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Articles Published Since Last Issue  

• FamilySearch New and Updated Collections – January 1-
15, 2025 

• FamilySearch New and Updated Collections – February 1
-15, 2025 

• FamilySearch New and Updated Collections – January 1-
31, 2025 

• Ancestry New and Updated Collections – February 1-15, 
2025 

• Ancestry New and Updated Collections – January 1-31, 
2025 

• Family History Newcomer, Storied, Announces Acquisi-
tion of AI Innovator Memory Lane and Rolls Out Afforda-
ble Pricing 

• Free Online Genealogy Website of the Day – American 
Battle Monuments Commission 

• Free Online Genealogy Website of the Day – Behind The 
Name 

• Free Online Genealogy Website of the Day – WorldGen-
Web 

• MyHeritage New and Updated Collections – January 2025 

• 1,275 Free Online Immigration Record Collections from 
the United States 

• 1,280 Free Online Military Records from the Mid Atlantic 
States 

• 1,470 Free Online Military Records from the Western 
States 

• 1,550 Free Online Criminal Records from the United 
States 

• 160 Free Mid West States Online Voter Record Collec-
tions 

• 2,110 Free Southern States Online Tax Records 

• 2,490 Free Online Military Record Collections from the 
Southern States 

• 2,550 Free Online Military Records from the Mid West 
States 

• 240 Free Online Criminal Records from the Western 
States 

• 3,585 Free United States Online Tax Records 

• 3,600 Free Online Naturalization Collections for the Unit-
ed States 

• 355 Free Western States Online Voter Record Collections 

• 375 U.S. Coroner Records in Recent Update 

• 540 Free Online Military Records from the New England 
States 

• 560 Free Southern States Online Voter Record Collec-
tions 

• 570 Free Online Naturalization Collections from the Mid 
Atlantic States 

• 590 Free Online Naturalization Collections from the New 
England States 

• 655 Free Online Naturalization Collections from the 
Southern States 

• 655 Free Online Naturalization Collections from the West-
ern States 

• 675 Free Mid Atlantic States Online Tax Records 

• 7,400 Free Online Military Record Collections from the 
United States 

• 915 Free New England States High School and College 
Yearbooks Online 

• 930 Free United States Mortuary and Funeral Home Rec-
ords 

• 950 Free Mid West States Online Tax Records 

New From The Newspaper Corner 

• Advantage Archives Adds 1.2 Million Historical News-
paper Pages – January 2025 

• British Newspaper Archive Adds/Updates 149 Titles – 
January 2025 

• California Digital Newspaper Collection Adds/Updates 
10 Titles – February 2025 

• Chronicling America Updates – January 2025 

• Colorado Historic Newspapers Collection Adds/
Updates 6 Titles – February 2025 

• Find My Past Adds/Updates 141 Historical Newspaper 
Titles – January 2025 

• NewspaperARCHIVE Update – January 2025 

• Newspapers dot Com Update – January 2025 

• Veridian Adds/Updates 421 Titles – February 2025 

• GenealogyBank Adds/Updates 45 Titles – February 
2025 
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• 10 Clever Ways to Sneak Family History into Everyday 
Conversations 

• 10 Ethical Dilemmas in Genealogy: Navigating the Mine-
field of Family History 

• 12 Unconventional Ways to Stay Focused (That Actually 
Probably Work) 

• 12 Underused Sources for Family Photos 

• 13 Excuses Genealogists Use to Justify Their 3 AM Re-
search Sessions 

• 14 Rookie Mistakes That’ll Torpedo Your Family Tree 
(And How to Avoid Them) 

• 1890 Census Substitutes 

• 19 Things Only Genealogists Say at Funerals 

• 4 Places to Look for African American Ancestors in 
Newspapers 

• 7 Genealogy Hacks for Verifying Your Ancestor’s 
Hometown 

• 8 Census Records That Hide Extra Information in Plain 
Sight 

• A Step-by-Step Guide on How to Look Up Marriage Li-
censes 

• AI in Genealogy: A Game-Changing Revolution for Fami-
ly Historians 

• Archives.gov: Navigating the National Archives Website 

• Best European Genealogy Websites of 2024 

• Beware of These “Red Flags” in Online Family Trees 

• DNA Match Spreadsheet 

• Family Legends Debunked: Separating Fact from Fiction 
in Your Family Tree 

• Free Online Resources for Tracing House Histories 

• From Hoarder to Historian: Organizing Your Family Arti-
facts Like a Pro 

• Genealogy Myths Debunked 

• How I Got Hooked on Genealogy (and Why You Might 
Too) 

• How to Create a Genealogy Source Citation 

• How To Create Locality Guides for Genealogy Research 

• How to Find Where Someone is Buried 

• Know Before You Go: Visiting Two Important Puerto 
Rican Genealogy Archives 

• Mastering the Art of Deciphering Old Handwriting 

 

 

     Useful Articles from Other Sources 

Check out The Ancestor Hunt on Social Media 

 

 

Thank You for being a loyal reader and visiting The Ancestor Hunt. To Subscribe, Click HERE 

This newsletter contains affiliate links. The Ancestor Hunt will be compensated if you purchase after clicking on 

these links. There is no additional cost to you. Thank you for supporting The Ancestor Hunt.  

