ancestor (Like Me)? 

• Prussia’s Territorial Changes: What They Mean 

(Plus Tools for Tracking Them) 

You Can Never Have Enough Organization Tips 

• How To Get Started with Photo Organization of 

Old Family Photos 
Do You Research in Cemeteries? 

• Your Guide To Cemetery Research – Are You 

Missing Important Genealogical Clues? 

 

Check out Shotbox HERE 

WHAT I AM WORKING ON IN AUGUST 
 

• FINISH NATURALIZATION AND CHURCH 

RECORD UPDATES 

• CHECK FOR BROKEN LINKS AND FIX 

THEM 

• START INSTITUTIONAL RECORDS CATE-

GORY 

• ADD MORE EUROPEAN NEWSPAPERS 

 

• PUBLISH MORE QUICKSHEETS 

Make Your Scanning Easy Peasy 

Did You Forget? 

https://familytreemagazine.com/records/maps/how-to-use-sanborn-maps-genealogy/
https://www.facebook.com/HistoricalWomenPhotos/
https://www.whodoyouthinkyouaremagazine.com/tutorials/workhouse-ancestors/
https://familytreemagazine.com/dna/no-tree-dna-matches/
https://familytreemagazine.com/dna/no-tree-dna-matches/
https://blog.newspapers.com/6-basic-strategies-for-searching-on-newspapers-com/
https://blog.newspapers.com/6-basic-strategies-for-searching-on-newspapers-com/
https://familytreemagazine.com/heritage/prussian/prussia-territorial-changes/
https://familytreemagazine.com/heritage/prussian/prussia-territorial-changes/
https://lisalisson.com/what-genealogists-ought-to-know-about-photo-organization/
https://lisalisson.com/what-genealogists-ought-to-know-about-photo-organization/
https://lisalisson.com/guide-to-cemetery-research/
https://lisalisson.com/guide-to-cemetery-research/
http://www.genealogybank.com/?kbid=979614&m=68&i=29
https://www.shotbox.me/?rfsn=6338483.2252484&utm_source=refersion&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=6338483.2252484
https://www.nbc.com/who-do-you-think-you-are/video/six-celebrities-uncover-amazing-family-histories-nbcs-who-do-you-think-you-are/NBCE225925583
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Advantage Archives to Soon Roll Out Community History Archive 2.0  

I recently interviewed Jeff Kiley, the CEO of Advantage Archives. The company has been working on a new and bet-
ter release of the software that is currently being used by about 850 libraries, historical societies, and other institu-
tions that provide online historical newspapers and other miscellaneous collections to their patrons. 
 
This is a release that is not yet rolled out, but the changes are exciting. I personally am looking forward to using the 
new software. Jeff was kind enough to allow me to preview the description of the new software below: 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Why the redesign and what are the main features?  

We are always looking to add to and improve upon the Community History Archives. Over the past few years, we 
have been closely monitoring our tools and listening to feedback to provide our partners with the best platform and 
their patrons with the best user experience possible. We have continued to “tweak” and “tune” it over the last couple 
of years, and we are ready to roll out what we believe to be the best version of the Community History Archives yet. 
The new platform will not only serve as a more modern take on our well-established model, it will also serve as the 
foundation to build the next generation of toolsets upon. We have a lot of projects in our development pipeline that 
take advantage of the new architecture, and they will be released as updates over what we anticipate to be an excit-
ing next few years. 
 
When designing the new Community History Archive 2.0 platform, our primary goals were to create an improved us-
er interface with intuitive (and familiar) controls, dedicate more screen real-estate to content, and make it smooth, 
lightweight, fast, and responsive. We also wanted to provide our partners (you) with a more polished site and more in 
keeping with current design trends. Most importantly, the user experience should be seamless across any operating 
system, browser, or screen size. We did what we could to ensure these communities' history was easily accessible 
by anyone, anywhere, on any device, at any time. 
 
