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Thank You for being a loyal reader and visiting The Ancestor Hunt. To Subscribe, Click HERE

This newsletter contains affiliate links. The Ancestor Hunt will be compensated if you purchase after clicking on
these links. There is no additional cost to you. Thank you for supporting The Ancestor Hunt.
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https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/8-killer-ways-to-organize-your-genealogy-documents-and-photos-thatll-make-your-ancestors-proud/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/8-killer-ways-to-organize-your-genealogy-documents-and-photos-thatll-make-your-ancestors-proud/
https://familytreemagazine.com/heritage/italian/websites-and-organizations-for-italian-genealogy-research/
https://familytreemagazine.com/heritage/italian/church-keys/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/10-proven-techniques-to-validate-your-sources/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/professional-genealogist/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/professional-genealogist/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/how-to-convince-your-spouse-that-buying-that-200-year-old-family-bible-on-ebay-is-a-sound-investment/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/how-to-convince-your-spouse-that-buying-that-200-year-old-family-bible-on-ebay-is-a-sound-investment/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/from-hoarder-to-historian-organizing-your-family-artifacts-like-a-pro/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/from-hoarder-to-historian-organizing-your-family-artifacts-like-a-pro/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/the-accidental-historian-how-genealogy-made-me-care-about-world-events/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/the-accidental-historian-how-genealogy-made-me-care-about-world-events/
https://familytreemagazine.com/records/newspapers/genealogy-guide-obituaries/
https://familytreemagazine.com/records/newspapers/genealogy-guide-obituaries/
https://familytreemagazine.com/cemeteries/hidden-meanings-gravestone-symbols/
https://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2024/10/genealogy-research-fact-and-fiction/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/8-census-records-that-hide-extra-information-in-plain-sight/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/8-census-records-that-hide-extra-information-in-plain-sight/
https://familytreemagazine.com/heritage/early-american/casting-an-ancestral-spell/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/your-irish-ancestor-was-not-a-lucky-charms-leprechaun-the-most-hilarious-family-tree-photo-fails/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/your-irish-ancestor-was-not-a-lucky-charms-leprechaun-the-most-hilarious-family-tree-photo-fails/
https://familytreemagazine.com/records/courthouse/genealogy-research-at-the-courthouse-when-your-ancestors-old-record-is-missing/
https://familytreemagazine.com/records/courthouse/genealogy-research-at-the-courthouse-when-your-ancestors-old-record-is-missing/
https://familytreemagazine.com/records/38-family-history-discoveries-you-can-only-make-in-person/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/how-to-use-free-library-of-congress-images-to-enrich-your-family-history/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/how-to-use-free-library-of-congress-images-to-enrich-your-family-history/
https://familytreemagazine.com/us/tracing-ancestors-in-voter-records/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/filter-ancestry-hints-collection/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/genealogy-help-and-how-to/filter-ancestry-hints-collection/
https://familytreemagazine.com/best-state-genealogy-websites/
https://wheatonwood.com/2024/11/02/american-military-resources-for-genealogists/
https://blog.a3genealogy.com/2024/11/geealogy-hints-in-poll-taxes-voter.html
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/from-potatoes-to-love-at-first-sip-cocktails-what-my-irish-ancestors-would-hate-about-modern-weddings/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/from-potatoes-to-love-at-first-sip-cocktails-what-my-irish-ancestors-would-hate-about-modern-weddings/
https://familytreemagazine.com/organization/inherited-genealogy-research/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/blog/finding-united-states-military-service-records

Monthly Raffle

This past month (October 15th through November 14th), | offered a raffle for all subscribers.
The winner of the raffle is Carol Scott from xxxxxxxx. Congratulations!

And what did they win?

_ ULTIMATE
& FAMILY HISTORY
BUNDLE

Storicd Ultansate
NewspaperArchive
StaricdBook™

Yes. A full year of Storied Ultimate—for free. Includes a full year of Storied, a full year of NewspaperAr-
chive, and also the publication of your very own StoriedBook!

| have been a user of NewspaperArchive for over a decade, and have found hundreds of articles about
my ancestors and relatives. | started using Storied over the last year to capture written stories, clippings,
and photos of my ancestors (and myself). And | really like it. It is so easy.