• Online Tools for Finding Your Ancestors’ Germanic Vil-
lages 

• Professional Genealogist vs. Amateur: We Both End Up 
in Our Pajamas at 2 AM Looking at Ship Manifests 

• Relatives That Don’t Want to Be Related to You: The 
DNA Detective’s Dilemma 

• Search Strategies For Finding Women’s Names 

• Setting SMART Genealogy Research Goals 

• Six Tips for Staying Focused While You Research 

• The Emotional Rollercoaster of Finding an Ancestor’s 
Will: From Excitement to Utter Confusion in 10 Seconds 
Flat 

• The Ghost in Your DNA: Why You Feel Connected to 
Ancestors You’ve Never Met 

• The Pull of Place: Answering Your Ancestral Call 

• Through Your Great-Grandchildren’s Eyes: Your Digital 
Legacy in 2075 

• Tracing Your Roots: Using Immigration Records to Find 
Ancestral Origin 

• What Does That Mean? 300+ Historical Abbreviations 
Explained 

• What to Do When You Find a Damaged Family Photo 

• What to Do When You Find Enslavers in Your Family 
Tree 

• What You Must Consider When Researching African 
American Genealogy 

 

 

 

 

 

Are You a frequent visitor to The Ancestor 
Hunt website? 

Make sure that you check out the Ancestor 
Hunt Premium Program on Page 5 

All Subscribers receive a DISCOUNT 
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Monthly Raffle 

 

This past month (January 15th through February 14th), I offered a raffle for all subscribers.  

The winner of the raffle is evanrstanley@gmail.com. Congratulations!  

And what did they win? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes. A full year of Storied Ultimate—for free. Includes a full year of Storied, a full year of NewspaperAr-
chive, and also the publication of your very own StoriedBook! 

I have been a user of NewspaperArchive for over a decade, and have found hundreds of articles about 
my ancestors and relatives. I started using Storied over the last year to capture written stories, clippings, 
and photos of my ancestors (and myself). And I really like it. It is so easy. 

So I wanted to share these tools, and with the cooperation of the folks at Storied we are doing this. 

To get an idea of what the winner is receiving and the details of all the options, please go to STORIED 

BUT—There is more! 

Next month’s raffle will be for the same Storied Prize and will include Existing Subscribers as well as 
new subscribers 

 

https://storied.com/?rfsn=7958939.4c502f&utm_source=refersion&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=7958939.4c502f
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Exciting News! The New Premium Program from The Ancestor Hunt 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take advantage of the discount! Details at the bottom of the page. 

 

The Ancestor Hunt Premium level service is intended to provide members with an added level of service. Subscribers to the 
Premium service will receive: 

• An ad-free experience while using The Ancestor Hunt website each year that you are a member 

• A Book of your choosing that I have published will be delivered each year that you are a member 

• An On-Demand Webinar of your choosing that I have created will be provided each year that you are a member 

• Premium Content will be provided as it is published 

 
Here are the details of how it will work: 

Ad-Free Experience 

Upon successful registration, you will need to log in to The Ancestor Hunt website with your email address as your Userid and 
a Password of your choosing. The Login link will be on the upper right side of each page on the site. You will need to log in so 
ads will not be served while you are on the site and to receive Premium Content. 

Free Published Book and On-Demand Webinar 

After you register, I will send you an email requesting which book you wish to be mailed to you and your mailing address. Only 
U.S. residents will be mailed the paperback version. If you choose an eBook or are an international member, you will be provid-
ed a link where you can download the PDF version of the book. You also will choose the On-Demand Webinar. A link to the 
chosen On-Demand Webinar will be emailed to you. 

Premium Content 

As I create premium content, members only will be able to access that content. 

Cost 

The annual cost is $29.99. There are no refunds if you cancel during any year you are a member. 

Value 

The normal price of a paperback is $19.99 plus tax and shipping. The normal price of an hour-long On-Demand Webinar is 
$15.00. You also receive an ad-free experience and premium content. Thus you are receiving $34.99 of value plus the value of 
an ad-free experience and Premium Content. 