In 2011 only 7% of all internet traffic was from mobile devices. in 2021, that number is now nearly 55%. We knew we 
would have to focus on making the platform "mobile-friendly." Thanks to the new Progressive Web App (PWA) archi-
tecture, when you explore the archive on your phone, or an iPad (my new favorite way to browse the content), you 
will find that it behaves more like an app downloaded from Apple’s App Store or Google’s Play Store. 
 
When you first visit the site, you will be asked if you would like to add it to your home screen. It can reside right 
alongside your other native apps so that you can access your community's archive with one click. This also works on 
your computer, and you can add the icon right on your desktop to launch the archive, which, when opened, will feel 
like "software" as it does not need to rely on your browser to display content. Your in-browser experience will be 
identical to your PWA experience and vice versa. 

What are the guiding design principles that provide a longer life for 2.0 over the previous version? 

While we have rolled out feature updates, improved some of the UI, or made “behind the scenes” improvements, this 
will be the first release of code that was built "from the ground up” in over 8 or 9 years. I think I have had at least 3 or 
4 new phones in that same time frame. Each new phone had a new operating system that was familiar and easy to 
use, but an improvement over the previous version in terms of performance and new features. I see the release of 
2.0 to be quite similar in concept. Current users will not have to “learn” how to use it because they are already com-
fortable with the platform, they will just see a more stable and user friendly environment, will notice that it is faster 
and more responsive, and they will have access to it on more devices.  

 

The next page has some Frequently Asked Questions regarding the new release 
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Advantage Archives to Soon Roll Out Community History Archive 2.0  

 

Frequently Asked Questions about Community History Archive Version 2.0  
 
 

 
What are the key differences in the update? 

Some key new features include: customizable colors and images for more on-brand archives, a multi-select browse 
feature, PWA (Progressive Web App) interface, redesigned clipping tool, thumbnail previews, general performance 
upgrades, and much more!  

 

What is a PWA? 

The all-new Community History Archives Platform was built on a Progressive Web Application. That sounds cool and 
all, but you may not know exactly what that is. What a PWA allows you to do is access your community’s history on a 
phone or tablet. The platform now works like an app that you download from the Appstore, but still is in the web 
browser.  

 

Does Community History Archives 2.0 work on mobile? 

The All-New Community History Archives platform works on ALL devices. From iPhone and Android Phones to tab-
lets and computers we have you covered.  

 

We want to choose the colors and images on our archive home page, How do we do this? 

Reach out to your Partnership Manager whom you have been working with. We would be more than happy to 
change your Archive Colors, and Images to your liking!  

 

When will this update be taking place? 

It is still in process and testing. 

 

Do we need to update this or will it automatically update? 

Your Community History Archive will update automatically  

 

Is there a guided tour that we can use to help learn the platform? 

Yes! There will be an interactive guided tour coming soon.  

 

Do you have a demo video or walk through of the new platform? 

Yes. Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mJhMhijapI&t=66s 

 

Will this work on all computers and browsers? 

Yes! We designed the Community History Archives to work on all computers and all browsers!  

 

Where can I find a list of other Community History Archives?  

https://directory.advantage-preservation.com/SiteDirectory  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mJhMhijapI&t=66s
https://directory.advantage-preservation.com/SiteDirectory
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60 Free Online Genealogy Websites You Should Be Using 

To Download a pdf version of these charts, which has clickable links, click HERE 

https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/60-free-online-genealogy-websites-you-should-be-using/
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60 Free Online Genealogy Websites You Should Be Using 

To Download a pdf version of these charts, which has clickable links, click HERE 

https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/60-free-online-genealogy-websites-you-should-be-using/


 

Monthly Newsletter August 15, 2022, Volume 2022 Issue 13 

 
How to Get the Most from the Social Security Death Index (SSDI) 

 
 One of the first databases new family history researchers use is the Social Security Death Index (SSDI). Why? Because 

it is online and it is free. But the SSDI has some distinct drawbacks because of some of its inconsistencies. This Quick-
sheet explains the background of the SSDI, what data is in it, the inconsistencies, and where it can be searched. 