So | wanted to share these tools, and with the cooperation of the folks at Storied we are doing this.
To get an idea of what the winner is receiving and the details of all the options, please go to STORIED
BUT—There is more!

Next month’s raffle will be for the same Storied Prize and will include Existing Subscribers as well as
new subscribers
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https://storied.com/?rfsn=7958939.4c502f&utm_source=refersion&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=7958939.4c502f

Just Published - Finding Your Ancestors in Historical Newspapers: A Practi-
cal Guide to Improving Your Online Newspaper Research Results

Why This Book?

@/f’i}? yﬂlﬂ" Sfi]r?c? | am a newspaper research afficionado, | have been working on
}'}08,5' Orj'i}’} this for 3 years.

Historical
Newypa/a

{
| 4 oo
s B
o ‘.i, e AR R
BYERENNEERAVIAlKS} :

This is why you should consider adding it to your collection:

Discover Hidden Stories: Learn how to find remarkable stories about
ers your family that can be easily overlooked.

Master Powerful Techniques: Unlock advanced newspaper research
methods that go far beyond basic surname searches. For example, using
abbreviations, nicknames, misspellings, and hyphenated words.

Access Exclusive Resources: Gain a comprehensive list of historical
newspaper databases that save you time and expand your research ca-
pabilities.

A Practical Guide
to Improving Your Online
Newspaper Research Results

What You'll Find Inside

The information in this book is presented in seven sections, each designed to guide you step-by-step toward be-
coming a proficient newspaper researcher:

Section 1: Why Newspapers Matter — Discover the incredible secrets hidden in historical newspapers and
why they are essential to successful genealogical research.

Section 2: What You'll Find in Historical Newspapers — Learn about the various types of information and
articles available, including obituaries, local events, and personal stories that add depth to your family his-

tory.

Section 3: The Digitization Process — Understand how original newspapers are transformed into digital for-
mats, helping you make sense of digital searches and what to expect from scanned content.

Section 4: Basic and Advanced Search Elements — Develop a thorough understanding of search techniques,
from fundamental to advanced, enabling you to find even the most elusive articles.

Section 5: Tools and Techniques for Success — Master advanced search strategies, plus dozens of practical
tips that will help you find the information you need efficiently.

Section 6: Software and Subscription Databases — Explore the various online software packages and sub-
scription databases available, making your search more productive and informed.

Section 7: Historical Newspaper Databases — Access major online newspaper databases from the United
States, Canada, Europe, and beyond, complete with direct links to each resource.

Available in Paperback and eBook. Get MORE INFO on Amazon at https://amzn.to/4fMRZZ|
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November Heritage Month - Native American Heritage

From the Library of Congress:

The Library of Congress, National Archives and Records Administration, National Endowment for the
Humanities, National Gallery of Art, National Park Service, Smithsonian Institution and United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum join in paying tribute to the rich ancestry and traditions of Native Ameri-
cans.

Indigenous Peoples of the Americas: A Guide to Resources at the Library of Congress

Road to Revolution: Native Americans and the American Revolution
Native American Artists

The Henry Rowe Schoolcraft Papers
Native American Heritage Month - NPS Celebrates! (U.S. National Park Service

Native American Veterans

National Endowment for the Humanities Teacher's Guide
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https://guides.loc.gov/indigenous-peoples-resources
https://visit.archives.gov/whats-on/explore-exhibits/road-revolution
https://www.nga.gov/features/native-american-artists.html
https://www.loc.gov/collections/henry-rowe-schoolcraft-papers/about-this-collection/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/npscelebrates/native-american-heritage-month.htm
https://www.loc.gov/collections/veterans-history-project-collection/serving-our-voices/diverse-experiences-in-service/legacies-of-service-celebrating-native-americans/
https://edsitement.neh.gov/teachers-guides/american-indian-history-and-heritage

Free Genealogy Website of the Month - Sanborn Maps

The Sanborn Map Collection is available via the Library of Congress. There are maps available from all 50 states
in the US, and DC, as well as Canada, Cuba, and Mexico.