Registration 

To register, please go to the Premium Page at https://theancestorhunt.com/premium.html 

Discount for Monthly Newsletter Subscribers 

 

 
 

 
Enter the Discount Code TAHSUBS to receive a 20% discount. Only for Newsletter Subscribers 

https://theancestorhunt.com/premium.html
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Just Published - Finding Your Ancestors in Historical Newspapers: A Practi-

cal Guide to Improving Your Online Newspaper Research Results 
 
 

 

Why This Book? 

Since I am a newspaper research afficionado, I have been working on 

this for 3 years. 

This is why you should consider adding it to your collection: 

Discover Hidden Stories: Learn how to find remarkable stories about 

your family that can be easily overlooked. 

Master Powerful Techniques: Unlock advanced newspaper research 

methods that go far beyond basic surname searches. For example, using 

abbreviations, nicknames, misspellings, and hyphenated words. 

Access Exclusive Resources: Gain a comprehensive list of historical 

newspaper databases that save you time and expand your research ca-

pabilities. 

 

 

 

What You'll Find Inside 

The information in this book is presented in seven sections, each designed to guide you step-by-step toward be-

coming a proficient newspaper researcher: 

Section 1: Why Newspapers Matter — Discover the incredible secrets hidden in historical newspapers and 

why they are essential to successful genealogical research. 

Section 2: What You'll Find in Historical Newspapers — Learn about the various types of information and 

articles available, including obituaries, local events, and personal stories that add depth to your family his-

tory. 

Section 3: The Digitization Process — Understand how original newspapers are transformed into digital for-

mats, helping you make sense of digital searches and what to expect from scanned content. 

Section 4: Basic and Advanced Search Elements — Develop a thorough understanding of search techniques, 

from fundamental to advanced, enabling you to find even the most elusive articles. 

Section 5: Tools and Techniques for Success — Master advanced search strategies, plus dozens of practical 

tips that will help you find the information you need efficiently. 

Section 6: Software and Subscription Databases — Explore the various online software packages and sub-

scription databases available, making your search more productive and informed. 

Section 7: Historical Newspaper Databases — Access major online newspaper databases from the United 

States, Canada, Europe, and beyond, complete with direct links to each resource. 

 

Available in Paperback and eBook. Get MORE INFO on Amazon at https://amzn.to/4fMRZZI  

https://amzn.to/4fMRZZI
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The Ghost in Your DNA: Why You Feel Connected to Ancestors  

You’ve Never Met 
 

This article is shared with permission from Marc McDermott’s Genealogy Explained website. I strongly urge you 
to subscribe to his website at https://www.genealogyexplained.com/subscribe/  IMO his blog is one of the very 
best to follow daily. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s 2 AM. Again. You’re hunched over your laptop, squinting at a baptism record from 1847. Your eyes are wet. 
Your throat is tight. Your coffee went cold hours ago. 

And you’re wondering what the heck is wrong with you. 

Nothing. Absolutely nothing. 

Here’s the raw truth about genealogy that nobody talks about: It will emotionally wreck you. 

Not in the superficial way that makes you shed a quick tear and move on. No. This hits deeper. This rewires your 
brain. This changes how you see yourself in the grand tapestry of time. 

Let me show you exactly why this happens, and why it’s one of the most profound experiences you’ll ever have. 

The Paper Trail That Changes Everything 

Documents have power. Real power. Not the kind they teach you about in history class. Something far more vis-
ceral. 

First, it starts innocently enough. Just names and dates. Clinical. Historical. Safe. You’re detached. Objective. Just 
gathering facts like some kind of family history scientist. 

Then you see their handwriting. 

That’s when everything shifts. 

When that looping signature from 1847 hits your screen, your brain short-circuits. Because suddenly, this isn’t just 
data. 

This is a human being, moving a pen across paper, having no idea their great-great-grandchild would be studying 
their handwriting centuries later. 

Every form they filled out. Every occupation they listed. Every address they called home. These weren’t just en-
tries in a dusty ledger. These were real moments in real lives that led to yours. 

Think about the marriage certificate where your great-great-grandparents signed their names. They were young. 
Nervous. Excited. Had no idea their union would create a lineage leading to you. 

That document you’re staring at? They touched it. Their hands were there. Their hopes were fresh. Their future – 
your past – was unwritten. 

Then there are the census records. Each one a snapshot frozen in time. Your ancestors, gathered in their home, 
telling a government worker who they were, what they did, how they lived. 

Maybe it was winter. Maybe they were tired from work. Maybe the kids were running around while the census tak-
er tried to write. 

