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One of the often overlooked genealogical documents, are passport applications and the passports themselves. For Unit-
ed States passport applications, required reading is from the U.S. National Archives - Passport Applications. The histo-
ry, types, limitations and how to access the microfilms of registers and indexes are included. 

So what unique and interesting information can be found in a U.S. passport application from the collection of 1795 - 
1925? 
 

• Name of applicant 

• Birth date or age 

• Birthplace 

• Date of application or issuance of passport 

• Marital status  

• Father’s or husband’s name 

• Father’s or husband’s birth date or age 

• Father’s or husband’s birthplace 

• Father’s or husband’s residence 

• Wife's name 

• Date of immigration 

• Date of naturalization and where and what court 

• Ship information 

• Possible information about children and other relatives 

• Occupation 

• Current residence and length of residency 

• Destination and reason for travel 

• Physical description - with no photograph, this may be the only hint of what they looked like 

• Photograph - this is a huge bonus as these applications provided the only photograph that I have of some ances-
tors. Low quality, but better than nothing. 

 
 
In microfilm form, they are available from NARA and the Family History Library in Salt Lake City. 

Online, check out these collections: 

FamilySearch - free 

• United States Passport Applications, 1795-1925 

• Hawaii, Passport Records, 1874-1898 

• Also, Passport Documents from Fiji, Finland, Germany, Portugal, and Spain 
 

Ancestry - subscription 

• U.S. Passport Applications, 1795-1925 

• Connecticut, Passport and Birth Certificates, 1852-1928 

• U.S. Consular Posts, Emergency Passport Applications, 1915-1926 

• Hawaii, Passport Records, 1849-1850, 1874-1900 

• Also, Passport Documents from Belarus, Latvia, Lithuania, France, Portugal, and Romania 
 

FindMyPast - subscription 

• United States Passport Applications 
 

Fold3 - subscription 

• Passport Applications, 1795-1905 

 
My Heritage - free 

• United States Passport Applications, 1795-1925 

 

http://www.archives.gov/research/passport/index.html
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/2185145?collectionNameFilter=false
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/3021682
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/list/?cqs=passport
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1174
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=2276
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1505
https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=61076
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/catalog/?keyword=passport
https://search.findmypast.com/search-world-Records/united-states-passport-applications
https://www.fold3.com/search/#query=passport&offset=14&t=447
https://www.myheritage.com/research/collection-10720/united-states-passport-applications-1795-1925

