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     Useful Articles from Other Sources 

Check out The Ancestor Hunt on Social Media 

 

 

Thank You for being a loyal reader and visiting The Ancestor Hunt. To Subscribe, Click HERE 

 

This newsletter contains affiliate links. The Ancestor Hunt will be compensated if you purchase after clicking on 

these links. There is no additional cost to you. Thank you for supporting The Ancestor Hunt.  

WHAT I AM WORKING ON IN  OCTOBER 
AND NOVEMBER 
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Monthly Raffle 

 

This past month (September 15th through October 14th), I offered a raffle for all subscribers.  

The winner of the raffle is Patti Mordasewicz from Ontario, Canada. Congratulations!  

And what did they win? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes. A full year of Storied Ultimate—for free. Includes a full year of Storied, a full year of NewspaperAr-
chive, and also the publication of your very own StoriedBook! 

I have been a user of NewspaperArchive for over a decade, and have found hundreds of articles about 
my ancestors and relatives. I started using Storied over the last year to capture written stories, clippings, 
and photos of my ancestors (and myself). And I really like it. It is so easy. 

So I wanted to share these tools, and with the cooperation of the folks at Storied we are doing this. 

To get an idea of what the winner is receiving and the details of all the options, please go to STORIED 

BUT—There is more! 

Next month’s raffle will be for the same Storied Prize and will include Existing Subscribers as well as 
new subscribers 

 

https://storied.com/?rfsn=7958939.4c502f&utm_source=refersion&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=7958939.4c502f
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Free Genealogy Website of the Month - Ancient Faces 

 
 

 

 

 

AncientFaces is a community-driven collection of photos. You can search by name but also browse by 
themes, people categories, date ranges, and places. 

From the website: “AncientFaces.com was officially launched in 2000 by Founder & Creator Daniel J. 
Pinna, and his mother, Founder & Community and Content Director Kathy Pinna. Over time, An-
cientFaces has grown from just a few people with a simple concept that has evolved into a mission 
shared by millions around the world.” 

For me, I found it useful to perform a search by a person’s name and to browse to a specific state and 
look through the photos and names. There is also a Biography section which is also useful to search 
and browse. 

Personally, I have had no luck finding an ancestor or relative, but there are a lot of photos and Bios on 
the site, and it is certainly worth your time to search and browse. 

To access the site, go to www.AncientFaces.com 

 

Speaking of photos, have you tried Mylio? I am trying it out right now and it is very promising for storing 
and managing my several thousand ancestor photos. They have a free trial worth checking out. Just 
click on the link for more info. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ancientfaces.com/user/daniel-pinna/11187
https://www.ancientfaces.com/user/daniel-pinna/11187
https://www.ancientfaces.com/user/kathy-pinna/38128
https://www.ancientfaces.com/
https://myliophotos.pxf.io/c/3036884/2060769/20281
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October Heritage Months - Italian American and German American 
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Political Footprints: Tracing Ancestors 

 
 

This article is reprinted with permission from NewspaperArchive/Storied 
________________________________________ 

When we think of our ancestors, it’s easy to picture them going about their daily lives—working, raising families, and navigating 
the ordinary challenges of their times. However, many of our ancestors were also engaged in the political world around them. 
Let’s explore how you can use newspapers to trace your ancestors’ political engagement and uncover fascinating stories you 
may never have expected. 

Why Newspapers Are a Goldmine for Political Research 

Newspapers have long been the pulse of local and national politics. From the buzz of campaign season to final election tallies, 
these historical records offer valuable insights into our ancestors’ political engagements. Here’s why they are valuable: 

• Real-time coverage: Newspapers captured events as they unfolded, providing a snapshot of the political climate. 

• Local focus: Many smaller papers covered local politics in detail, offering insights into community-level engagement. 

• Personal stories: Letters to the editor, opinion pieces, and local news often featured individual citizens’ political views 
and activities. 

Finding your ancestors’ names in these records can offer an intriguing look into their beliefs, values, and community involve-
ment. 

To begin tracing your ancestors through political campaign coverage, you’ll 
want to dig into newspaper archives from the period and location they lived in. 
Here are some tips to guide your research: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Start with Election Years 

• Search for your ancestors’ names in newspapers around election years. 

• Look for voter registration lists, which were often published in local papers. 