From the website: “The Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps Online Checklist provides a searchable database of the fire
insurance maps published by the Sanborn Map Company housed in the collections of the Geography and Map
Division. The online checklist is based upon the Library’s 1981 publication Fire Insurance Maps in the Library of
Congress and will be continually updated to reflect new acquisitions.”

By clicking on the Collection Items link on the site, it displays over 35,000 online maps. Using the filters, you can
narrow down the maps by date range and location, such as state and county.

There also are some Articles and essays with detailed information about the maps, including:

e [ntroduction to the Collection
e Sanborn Samplers
e Sanborn Time Series

To access the site, go to LOC.gov/collections/sanborn-maps

Interested in a full feature photo manager? Have you tried Mylio? | am trying it out right now and it is
very promising for storing and managing my several thousand ancestor photos. They have a free trial
worth checking out. Just click on the image for more info.
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https://myliophotos.pxf.io/c/3036884/2060769/20281

Advantage Archives New Directory is Fantastic!

history:Archives

BRINGING THE PAST INTO THE PRESENT

With :E Access To Local History!
—

>125 1,100+

MILLION IMAGES COMMUNITIES TOACCESS
- no tricks. Your

, No subscriptions,
history is free to access.

Have you checked out the new Advantage Archives Community History Archives Directory
site? In a word — it is fantastic!

From Advantage:

“I'm excited to announce the launch of the brand-new Community History Archives Directory!
This directory is designed to make it easier for you and your community to access and explore
a vast collection of historical resources. The directory can be found here: https://
communityhistoryarchives.com/. It is a great resource to include in your website’s digi-
tal resources section to inform your patrons about these free historical resources. We
are working to change the link to direct people to the new directory on each archive and hope
to have that link updated soon.*”

Here are some of the many features:

e One way to use the new Directory is via the Map. You can scroll in or out and select one of
the over 1000 Community History Archives (CHA) by selecting a pin, which represents the
location of the institution that has the CHA

e On the Map page, you can also search for a state and location. You will be presented with
all the institutions for that location (and links to their CHA) as well as a map of the location
with pins where the institutions are located

e The Browse tab is fantastic. All the states are represented by blocks with the number of
CHAs in the upper right corner. Click on a state and all of the CHAs are listed as well as a
map with pinned locations.

e Want to know how to use the new CHA software? A very detailed list of 40 tutorials is pre-
sented via the Resources tab.

¢ The Profile tab presents detailed information about Featured Partners and Archives.

e The Settings Page (Click on the *) is really cool. You can select CHAs by clicking on a
state name, a content type, an institution type, and select institutions with CHAs via distance
(in miles). So if you are searching for an ancestor in a specific area, you can look for CHAs
within a chosen distance.

You can access the Community History Archives Directory HERE
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6 Best Ways to NOT FIND Your Ancestors

Genealogy research is hard; nobody cooperates; the database you want to research is the next county
over; you have names that have thousands of duplicates; the online family trees are all over the place,
etc. So you continue to not find your ancestors.

In the interests of keeping this losing streak alive, here are 6 ways to continue to not find your ances-
tors:

Don’t interview your older relatives — | have 3 of them left and what a pain they are. They can’t hear
you. They suffer from CRS disease (Can’t Remember Squat). If you bring a bunch of technology, like
voice recorders, smartphones, iPads, laptops — they freak out. Don’t bother showing them your old pho-
tos because most of the answers will be “I| don’t remember” or “| don’t know.” And that is if you can get
them to stop crying over all their old friends and close relatives who have died. And make sure you ar-
gue with them when they tell you something about somebody that you know is not true. They are proba-
bly wrong anyway. They were “there” but their memory is failing so they are probably making stuff up.
Make sure you ask them about all the “skeletons in the closet” stories that you heard about them and
others. That will really get them to cooperate because at their age they like nothing better than to tell
embarrassing stories about themselves that they forgot about 40 years ago. Yeah — older relatives —
what a waste of time. And they will be mad at you afterward for dredging up old crappy memories.