Background 

The SSDI started as an electronic resource in 1962. The great majority of entries are for those who died after 1962. 
There are some in the database whose date of death was as far back as 1937. Some legal aliens and railroad retirees 
are included in the database. 

A person may appear in the database if their death is reported and the person had a Social Security number, not always 
a certainty. But those two factors are mandatory. 

Data in the SSDI 

• Last name - for names with an apostrophe, it is omitted. For example, O’Brien is entered as OBrien 

• First name - middle names are not included. After 1988, middle initials were included. 

• Social Security Number - it is entered as ###-##-####  

• State issued - this is the state where the number was issued, not applied for. If the person lived near a state border, 
or if the local Social Security office had another office process applications, the issuance state may be different than 
the person’s state of residence 

• Year issued 

• Birth date 

• Death date - prior to 1988, the day of death was not included, only the month and year 

• Last residence - where the person was last known to be living when the benefit was applied for. About 20% of the 
entries do not include this information 

• Last benefit location - either the last residence or the location where the final lump sum payment was received 

Anomalies and Inconsistencies 

As previously stated, the death date did not include the day of death prior to 1988. And some databases put in the first 

day of the month in those cases which is erroneous. Very few people who died before 1962 are included. And again, it 

does not include every person who died in the United States. They had to have a Social Security number and their death 

had to be reported. 

Can Errors be Fixed? 

Yep. Take the death certificate that includes accurate information for your person to the local Social Security office. 

Where Can I Search the SSDI? 

 

 Ancestry U.S., Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014 

Genealogy Bank Social Security Death Index (SSDI) 

FamilySearch United States Social Security Death Index 

Fold3 Social Security Death Index 

National Archives Social Security NUMIDENT Files, 1936-2007 

Steve Morse Searching the Social Security Death Index (SSDI) in One Step 

MyHeritage U.S. Social Security Death Index (SSDI) 

FindMyPast Social Security Death Index 

https://newspaperarchive.com/?utm_source=everflow&utm_medium=affiliate&oid=2&affid=4&creative_id=5
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/
https://www.genealogybank.com/explore/ssdi/all
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1202535
https://go.fold3.com/ssdi?
https://aad.archives.gov/aad/series-description.jsp?s=5057&cat=all&bc=sl
https://stevemorse.org/ssdi/ssdi.html
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-10002/us-social-security-death-index-ssdi
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-records/social-security-death-index


 

Monthly Newsletter August 15, 2022, Volume 2022 Issue 13 

 16 Hidden Genealogy Clues That Help Determine Relationships 

 
 A major goal for genealogists is to seek records and determine relationships. Many records such as census 

records and birth, death, and marriage certificates have evidence you need right there on the document. But 
there are lots of documents and other materials that simply provide clues.  They do not have the answers 
written on them. 

Furthermore, there are lots of materials that provide hidden clues, and many genealogists simply miss the 
clues, or fail to take these clues into consideration when seeking evidence. Here are several places where 
clues, if considered, can lead to determining relationships. 

• Witnesses on Legal Documents (such as naturalization, probate and wills). Often they were relatives, 
friends, or associates. A great example of where application of Elizabeth Shown Mills’ FAN Club can help 
your research. 

• Informants on Death Certificates are usually relatives, such as spouses or children of the deceased. But 
the inclusion of a new name, may mean a close relative, or friend heretofore unknown. A must for further 
research. 

• A Church referenced in an obituary may tell you what church the person worshipped at. Then look at 
parish registers for that church. Not only for themselves and their marriage, but also their children and 
their births and baptisms. 

• Postmarks and Return Addresses on old envelopes or postcards can lead to discovery of places your 
ancestor visited, a prior residence, possibly on vacation, or even a honeymoon? 

• The Back of the Headstone Monument  might provide additional information. Also the symbols on the 
headstone may indicate religion, military service, or lodge/association membership 

• Local Histories There are thousands of books that have been written about local history of towns that 
your ancestors lived in. There also might be a good chance that they are mentioned in these local histo-
ries FamilySearch's digitized books and their Catalog are great places to search for these gems.  Also 
Google Books and/or Hathitrust may have some of these publications. Remember to search PERSI as 
well for periodicals containing local history stories. 