2. Explore Campaign Advertisements 

• Campaign ads can reveal which candidates your ancestors supported or opposed. 

• These ads often list supporters’ names, potentially including your family members. 

3. Search for Election Coverage and Results 

• Coverage sometimes included candidate lists and voter registries. 

• Local election results frequently listed vote tallies by precinct or ward. 

• Your ancestors’ voting patterns might be inferred from their neighborhood’s results.  
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________________________________________ 

4. Look for Political Meeting Reports 

• Many newspapers covered local political meetings, 
conventions, and rallies. 

• Attendee lists or speaker mentions could include your 
ancestors. 

• Search for the name of a political party, campaign 
slogan, or prominent local candidates. You might find arti-
cles mentioning your ancestors as attendees, organizers, 
or speakers. 

 

 

 

5. Investigate Letters to the Editor 

• Passionate ancestors may have written letters expressing their political views. 

• Even if they didn’t write, letters can provide context for local political issues. 

6. Search for Political Appointments 

• Ancestors involved in local politics might have been appointed to committees or boards. 

• These appointments were often announced in newspapers. 

Beyond the Ballot Box: Other Forms of Civic Engagement 

If you don’t find direct involvement in political campaigns, don’t be discouraged! Newspapers also covered civic engagement 
beyond elections. Look for:  

• Participation in community boards, educational committees, labor unions, or other civic organizations 

• Attendance at town hall meetings 

• Membership in political clubs or parties 

Unlock the Stories of Your Ancestors 

Newspapers are a rich source of information for tracing the political lives of your ancestors. From election coverage to politi-
cal ads, local newspapers can uncover stories that bring your family history to life. By exploring their political engagements, 
you’ll gain a deeper understanding of the roles your ancestors played in their communities and how they navigated the politi-
cal landscape of their time. 

Remember, every search through historical newspapers is a step towards preserving and understanding our col-
lective heritage.  

 

https://storied.com/?rfsn=7958939.4c502f&utm_source=refersion&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=7958939.4c502f
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Newspaper Research Tip of the Month - The Best Way to Find 20% More 

Pertinent Newspaper Articles Online 

 
 

 

Other than making sure that you are searching in the right place geographically and us-
ing a date range that fits your ancestors’ lives, what follows is the best way to find more 
ancestor articles when searching online historic newspapers. 

If you do newspaper research online as part of your genealogy and family history pur-
suits, then you have certainly been puzzled by some of the search results (or lack 
thereof) that you have received. 

The creation of newspaper images and the application of the OCR process do not al-
ways result in what you might expect in the index which is used to match your search 
criteria. 

There is a simple explanation for this, and it all has to do with quality: 

• Quality of the original material – was the newspaper old and brittle when 
scanned? Was it yellowed? Ripped or torn? Creased? Did it have dirt on it or lots of 
ink spots? 

• Quality of the scan – the scan creates the digital image and from that, the index. 
Was it from the original paper, a microfilm of the paper, or worse a copy of the mi-
crofilm? Every additional copy or scan degrades the resulting image and when the 
OCR process is applied, the index suffers. 

• Quality of the OCR software – some are more accurate than others. 

• Quality of the writing in the original newspaper – did the author get your ances-
tor’s name spelled correctly? 

• Quality of the typesetter – did the typesetter get every word from the author set up 
correctly? 

Thus what you are searching for probably won’t be a perfect digital database that repre-
sents what was originally written by the author and newspaper publisher. Here is an ex-
ample of the original newspaper article followed by what the OCR process produced: 

 

 

 

 

Long BKAHCB (N. J.) June 29.— Among tlie arrivals to-day were: Mr. and Mrs. Al Day-
man. Mrs. 1. Ilayman, .Mrs. Newman, Miss K. Newman auU iftai Baf Newman of fcan 

Fraucisco. 
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Newspaper Research Tip of the Month - The Best Way to Find 20% More 

Pertinent Newspaper Articles Online 

 
 

 

What can we do about it?  There are lots of things to try and this article deals with 
changing the letters in your search criteria. For example – if the surname you are 
searching for is “Wilson” and the letter “n” is often converted to the letter “m” in the in-
dex from the OCR process, why not search for “Wilsom”? 

I guarantee that changing your search letters will lead to an improvement of at least 5 to 
10% in search results. I heard from one reader that changing letters and letter pairs got 
them a 20% improvement! 