These aren’t just documents anymore. They’re windows. Portals. Time machines. 

https://www.genealogyexplained.com/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/subscribe/
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The Ghost in Your DNA: Why You Feel Connected to Ancestors  

You’ve Never Met 
 

The Village That Built You 

Here’s what happens next: The obsession starts. The deep dive into places you’ve never been but somehow feel 
like home. 

That village in Italy where your great-grandmother lived? It still exists. Those streets she walked? They’re still 
there. That church where she got married? Still standing. Still holding services. Still echoing with centuries of pray-
ers, including hers. 

You find yourself down a rabbit hole at midnight, street-viewing ancient churches. Staring at fields they might have 
worked. Looking at buildings they definitely saw. Your heart races when you spot a house that’s been standing 
since their time. 

Did they walk past it? Did they know the people who lived there? 

Your ancestors walked these streets. Lived in these buildings. Worked these fields. Breathed this air. The stones 
they touched are still there. The paths they took still wind through towns that remember them only in old record 
books. 

You start learning about the local history. What was happening when they lived there? What challenges did they 
face? What made them leave? What made them stay? Every detail you uncover adds color to the black-and-white 
sketch of their lives. 

And something profound happens: Time collapses. 

That two-century gap between you and them? It starts feeling paper-thin. Like you could reach through the screen 
and touch their world. 

Because in a way, you can. Through maps that show their migration patterns. Through old photographs of their 
villages. Through the very landscape that shaped their lives and decisions. 

You’re not just researching places anymore. You’re walking in their footsteps across time. 

The Mirror in Your DNA 

This is where it gets wild. Where science meets soul in a way that will shake your understanding of who you are. 

You carry their DNA. This isn’t metaphorical. This is biological fact. The shape of your nose, the color of your eyes, 
the way you laugh – parts of them live in you. 

Literally. Their genetic code, passed down through generations, shaped the very face you see in the mirror. 

But it goes deeper than genetics. Way deeper. 

When you discover your great-great-grandfather was a blacksmith who worked 18-hour days to feed his family, 
your own work ethic suddenly makes sense. When you learn your ancestor left everything behind to cross an 
ocean for a better life, your own resilience takes on new meaning. 

That weird thing you do that nobody else in your immediate family does? Maybe it’s not so weird. Maybe it’s an 
echo from five generations back, when your ancestor did the same thing in a village across the ocean. 

Your inexplicable love of baking, even though nobody taught you? There’s that great-grandmother who ran a bak-
ery. Your fascination with the sea? There’s that great-great-grandfather who was a merchant sailor. 

These aren’t just coincidences. They’re inheritances. Echoes through time. Whispers in your DNA. 

You’re not just finding facts. You’re finding pieces of yourself scattered through time. 

The Time Collapse 

Two hundred years isn’t that long. Not really. We think it is because our brains struggle to grasp historical time. But 
let me show you how close you really are to history. 

It’s just three or four lifetimes. A handful of heartbeats in human history. The distance between you and the Civil 
War is shorter than you think. 
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You’ve Never Met 
 

When you really grasp this, everything changes. Those centuries compress. Those generations connect. Those 
strangers become family in a way that defies logic but feels absolutely true in your bones. 

Think about it: Your great-grandmother held your grandmother. Your grandmother held your mother. Your mother held you. 

That’s how close you are to history. Three embraces. Three sets of arms linking you directly to people who lived through events 
you read about in history books. 

Three embraces connecting you to people who survived plagues. Who witnessed revolutions. Who built the world you inherit-
ed. Who made decisions that would echo through time to shape your very existence. 

The dates on documents stop being abstract numbers. 1847 isn’t just a year anymore. It’s a living, breathing moment when 
your ancestor stood in front of a clerk, heart pounding, to register their child’s birth. It’s a real Tuesday morning when someone 
who shares your DNA went about their life, not knowing they were creating history. 

That ship manifest from 1892? That’s not just a record. That’s the exact moment your great-grandfather first saw America. Im-
agine the mix of terror and hope he felt, standing on that deck, everything he owned in one small bag. 

That moment existed. It was as real as your morning coffee. 

When you start thinking this way, the past stops being past. It becomes a series of present moments, each one leading inevita-
bly to you. 

Echoes Through Time 

Let’s talk about the moment that breaks most people: The realization that they never knew you would exist. 

Your ancestors lived their lives, made their choices, fought their battles – never knowing they were also fighting for 
you. Never knowing their decisions would ripple through time to shape your existence. Never knowing that centu-
ries later, someone carrying their DNA would be searching for traces of them. 