• Funeral Books/Pamphlets Attendees Friends, family, and work associates attend funerals and if there is a 
memorial book, they typically sign in. These are one of the best sources of additional names that have 
some sort of relationship to your ancestor/relative. 

• Obituaries often include the church, clubs, and other institutions related to your ancestor. Further re-
search of these institutions can turn up interesting information about your ancestor. 

• Weddings generally require witnesses; these witnesses are generally family or friends that can be re-
searched to discover more about your ancestor. 

• Marriage License Information in newspapers often list the address of the potential bride and groom. But 
all marriages are not often listed. If you know their religion, you can look for churches near where either 
the bride or groom resided to determine where and when they might have gotten married in a parish 
register. 

• A Woman's Maiden Name can often be determined from the obituary of other family members. If she is 
married, her maiden name wouldn't be listed, but if she has brothers, their surname is often her sur-
name. If they have a common father, you have their maiden name. 

• Cause of Death If you don't have the death certificate, it can often be determined by researching news-
papers up to a couple of months before the death of the person. There might be an article about an acci-
dent or a hospitalization that can provide some clues. 

• Guest Books for weddings, anniversary and other parties might be useful, similar to Funeral Books and 
the attendees relationship to your ancestor. 

• Pallbearers at a funeral may be related to the ancestor and it is also likely that some are in-laws, thus 
indicating a marriage to a sibling or son or daughter of the deceased. 

• Cultural Naming Traditions for first names might bear fruit if you analyze the patterns based on a specific 
region, group, or religion. 

• Absences of ancestors can mean many things. If they are missing in a census, did they die, or were they 
at a different location working, or were a married couple separated? Make sure to check other residence 
based documents such as city directories, voter records, and/or tax lists to determine if they are gone 
“forever”. 
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The By Location Page 

The easiest way to access a particular state’s or province’s list of collections and categories is via the BY LOCATION 
page. 
 
This page has a dropdown for each state or province, with a link to the online collections links for every category available. 

• Chapter 1: Introduction 

• Chapter 2: Birth and marriage  

• Chapter 3: Death records and  information  

• Chapter 4: General advice about genealogy research 

• Chapter 5: Immigration, naturalization, travel 

• Chapter 6: Military  

• Chapter 7: Miscellaneous records (societies, illnesses) 

• Chapter 8: Newspaper research 

• Chapter 9: Occupations 

• Chapter 10: Photos and physical description 

• Chapter 11: Residences and other locations 

• Chapter 12: Schools and yearbooks 

• Chapter 13: Resources 

Chapter List for “Learning More About Your Ancestors Online” 

https://theancestorhunt.com/by-location.html
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Help Your Ancestors Live Forever - Write Your Family History 

And Write Your Own History While You're At It  

One of my goals in my personal genealogy is to make sure that my ancestors are remembered. Many had no descendants, 
so absolutely no one alive remembers them. That's sad to me, which is why I created a couple of family history websites.  
But recently I have been seeking even better ways to memorialize their lives.  Their stories are important to be documented, 
which might explain why I am such a fan of newspaper research. 

In any case, here are a few tools that I have discovered that provide a unique means to memorialize our ancestors. 

And guess what? We need to produce our own autobiographies. We aren’t getting any younger and memories do fade. 

  

WhooWe 
Produce an online history easily with text, video, and audio 
from online questions on your phone. You can contribute 

content in minute or several minute increments. 

StorySpot 
Produce an online memorial with text, video, timelines, photos, 

favorite songs, and audio, and produce an optional book. 
Great for family reunions also 

Whoowe is available from the AppStore and Google Play. 
Info at whoowe.com Try it out for free. Discount coupon for 

readers coming soon. 

Available at www.storyspot.com. Try it out for free. 25% dis-
count available by using “ANCESTOR” as coupon code. 

  

A Life Untold 
Produce an online history easily with text, video, and audio 
from online questions. Proceed at your own pace, and add 

questions if you like. Very easy to use. 