My suggestion?  Change your search criteria and exchange the letter string you are en-
tering in the search box to include alternative letter and letter pairs and see what hap-
pens. In other words –  deliberately misspell the name or word. You will be pleasantly 
surprised! 

Try out these letter replacements: 

 

rn and m  (ar n and em) 

h and b 

Capital D and O 

Capital D and G 

i, l, 1, /, !, and I  

0 and O 

c and e 

r and n 

[, ] and l (el) 

nl and m  (en el and em) 

n and ri  (en and ar eye) 

Capital B and 8 

t and + 

Capital E and F 

Capital K and X 

Capital V and Y 

Capital D and O or 0 

m and n 

v and y  

Capital R and B 

d and cl   

e and o 

Capital H and B 

h and k 

h and n 

Capital S and 8 

Capital S and 5 

Capital Z and 2 or 7 

Capital G and 6 

Capital K and |< 

Capital C and G 

Capital O and Q 

Capital Z and 2 

Capital I and T 

g and q 

5 and 8 or 3 
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State Digital Archives Updated 

 
 

 

 
All relevant genealogy material doesn't fit into neat categories. These Digital Archives have abundant genealo-

gy collections plus other collections such as scrapbooks, diaries, letters, family papers, oral histories, maps, 

rare manuscripts, etc. The Archives listed include state and local genealogy websites, library collections, and 

college and university collection websites. 

I am in the process of adding and updating each states available online genealogy websites and online ar-

chives. Below are those that have been completed and updated so far: 

• Free Online Alabama Digital Archives 

• Free Online Florida Digital Archives 

• Free Online Georgia Digital Archives 

• Free Online Illinois Digital Archives 

• Free Online Indiana Digital Archives 

• Free Online Kentucky Digital Archives 

• Free Online Minnesota Digital Archives 

• Free Online Mississippi Digital Archives 

• Free Online Missouri Digital Archives 

• Free Online North Carolina Digital Archives 

• Free Online South Carolina Digital Archives 

• Free Online Tennessee Digital Archives 

• Free Online Virginia Digital Archives 

 

The remaining states update will be completed in the next 30 days. 

https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-alabama-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-florida-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-georgia-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-illinois-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-indiana-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-kentucky-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-minnesota-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-mississippi-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-missouri-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-north-carolina-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-south-carolina-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-tennessee-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-virginia-digital-archives/
https://myheritage.sjv.io/c/3036884/983842/12471
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MORE ON DEMAND WEBINARS 

 
Can’t make the scheduled Live Webinars? No problem. You can access the exact same content in an On-
Demand Webinar, which means a recorded webinar that you can watch whenever you want. You can 
pause, rewind, or watch it as many times as you like. And you can ask questions during the recorded 
webinar by leaving Messages, which I will read and answer back to you via email.  P,S. They are less ex-
pensive. 

 
These are available On Demand: 

 
• How to Develop Critical Online Newspaper Research Skills 
• Using the New Chronicling America Version 2.0 – It is Different and It Is Better 
• Exploring 95 Tips for Researching Online Historical Newspapers 
• Mastering Finding, and Analyzing Newspaper Obituaries 

 
All Details and Registration can be found at Webinars 

 
 

LIVE WEBINAR SCHEDULE 

October 2024 

 
October 15 – 7:00 PM EDT – Exploring 95 Tips for Researching Online Historical Newspapers 

October 22 – 4:00 PM EDT – Mastering Finding, and Analyzing Newspaper Obituaries  

All Details and Registration can be found at Webinars 
 

As always we are open for group sessions with genealogical societies and other institutions. Just email 
me at kenmarksology@gmail.com 
 

Webinars 

https://theancestorhunt.com/webinars.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/webinars.html
https://click.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/click?id=buShra67%2anM&offerid=1347376.3&type=3&subid=0
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My Genealogy Books Details 

Published in November, 2022 

“Finding Your Ancestors For Free - Your Guide to the Best Online Ar-
chives, Collections, and Websites” 

Available via Amazon at https://amzn.to/3GPcbf1  

In paperback, eBook, and you get a free PDF as a bonus.  

Introduction 

• About the Author 

• Getting Started 

• The History of Free 

• Not All Records are Online 

• Free Access to Subscription Databases 

• Access to Free Collections for Residents 

• Why Isn’t Genealogy Always Free?  