Only search online — Everybody knows that everything is online, so why would you want to go to a li-
brary or an archive? You can’t take pictures; you have to wear gloves, and forget going to a courthouse
— all that dust and crabby people that work there? Not for me. And besides you have to get out of your
pajamas, get dressed — shave, or put makeup on — no way. And it takes too darn long to look for things
one boring page at a time. You can'’t read half the stuff anyway. Don’t get me started with microfilm
readers. So 20th century!
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6 Best Ways to NOT FIND Your Ancestors

Always do exact searches — When you are searching online, like FamilySearch or that not free one —
Ancestry? Or any other — make sure that you always do exact searches because those are the best. If
you have written down that they lived in Georgia, why would you search in South Carolina— that’s
dumb. And oh yeah — regarding last name spelling — Imagine the census taker in the early 1900’s. They
show up at the door and ask your great-grandmother a bunch of questions. He says — “What’s your last
name? And she says “Mankiewicz”. He says “Huh?” She says “Mankiewicz” and knowing that most peo-
ple have no clue how to spell it — she starts “M..A..N....” and he writes down the letters one by one. So
no mistakes were made there. And even if she didn't spell it out for him, he was smart enough to know
how to spell it. They paid those census takers a lot of money — so they were smart and also had to have
exceptional penmanship to get the job. So you say — what about the data entry of documents into an
index? Ever heard of two-pass verification or double data entry — problem solved — 99.5% success is
pretty darn good. So you say — what about the changing of names at Ellis Island? Don’t even get me
started on that hocus pocus baloney. Of course, they were all changed — nobody could speak English,
Duh!

Don’t write down where you got stuff — all the experts tell you to write down where you found stuff —
you know documents and things. Why? You already found it — so why would you write down where you
found it? That's dumb. If you were walking down the street and found a twenty-dollar bill would you rush
home and write down the address of where you found it? Heck no — you’d spend it. Look — | found it —
you didn’t. if you want to prove me wrong — go find it yourself. That’s your problem, not mine. Why?
Cause | already found it. That's another “Duh”. So you say — for future generations! Again that’s their
problem — you'll be dead anyway — what do you care?

Copy from every tree you can find — this is my favorite because it makes it so easy to not find any of
the right ancestors. There are tons of already perfect family trees out there — on Ancestry, Fami-
lySearch, WikiTree, My Heritage, and many more. | have always felt that if it is written down and/or pub-
lished then it has to be correct. So you want to join all these sites and copy all of the trees and merge
them with your tree. Then you will have tons of possible ancestors all in one place. What a goldmine of
ancestors — most of whom aren’t yours.

Don’t try to find living relatives — Okay — you have been at this “not finding ancestors” thing for quite a
while. Everybody says that you should try to find “cousins” — not necessarily first cousins, but 2nd, 3rd,
removed ones, etc. Have you met my cousins? | don't need more cousins like them. But | digress.
Here’s the deal — if these so-called cousins were interested in genealogy wouldn’t they have already
contacted you? And if they haven't, then it means that they don’t care. And let me tell you — some of
these cousins make this “not finding ancestors” thing an art form. They hide old boxes of ancestor docu-
ments and photos in their garages and attics and claim to have no time to look through them. So don't
even bother trying to find them and contact them. Keep your not finding ancestors streak alive.

FULL DISCLOSURE - everything written above is intended to be a joke. PLEASE do NOT do any of
these things like | said. Meet with your older relatives NOW; don’t rely on exact searches; get out of the
house and to libraries and archives — that is where you will find some really great stuff; please write
down your sources — if not for future generations but for yourself — so you don’t have to ask yourself
where you found it; be very careful with existing online family trees — use them as clues only and VERI-
FY; and yes — try to find other “cousins” — not only will you expand your tree but you will meet some
great people who may indeed help you.