Audiobiography 
They say the closest you can feel to someone without touching 
them, is hearing their voice. Produce an online autobiography 

or memorial with audio; add photos and coordinate with a 
book. 

Available at A Life Untold. Try it out. 10% discount availa-
ble by using “HUNT as coupon code. 

Available at Audiobiography. Try it out. 10% discount availa-
ble by using “HUNT as coupon code. 

"The Ancestor Hunt" is an affiliate for several of these companies and may receive a small commission should you pur-
chase through this newsletter or the website and/or if you use the coupon codes mentioned above. 

https://www.whoowe.com/
http://www.storyspot.com
https://www.alifeuntold.com/ref/theancestorhunt/
https://audiobiography.com/home?partnerId=kenneth-r-marks195
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Last But Not Least 

The Ancestor Hunt Research Link Categories: 
 
 

Check out The Ancestor Hunt on Social Media 

 

Thank You for being a loyal reader and visiting The Ancestor Hunt. To Subscribe, Click HERE 

• Newspapers 

• Obituaries 

• Military Records 

• Directories 

• Photos 

• Yearbooks 

• Divorce Records 

• Naturalizations  

• Cemetery and Burial Records 

• Marriage Records   

• Tax Records 

• Mortuary Records 

• Immigration 

• Church Records 

• School Records 

• Voter Lists 

• Coroner Records 

• Probate and Wills 

• Alumni Records 

• Birth Records 

• Death Records 

• Criminal Records 

Newly Completed States with All Categories Created 

• 4,635 Free Online Kentucky Collections Available Now in 

20 Genealogy Record Categories  
• 1,981 Free Online Louisiana Collections Available Now in 

20 Genealogy Record Categories  
• 718 Free Online Delaware Collections Available Now in 20 

Genealogy Record Categories  
• 4,804 Free Online Michigan Collections Available Now in 20 

Genealogy Record Categories  
• 3,277 Free Online Minnesota Collections Available Now in 

20 Genealogy Record Categories  
• 3.168 Free Online Oklahoma Collections Available Now in 

20 Genealogy Record Categories  
• 7,814 Free Online North Carolina Collections Available 

Now in 20 Genealogy Record Categories  
• 2,344 Free Online Alabama Collections Available Now in 20 

Genealogy Record Categories  
• 2,339 Free Online New Jersey Collections Available Now in 

20 Genealogy Record Categories  
• 2,997 Free Online Maine Collections Available Now in 20 

Genealogy Record Categories  
• 2,499 Free Online Vermont Collections Available Now in 20 

Genealogy Record Categories  

• 1,951 Free Online South Carolina Collections Available 

Now in 20 Genealogy Record Categories  

• 5,407 Free Online Georgia Collections Available Now in 20 

Genealogy Record Categories  

• 2,296 Free Online West Virginia Collections Available Now 

in 20 Genealogy Record Categories  

• 2,826 Free Online Tennessee Collections Available Now in 

20 Genealogy Record Categories  

• 2.183 Free Online Nebraska Collections Available Now in 

20 Genealogy Record Categories  

• 1,924 Free Online Arkansas Collections Available Now in 

20 Genealogy Record Categories  

• 2,576 Free Online Florida Collections Available Now in 20 

Genealogy Record Categories  

• 4,598 Free Online Indiana Collections Available Now in 20 

Genealogy Record Categories  

• 1,879 Free Online Mississippi Collections Available Now in 

20 Genealogy Record Categories  

• 1,066 Free Online New Mexico Collections Available Now in 

20 Genealogy Record Categories  

• 1,179 Free Online South Dakota Collections Available Now 

in 20 Genealogy Record Categories  

https://theancestorhunt.com/subscribe.html
https://www.facebook.com/TheAncestorHunt
https://twitter.com/marksology
https://marksology.tumblr.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kennethrmarks/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtBZulebfB25jtRJRJ3btiw
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https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/5407-free-online-georgia-collections-available-now-in-20-genealogy-record-categories/
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