That young woman in the 1875 marriage record? She had no idea that her choice of husband would create a line-
age leading to you. She was just a girl in love, or maybe making a practical decision, or maybe following her fami-
ly’s wishes. But that choice? It shaped the entire future. 

That man who decided to leave his homeland in 1850? He couldn’t have known that his courage would echo 
through generations. That his decision to get on that ship would create a whole new branch of possibilities. That 
his descendant would one day stare at his passenger list with tears in their eyes. 

But here’s the kicker: You know about them. 

You’re the one who gets to connect the dots. You’re the one who gets to see how their story led to yours. You’re 
the one who gets to understand the weight of their choices and the ripple effect of their decisions. 

And that understanding changes everything. Because suddenly, you’re not just living your life. You’re living the 
culmination of hundreds of lives, hundreds of choices, hundreds of moments of courage and resilience. 

Beyond Names and Dates 

Each document tells a story of survival. Not just personal survival, but the survival of an entire future – your future. 

Because let’s be real: If any one of your ancestors had given up, you wouldn’t be here. If any link in that chain had 
broken, your entire existence would have vanished like smoke. 

 

(More on next page) 

 

About Genealogy Explained: 

 

Genealogy Explained is an educational site to help weekend-warrior genealogists learn how to climb their family 
trees.  
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If that fourth great-grandmother had died in childbirth before having your third great-grandmother, if that great-
grandfather had been killed in the war, if that ancestor had taken a different path one crucial day – you wouldn’t 
exist. 

Think about that next time you’re feeling defeated. 

You come from an unbroken line of survivors. Warriors. People who faced impossible odds and kept going. People 
who survived wars, plagues, famines, revolutions. People who watched their world change and adapted. People 
who lost everything and started again. 

Every birth certificate you find is proof of victory. Every marriage record is proof of hope. Every census entry is 
proof of endurance. 

Their strength lives in you. Not metaphorically. Literally. You are the product of thousands of survivors. You are the 
culmination of countless victories over death, disease, poverty, and despair. 

The Keepers of Memory 

Here’s what nobody tells you about genealogy: It’s not a hobby. It’s not a pastime. It’s a sacred trust. 

Every time you uncover a story, you become its guardian. Every time you learn a name, you carry the duty of re-
membering it. Every time you discover a document, you become responsible for its preservation. 

These aren’t just facts to be filed away in a family tree. These are lives to be honored. Stories to be preserved. 
Legacies to be protected. Truths to be passed down. 

When you find that newspaper clipping about your great-grandfather’s store burning down, you’re not just finding a 
fact. You’re recovering a crucial moment that shaped your family’s destiny. 

When you discover the orphanage records of your grandmother, you’re not just filling in a blank. You’re reclaiming 
a piece of your heritage that almost slipped away forever. 

Think about it: How many stories have already been lost? How many names have been forgotten? How many lives 
have faded into the mist of time because no one was there to remember them? 

You’re not just a researcher. You’re a time traveler. A storyteller. A keeper of flames that would otherwise go out. 

Because if not you, then who? 

The Connection Chain 

People will tell you it’s weird to feel so connected to long-dead ancestors. 

Those people don’t get it. 

They don’t understand the profound, almost mystical experience of discovering your place in a long chain of hu-
man experience. 

When you find out your fourth-great-grandmother lost three children in one winter but kept going, then had a 
daughter who would become your third-great-grandmother, it hits different. When you discover your ancestor was 
the only one in their family to survive a plague, their survival becomes personal.  

Because it was personal. Every choice they made, every hardship they endured, every victory they celebrated – it 
all led to you. You are the living proof of their resilience. The physical manifestation of their hopes.  

That immigrant ancestor who arrived with nothing? They built a foundation you stand on today. That grandmother 
who worked three jobs to send her kids to school? Her sacrifice echoes in your opportunities. 

You are their legacy. Their victory. Their future. 

And every time you find another piece of their story, that connection grows stronger. More real. More profound. 
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Tomorrow’s Ancestors 

Here’s the most mind-bending part of all: One day, you’ll be the ancestor. 

One day, someone will look back at you the same way you look back at your ancestors. They’ll Google your old 
neighborhood. Study your signature. Wonder about your life. Marvel at the world you lived in. 

They’ll feel that same connection. That same pull through time. That same profound understanding that they exist 
because you existed. 

Because that’s how legacy works. That’s how memory persists. That’s how the human story continues. 

You’re not just a researcher of the past. You’re a crucial link between past and future. A bridge between what was 
and what will be. 

That’s the real power of genealogy. It’s not just about discovering where you came from. It’s about understanding 
your place in the grand sweep of time. 

Remember: They lived their lives never knowing about you. 

But you live yours knowing about them. 