Most Important — Have Fun!
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Newspaper Research Tip of the Month - 5 Things to Consider When Select-
ing an Online Newspaper Subscription Site

Finding information and articles in newspapers about your ancestors is incredibly rewarding. And the
amount of information about your ancestors in old newspapers is likely more than we can find. If you fol-
low this site, you know that | am “big” on using old newspapers as resources to find out about your family
and their stories. And that there are over 75,000 links to Free Collections on the Newspaper Links page

But what about paid newspaper subscription sites? | have used the three large ones in the U.S.
(Newspapers.com, NewspaperArchive, and GenealogyBank). There are other sites where newspapers
are available, such as Ancestry.com, British Newspaper Archive, FindMyPast, MyHeritage, etc. There are
pluses and minuses to all of these sites, but this article is not a comparison of these sites.

Why is that you ask? In my opinion, each person should make up their own mind as to what characteris-
tics are important to them and how each of these sites fits their particular preferences.

What are the five most important characteristics? Here’s what you should consider:

e User Interface and Searching Features — every site mentioned above (and those not mentioned)
has different user interfaces — some are simple and easy to figure out and use; some have richer ca-
pabilities and features. | always like to try the “Advanced Search” features because that generally
indicates the total breadth of capability. And one MUST read the Help documentation for each of
these sites. Generally, they will let you know what type of search criteria can be entered — for exam-
ple Boolean and proximity searches. Quite honestly | have heard many subscribers complain about
not finding anything when they haven’t even tried to learn all the search capabilities available to
them.

e Scan and OCR Quality — the index that the site has created is only as good as the quality of the
original scan and the OCR software that they use to build the index. Were the newspapers scanned
from originals from microfilm, or from copies of microfiim? Some of the collections that | have seen
have an extremely poor quality image displayed after selecting a search result. This indicates to me
that the original image in which they applied the OCR process was degraded and hence the index
certainly will suffer. In other words — your ancestor is mentioned but the scan was so lousy that the
OCR process could not build an acceptable index entry with the correct spelling of the name.

e Price and Billing Practices — some of the aforementioned sites are 4 times as expensive as the
others. Some have a monthly plan, some annually only. Some auto-renew and some do not. If you
purchase a subscription it is incumbent on you to read the terms of the subscription as well as the
fine print. As always with any purchase online — it is buyer-be AWARE. Many have a free trial period,
which gives you a chance to try before you buy a long-term subscription.

e Collections Available — just as in Real Estate where the motto is “Location, location, location” — the
motto for subscription newspaper research sites is “Database, database, database.” | get asked all
the time if someone should purchase a subscription to site A. | always ask them first — for the states,
cities, or areas that you are researching, as well as the dates that your ancestors lived there, does
the site have a collection of newspapers available? If it doesn’t for a preponderance of your ances-
tors — if you purchase a subscription don’t complain when you can’t find anything. All sites have a list
of what newspapers and dates are in their collections. Check those out before you buy.

e Image Downloads - this is critical. Can you download just the image? Can you download the entire
page in pdf? How zoomable is the image or pdf after you download it? The reason this is critical is
that some of the sites do not have an image or PDF that allows you to zoom in to make a larger im-
age without distortion. | find this unsatisfactory when snipping obituary notices which tend to be quite
small in size — and if there is distortion after making the obit larger, one can’t read it.

Most sites have some sort of free trial or a short-time subscription so you don’t have to plunk down mon-
ey for a whole year if your resources are tight and you just want to check out the site.

So check out free old newspaper resources but don’t forget these historical newspaper subscription sites
— they have different collections available than those on the free sites.

Your family history research will be enhanced by using all resources available to you.
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State Digital Archives Updated

All relevant genealogy material doesn't fit into neat categories. These Digital Archives have
abundant genealogy collections plus other collections such as scrapbooks, diaries, letters,

family papers, oral histories, maps, rare manuscripts, etc. The Archives listed include state
and local genealogy websites, library collections, and college and university collection web-
sites.

| have completed adding and updating each states available online genealogy websites and
online archives. Here are the links to all the states:

Free Online Alabama Digital Archives Free Online Montana Digital Archives

Free Online Alaska Digital Archives Free Online Nebraska Digital Archives

Free Online Arizona Digital Archives Free Online Nevada Digital Archives

Free Online Arkansas Digital Archives Free Online New Hampshire Digital Archives
Free Online California Digital Archives Free Online New Jersey Digital Archives
Free Online Colorado Digital Archives Free Online New Mexico Digital Archives
Free Online Connecticut Digital Archives Free Online New York Digital Archives