• Disclosures 
 

Nationwide Websites 

• Aggregation Sites 

• Link Sites 

• Library Sites 

• Cemetery Sites 

• Newspaper Sites 

• Miscellaneous Sites 

State Websites 

Published in November, 2021 

“Learning More About Your Ancestors Online - Genealogy Guides for 
Newbies, Hobbyists, and Old Pros” 

Available via Amazon at https://amzn.to/3kUrebJ  

• Introduction 

• Birth and marriage  

• Death records and  infor-
mation  

• General advice about geneal-
ogy research 

• Immigration, naturalization, 
travel 

• Military  

• Miscellaneous records (societies, ill-
nesses) 

• Newspaper research 

• Occupations 

• Photos and physical description 

• Residences and other locations 

• Schools and yearbooks 

• Resources 

Published in March, 2023 

“Finding Your Ancestors’ Obituaries: The Complete Genealogy Guide to 
Obituaries” 

Available via Amazon at https://amzn.to/3JxiiWB  

In paperback, eBook, and you get a free PDF as a bonus.  

Delve into the fascinating history of obituaries and discover what crucial infor-
mation they contain, with real-life examples to help you understand their im-
portance. You'll also learn expert techniques for finding and obtaining obituar-
ies in both obituary databases and online newspaper archives, making your 
research easier than ever before. 
 
But that's not all! With over 10,000 free online obituary databases and 50,000 
historical newspaper titles for the United States and Canada in the Appendix, 
you'll have access to an incredible wealth of resources to aid your research. 
 
 

https://amzn.to/3GPcbf1
https://amzn.to/3kUrebJ?fbclid=IwAR2KwQtmYNS6r6WbSKfd_wiaYTYc3O6Z5bXeyCpLdpciZhFe9-xksv1UGKY
https://amzn.to/3JxiiWB
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Get the Quicksheet PDF (with clickable links) by Downloading HERE 

https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/historical-naturalization-and-immigration-laws-from-1790-through-1952/
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The By Location Page 

 
 The easiest way to access a particular state’s or province’s list of collections and categories is via the BY 

LOCATION page. 
 
This page has a dropdown for each state or province, with a link to the online collections links for every cate-
gory available. 

Video Channel 

There are now over 60 videos. Check them all out at  

The Ancestor Hunt Video Channel 

 Place Finders 
Do you often find yourself wanting or needing to know what county a city is located in or what places might be found in a specific 
county? 

You could do a Google search but what if you had a handy list that included a list of all the cities, other places, and ghost towns 
that identified their corresponding county along with a list of the counties in a state that listed all of the places in that county? 

What is a place? Besides cities and towns, you will find that the names of other places may vary from state to state. Most states 
have  Census Designated Places, Unincorporated communities, Indian Reservations, and ghost towns. Other places may be 
known as villages, hamlets, historic districts, townships, boroughs, municipalities, and more. 

Each state has a list of all the places in the state and their corresponding county. Each place has a link to a page that includes in-
formation about that place. The page may include geographical information, historical information, current information about the 
place and its surroundings, and much more. 

Included also for each state, is a Downloadable PDF with two lists: A list of places and their corresponding county, and; A list of 
counties with the places that are in that county.  

Check out Place Finders 

https://theancestorhunt.com/by-location.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/by-location.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/humix/
https://theancestorhunt.com/city-and-county-finders.html
http://www.genealogybank.com/?kbid=979614&m=68&i=29
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Help Your Ancestors Live Forever - Write Your Family History 

And Write Your Own History While You're At It  

One of my goals in my personal genealogy is to make sure that my ancestors are remembered. Many had no descendants, 
so absolutely no one alive remembers them. That's sad to me, which is why I created a couple of family history websites.  
But recently I have been seeking even better ways to memorialize their lives.  Their stories are important to be documented, 
which might explain why I am such a fan of newspaper research. 

In any case, here is my favorite tool that I have discovered that provide a unique means to memorialize our ancestors. 

And guess what? We need to produce our own autobiographies. We aren’t getting any younger and memories do fade. 

Build your family tree with historical records and bring it to life with vibrant, col-
laborative stories 

Get a 20% Discount for NewspaperArchive and 
Storied by using the “TAH20” coupon code. 

https://storied.com/?rfsn=7958939.4c502f&utm_source=refersion&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=7958939.4c502f