And that makes all the difference. 

Own it. Honor it. Keep it alive. 

Because you’re not just discovering your ancestors. 

You’re discovering yourself. 

 

 

Here are some additional articles that Marc has published that might interest you: 

 

The Genealogist's Time Machine: What Would You Do If You Could Visit Your Ancestors? 
 
What My Ancestors' Thanksgivings Can Teach Us About Family (And Why I'm Grateful for 
DoorDash) 

8 Killer Ways to Organize Your Genealogy Documents and Photos (That'll Make Your Ances-
tors Proud) 

Your Ancestors' World: Unlocking Family History Through Historical Context 

Your Ancestors' New Year's Resolutions vs Yours: A Hilarious Comparison 

The Secrets Hiding in Your Ancestor's Old Letters That Could Change Everything You Thought 
You Knew About Them 

 

https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/the-genealogists-time-machine-what-would-you-do-if-you-could-visit-your-ancestors/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/what-my-ancestors-thanksgivings-can-teach-us-about-family-and-why-im-grateful-for-doordash/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/what-my-ancestors-thanksgivings-can-teach-us-about-family-and-why-im-grateful-for-doordash/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/8-killer-ways-to-organize-your-genealogy-documents-and-photos-thatll-make-your-ancestors-proud/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/8-killer-ways-to-organize-your-genealogy-documents-and-photos-thatll-make-your-ancestors-proud/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/your-ancestors-world-unlocking-family-history-through-historical-context/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/your-ancestors-new-years-resolutions-vs-yours-a-hilarious-comparison/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/the-secrets-hiding-in-your-ancestors-old-letters-that-could-change-everything-you-thought-you-knew-about-them/
https://www.genealogyexplained.com/blog/the-secrets-hiding-in-your-ancestors-old-letters-that-could-change-everything-you-thought-you-knew-about-them/
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Free Online Genealogy Website of the Month – Behind the Name 

 
 

From the site: 

Names. Everyone has one, most people have a vague idea what their own means, but few give them much more thought. The 
study of names is called onomastics, a field that touches on linguistics, history, anthropology, psychology, sociology, philology, 
and much more. 

When people refer to the “meaning of a name”, they are most likely referring to the etymology, which is the original literal mean-
ing. This website looks at the etymology and history of all types of given names. 

Behind the Name is a website for learning about all aspects of given names. Its scope is broad: all given names from all cul-
tures and periods are eligible to be included in the main name database. Names from mythology and fiction are also eligible. 
There are currently 27,404 names in the database (and additionally 189,437 in the submitted name database), a fraction of 
what the scope entails. There’s still much work to be done. 

This site was created in 1996 by Mike Campbell. I wanted to put something on the web that was unique and, as far as I know, 
this was the first site that was quite like this when it was first created.  

Here are the sub links available on the site: 

• Browse names and their meanings 

• Etymological elements in given names 

• List of languages 

• Browse other topics in the glossary 

• Articles and current events about names 

• Links about names 

• Frequently asked questions about names 

• Names for twins 
 
To access the main site, go to Behind the Name 

 

 

Memes to Live By 
 

 

 

 

https://www.behindthename.com/names/list
https://www.behindthename.com/glossary/view/name_element
https://www.behindthename.com/glossary/view/language
https://www.behindthename.com/glossary/
https://www.behindthename.com/articles/
https://www.behindthename.com/info/links
https://www.behindthename.com/info/faq?type=names
https://www.behindthename.com/info/twins
https://www.behindthename.com/
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Search Strategies for Finding Women in Newspapers 

 
 

 

 
This articles is reprinted with permission from Jeff Kiley, The CEO of Advantage Archives. 

 

 

When searching for women in historical newspapers, it quickly becomes clear that 
their stories are often hidden in plain sight. Unlike today, when women are more 
commonly identified by their own names, historical records frequently tied their iden-
tities to societal roles, familial relationships, or even their husbands. This presents a 
unique challenge for genealogists and researchers who are tracing female ances-
tors. Understanding the ways women were written about in different eras—and em-
ploying creative search strategies—can unlock rich stories that provide context, 
identity, and connection to the past.  

 

The Challenges of Identifying Women in Historical Records 

For much of history, women’s identities were often defined through their relation-
ships with men. Married women were commonly referred to by their husbands’ 
names, such as “Mrs. John Smith,” with little acknowledgment of their own given 
names. Single women might appear as “Miss M. Carter,” identified only by an initial, 

while others were described solely in terms of their relationships, such as “the daughter of Mr. Charles Brown.” 
These conventions reflect the societal norms of the time, where women’s lives were frequently viewed through 
the lens of their family or social standing.  