Free Online Delaware Digital Archives Free Online North Carolina Digital Archives

Free Online District of Columbia Digital Ar- Free Online North Dakota Digital Archives
chives

Free Online Ohio Digital Archives

Free Online Florida Digital Archives

Free Online Oklahoma Digital Archives

Free Online Georgia Digital Archives

Free Online Oregon Digital Archives

Free Online Hawaii Digital Archives

Free Online Pennsylvania Digital Archives

Free Online Idaho Digital Archives

Free Online Rhode Island Digital Archives

Free Online lllinois Digital Archives

Free Online South Carolina Digital Archives

Free Online Indiana Digital Archives

Free Online South Dakota Digital Archives

Free Online lowa Digital Archives

Free Online Tennessee Digital Archives

Free Online Kansas Digital Archives

Free Online Texas Digital Archives

Free Online Kentucky Digital Archives

Free Online Utah Digital Archives

Free Online Louisiana Digital Archives

Free Online Vermont Digital Archives

Free Online Maine Digital Archives

Free Online Virginia Digital Archives

Free Online Maryland Digital Archives

Free Online Washington Digital Archives

Free Online Massachusetts Digital Archives

Free Online West Virginia Digital Archives

Free Online Michigan Digital Archives

Free Online Wisconsin Digital Archives

Free Online Minnesota Digital Archives

Free Online Wyoming Digital Archives

Free Online Mississippi Digital Archives

Free Online Missouri Digital Archives
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https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-alabama-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-alaska-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-arizona-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-arkansas-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-california-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-colorado-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-connecticut-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-delaware-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-district-of-columbia-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-district-of-columbia-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-florida-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-georgia-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-hawaii-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-idaho-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-illinois-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-indiana-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-iowa-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-kansas-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-kentucky-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-louisiana-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-maine-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-maryland-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-massachusetts-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-michigan-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-minnesota-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-mississippi-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-missouri-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-montana-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-nebraska-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-nevada-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-new-hampshire-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-new-jersey-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-new-mexico-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-new-york-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-north-carolina-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-north-dakota-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-ohio-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-oklahoma-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-oregon-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-pennsylvania-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-rhode-island-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-south-carolina-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-south-dakota-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-tennessee-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-texas-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-utah-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-vermont-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-virginia-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-washington-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-west-virginia-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-wisconsin-digital-archives/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/free-online-wyoming-digital-archives/

Webinars

MORE ON DEMAND WEBINARS

Can’t make the scheduled Live Webinars? No problem. You can access the exact same content in an On-
Demand Webinar, which means a recorded webinar that you can watch whenever you want. You can
pause, rewind, or watch it as many times as you like. And you can ask questions during the recorded
webinar by leaving Messages, which | will read and answer back to you via email. P,S. They are less ex-
pensive.

These are available On Demand:

How to Develop Critical Online Newspaper Research Skills

Using the New Chronicling America Version 2.0 — It is Different and It Is Better
Exploring 95 Tips for Researching Online Historical Newspapers

Mastering Finding, and Analyzing Newspaper Obituaries

All Details and Registration can be found at Webinars

LIVE WEBINAR SCHEDULE
October 2024

November 19 - 1:00 PM EST — Exploring 95 Tips for Researching Online Historical Newspapers

All Details and Registration can be found at Webinars

As always we are open for group sessions with genealogical societies and other institutions. Just email
me at kenmarksology@gmail.com

Make Sure you check out our New Guided Courses on Page 16

Explore billions of

NEWSPAPER newspaper articles Start Free Trial
from all over the world.

Explore your story ancestry

with a free trial.

SIUPIAN, LILLIAN
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My Genealogy Books Details

% — 0 7 4 . .
Your Guide to the Best Published in November, 2022
OnhneGeneangyArchwes 3

“Finding Your Ancestors For Free - Your Guide to the Best Online Ar-
chives, Collections, and Websites”

Available via Amazon at https://amzn.to/3GPcbf1
In paperback, eBook, and you get a free PDF as a bonus.

Introduction Nationwide Websites

e  About the Author e  Aggregation Sites
e  Getting Started e Link Sites
%n%n e  The History of Free e  Library Sites
rq ﬂ f e  Not All Records are Online e  Cemetery Sites
our neesiors e  Free Access to Subscription Databases e Newspaper Sites
e Access to Free Collections for Residents ®  Miscellaneous Sites
e  Why Isn’'t Genealogy Always Free? State Websites

e Disclosures

Published in November, 2021

“Learning More About Your Ancestors Online - Genealogy Guides for
Newbies, Hobbyists, and Old Pros”

Available via Amazon at https://amzn.to/3kUrebJ

e Introduction e  Miscellaneous records (societies, ill-
e  Birth and marriage nesses)
e  Death records and infor- Newspaper research

mation Occupations

e  General advice about geneal-
ogy research
e Immigration, naturalization,

— .
Genealogy Guides for travel
Newbies, Hobbyists, and Old Pros e Military

Photos and physical description
Residences and other locations
Schools and yearbooks
Resources

By Kenmeth R Marks

Published in March, 2023

“Finding Your Ancestors’ Obituaries: The Complete Genealogy Guide to
Obituaries”

’
ﬂ”CﬂffO’T Available via Amazon at https://amzn.to/3JxiiWB
Oélf{,{ﬂ}"lej' In paperback, eBook, and you get a free PDF as a bonus.

Delve into the fascinating history of obituaries and discover what crucial infor-
mation they contain, with real-life examples to help you understand their im-
portance. You'll also learn expert techniques for finding and obtaining obituar-
ies in both obituary databases and online newspaper archives, making your
research easier than ever before.

But that's not all! With over 10,000 free online obituary databases and 50,000
historical newspaper titles for the United States and Canada in the Appendix,
you'll have access to an incredible wealth of resources to aid your research.

The Complete Genealogy
Guide to Obituaries

By Kenneth R Marks
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The Ancestor Hunt is Now Offering Guided Courses

Guided Courses

e Born in Print: Hunting Down
Birth Notices in Newspapers

e Newspaper Nuptials: Finding
Marriage Records in Old
Newspapers

e Beyond the Grave:
Uncovering Hidden Tales of
the Departed

Il Storied

The Ancestor Hunt is pleased to offer three self-paced courses regarding acquiring vital infor-
mation from historical newspapers. Find out about marriage notices, birth announcements, obitu-
aries, and dozens more relevant newspaper article types.

This is a collaboration with Storied and the details can be found on the Webinars page.

Make sure that you apply the ANCESTOR coupon code for a significant discount!
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The By Location Page

The easiest way to access a particular state’s or province’s list of collections and categories is via the BY
LOCATION page.

This page has a dropdown for each state or province, with a link to the online collections links for every cate-
gory available.

Video Channel

There are now over 60 videos. Check them all out at

The Ancestor Hunt Video Channel

humix | IF eSO |

Most Views

B categories

Where to Fi Why You Should Be .
High SchodIBAILS Visiting TheAncestor 24 Ways to Find

Ohtian) Cenealop Cukce EE =N Hunt Reglarly ' Ancestor Death
online \ | (Over 200,000 - Information
| 336

@ Avout Collection Links) 1

;f Obituary Genealogy Guide % Where to Find High School and A? Why You Should Be Visiting The ﬁ How to More Easily Fi Aj 24 Ways to Find Ancestor Death
45 Ancestr L College Yearbooks Online L~ Ancestor Hunt Regularly L Obituaries in Old Newspapers . Information

E

Most Likes

Obituary Genealogy Guide

—
= | S
. votE
- : NTea)= <
: e —T I @
'A?' How to More Easily Find ﬁ How to Use Abbreviations in ﬁ Chronicling America - Part 3 - A? 9 Reasons Why You Should Be

Obituaries in Old Newspapers Your Newspaper Research to... Finding Articles Researching Voter Records
2 estry cestry try

g Obituary Genealogy Guide

Place Finders

Do you often find yourself wanting or needing to know what county a city is located in or what places might be found in a specific
county?