 

Even when women’s names were included, nicknames, diminutives, or variations could obscure their identity. 
For example, a woman named “Elizabeth” might appear in print as “Liz,” “Beth,” or even “Eliza,” while a “Sarah” 
might be listed as “Sally.” These variations, combined with the tendency to omit first names entirely, mean that 
finding women in historical newspapers often requires a nuanced approach.  

 

Privacy, Safety, and the Case of Single Women 

In some eras, particularly the late 19th and early 20th centuries, newspapers often took care to protect the pri-
vacy and safety of single women. This might involve using only a first initial and last name or omitting identify-
ing details entirely. For instance, a teacher named “Margaret Carter” might appear as “Miss M. Carter” in school
-related announcements. While these conventions helped maintain a sense of decorum, they also created chal-
lenges for modern researchers trying to trace specific individuals. 

To locate single women in historical newspapers, including all possible variations of their names is essential. 
Searching for “Miss Carter”, “Ms. Carter,” or “M. Carter” alongside contextual clues, such as the name of a 
school or town, can help uncover relevant articles. 

 

Finding Women Through Relationships: Daughters, Wives, and Mothers 

Newspapers often described women in relation to the men in their lives, whether as daughters, wives, or moth-
ers. A married woman might be called “Mrs. Henry Parker,” while a young woman might be described as “the 
daughter of Mr. Charles Brown.” These conventions can obscure women’s identities but also offer valuable ge-
nealogical clues. 

However, articles like marriage announcements, for instance, frequently included maiden names and parental 
details, making them an invaluable resource. A notice might read: “Miss Clara Johnson, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Johnson, married Edward Smith in a ceremony at St. Paul’s Church.” 

This single sentence reveals Clara’s maiden name, her parents’ names, and her marital status. If you’re 
searching for a female ancestor whose maiden name is unknown, starting with her husband’s name and 
searching for marriage announcements can often bridge the gap. 

Obituaries and anniversary announcements provide similar opportunities. These articles often list surviving rel-
atives, including siblings, children, and parents, creating a web of connections that can help trace a woman’s 
lineage. For example, a 50th-anniversary announcement might mention the names of the couple’s children and 
grandchildren, offering new leads for further research. 

https://www.advantagearchives.com/
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Women-Specific Roles and Occupations 

Women were often identified by their roles or occupations, such as “school marm,” “hostess,” or “widow.” These 
titles can provide a glimpse into a woman’s life and the societal expectations of her time. For example, a teach-
er might appear as the “school marm Mrs. Carter,” while a recently widowed woman might be described as “the 
widow of John Carter.” 

These role-based identifiers reflect traditional views of women’s contributions to society. While they might seem 
limiting, they also offer genealogists valuable insights into a woman’s daily life and community involvement. 
Searching for occupational titles or societal roles alongside a woman’s name can reveal unexpected details, 
such as her participation in civic events or her role in local organizations. 

 

Marriage, Divorce, and Name Changes 

Marriage and divorce are some of the most common reasons for name changes, and newspapers frequently 
documented these transitions. Marriage announcements often provided a wealth of detail, including both maid-
en and married names, as well as the names of parents and siblings. For example, an article might read: “Miss 
Eleanor Jones, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jones, became Mrs. Harold Green in a ceremony held Satur-
day.” 

Divorce or remarriage announcements, meanwhile, might note name changes explicitly. A notice could 
state: “Mrs. Eleanor Green, formerly Mrs. Harold Green, remarried Mr. Robert Taylor last weekend.” 

These transitions can be invaluable for tracing female ancestors through multiple stages of their lives. Search-
ing for legal notices, society pages, and marriage announcements in newspapers can provide critical connec-
tions. 

 

Nicknames, Middle Names, and Re-Invention 

Names often evolve over a woman’s lifetime, reflecting personal preferences or social conventions. For in-
stance, a woman named Mary Elizabeth Carter might go by “Elizabeth,” “Liz,” or even “Beth,” depending on the 
context. Others might adopt nicknames that align with their personalities or life stages. 

For instance, Margaret Roberts might be listed as “Maggie” in a school newspaper and as “Margaret” in a pro-
fessional directory. 

Adolescence and young adulthood often brought opportunities for self-expression, leading some women to ex-
periment with their names. For example, a teenager in the 1960s might reject a traditional name like “Linda” in 
favor of something more unconventional, reflecting the counterculture movement of the time. 

While these changes are informal, they can create challenges for genealogists. Yearbooks, student newspa-
pers, and personal correspondence are valuable resources for identifying these shifts. 