You could do a Google search but what if you had a handy list that included a list of all the cities, other places, and ghost towns
that identified their corresponding county along with a list of the counties in a state that listed all of the places in that county?

What is a place? Besides cities and towns, you will find that the names of other places may vary from state to state. Most states
have Census Designated Places, Unincorporated communities, Indian Reservations, and ghost towns. Other places may be
known as villages, hamlets, historic districts, townships, boroughs, municipalities, and more.

Each state has a list of all the places in the state and their corresponding county. Each place has a link to a page that includes in-
formation about that place. The page may include geographical information, historical information, current information about the
place and its surroundings, and much more.

Included also for each state, is a Downloadable PDF with two lists: A list of places and their corresponding county, and; A list of
counties with the places that are in that county.

Check out Place Finders

e

wrg d -@NEALOGYBANK

FIND your ANCESTORS

Newspapers and more
(1690 to today)
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When Were State Birth Records Started and Required

If you are looking for birth records, including certificates, you need to know the timing of each state’s require-
ments. Each state in the U.S. started requiring birth registrations in different years. Generally, some type of
records were created prior to the official state laws, either at the county, city, or town levels. But state rec-
ords weren’t required until alaw was passed. Some states passed laws that mandated that records be kept
at the local level, even though there was not mandated state registration. Furthermore, even though registra-
tions and certificates were mandated, general compliance was not achieved by all entities for just a few years
or even a few decades in some instance.

Below is a chart that lists for each state when registration was required, when it started at local jurisdictions,
and when general compliance with the state law was achieved. Please note that local level registration and
records were not adhered to by all local jurisdictions. If the year is blank, | could not find the information for

that entry.
State Year Mandated Sr::tredR eaft:(l,.':::sal Y%a;r::,ﬁ:::;al
Jurisdiction
Alabama 1908 1881 1927
Alaska 1913 - -
Arizona 1909 1855 1926
Arkansas 1914 1881 Mid 1930s
California 1905 1800 -
Colorado 1907 1876 1920
Connecticut 1897 1630s 1915
Delaware 1881 1650 1921
District of Columbia 1874 - -
Florida 1899 1865 1920
Georgia 1919 1875 1928
Hawaii 1842 - 1929
Idaho 1911 1907 1920s
lllinois 1916 1877 1922
Indiana 1907 1881 1920
lowa 1907 1880 1924
Kansas 1911 1885 -
Kentucky 1911 1852 1917
Louisiana 1911 1790 -
Maine 1892 1700 -
Maryland 1898 1649 -
Massachusetts 1841 1600 1850
Michigan 1905 1867 1915
Minnesota 1908 1870 1915
Mississippi 1912 1879 1921

The source of these dates are a combination of each state’s vital records website in conjunction with the
FamilySearch Wiki. A great resource with more details can be found at:
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/How to Find United States Birth Records

% © The Ancestor Hunt 2024 Visit The Ancestor Hunt at: https: //www.theancestorhunt.com

Get the Quicksheet PDF (with clickable links) by Downloading HERE
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Help Your Ancestors Live Forever - Write Your Family History
And Write Your Own History While You're At It

One of my goals in my personal genealogy is to make sure that my ancestors are remembered. Many had no descendants,
so absolutely no one alive remembers them. That's sad to me, which is why | created a couple of family history websites.
But recently | have been seeking even better ways to memorialize their lives. Their stories are important to be documented,

which might explain why | am such a fan of newspaper research.
In any case, here is my favorite tool that | have discovered that provide a unique means to memorialize our ancestors.

And guess what? We need to produce our own autobiographies. We aren't getting any younger and memories do fade.

IIf Storied

The Next Chapter in Family History™

Build your family tree with historical records and bring it to life with vibrant, col-
laborative stories

= Get a 20% Discount for NewspaperArchive and
Join for Free Storied by using the “TAH20” coupon code.

Compare Pricing for Storied

Check out our pricing compared to other popular genealogy sites.

m $4.99/m°

og Other $24.92/mo
D% Other $24.99/mo
$0 $5 $10 $15 $20 $25

Price per month
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