Sections like “Around Town” or “Personals” often contained brief but revealing mentions of women’s lives. 
These snippets might document travel plans, social gatherings, or familial connections, offering vital context for 
researchers. For example, a notice might read:“Mrs. John Smith visited her brother, Mr. James Brown, over the 
holiday weekend.” 

This single sentence reveals Mrs. Smith’s maiden name (Brown) and her relationship to James. Similar men-
tions of parents, siblings, or cousins can help genealogists trace family connections and uncover a woman’s 
origins. 

 

(More on Next page) 
 

Have you checked out Advantage Archives new Directory and Commu-
nity History resources? It is extremely useful. 

 

Check it out at  https://communityhistoryarchives.com/  

 

 

https://communityhistoryarchives.com/
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Reunions, Anniversaries, and Family Events 

Family reunions and major anniversaries were frequently summarized in 
newspapers, providing a snapshot of extended family networks. These 
articles often listed attendees, offering clues about familial relationships. 

For example, a reunion summary might state: “Mr. and Mrs. John Smith, 
their children, and several cousins attended the annual Brown family 
reunion.” 

If a woman is mentioned under her married name, the surnames of oth-
er attendees can provide vital clues about her maiden name or other 
family connections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expanding Your Search Strategy 

To locate women in historical newspapers, creativity and persistence are key. Use these strategies to expand your 
search: 

1) Search Variations: Include full names, initials, nicknames, and maiden names. 
 

2) Leverage Relationships: Incorporate the names of husbands, fathers, or siblings to uncover connections. 
 
3) Explore Occupational Roles: Search for terms like “seamstress” or “school marm” alongside her name. 
 
4) Cross-Reference Records: Combine newspaper findings with census data, marriage licenses, and obituaries 
for a fuller picture. 

 
By understanding the societal norms and journalistic practices of different eras, genealogists can uncover the hidden 
stories of women in their family trees. These records not only reveal individual lives but also illuminate the broader cul-
tural and historical context in which they lived, bringing the past to life in new and meaningful ways. 
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Online Newspaper Database Updates for January/February  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 1,000 New titles were added by various Free and Subscription databases in the last 
month. Here are links to all the updates: 

 

Chronicling America - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/chronicling-america-updates-
january-2025/ 
 
Advantage Archives - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/advantage-archives-adds-1-2-
million-historical-newspaper-pages-january-2025/ 
 
Veridian - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/veridian-adds-updates-421-titles-february-2025/ 
 
Newspapers dot com - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/newspapers-dot-com-update-
january-2025/ 
 
GenealogyBank - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/genealogybank-adds-updates-45-titles-
february-2025/ 
 
NewspaperARCHIVE - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/newspaperarchive-update-january-
2025/ 
 
British Newspaper Archive - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/british-newspaper-archive-
adds-updates-149-titles-january-2025/ 
 
Find My Past - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/find-my-past-adds-updates-141-historical-
newspaper-titles-january-2025/  

https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/chronicling-america-updates-january-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/chronicling-america-updates-january-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/advantage-archives-adds-1-2-million-historical-newspaper-pages-january-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/advantage-archives-adds-1-2-million-historical-newspaper-pages-january-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/veridian-adds-updates-421-titles-february-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/newspapers-dot-com-update-january-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/newspapers-dot-com-update-january-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/genealogybank-adds-updates-45-titles-february-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/genealogybank-adds-updates-45-titles-february-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/newspaperarchive-update-january-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/newspaperarchive-update-january-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/british-newspaper-archive-adds-updates-149-titles-january-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/british-newspaper-archive-adds-updates-149-titles-january-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/find-my-past-adds-updates-141-historical-newspaper-titles-january-2025/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/find-my-past-adds-updates-141-historical-newspaper-titles-january-2025/
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ON DEMAND WEBINARS 

 
Can’t make the scheduled Live Webinars? No problem. You can access the exact same content in an On-
Demand Webinar, which means a recorded webinar that you can watch whenever you want. You can 
pause, rewind, or watch it as many times as you like. And you can ask questions during the recorded 
webinar by leaving Messages, which I will read and answer back to you via email.  P,S. They are less ex-
pensive. 

 
These are available On Demand: 

 
• How to Develop Critical Online Newspaper Research Skills 
• Using the New Chronicling America Version 2.0 – It is Different and It Is Better 
• Exploring 95 Tips for Researching Online Historical Newspapers 
• Mastering Finding, and Analyzing Newspaper Obituaries 

 
All Details and Registration can be found at Webinars 

 
 

LIVE WEBINAR SCHEDULE 

January/February 2025 - To Be Announced 

All Details and Registration can be found at Webinars 
 

As always we are open for group sessions with genealogical societies and other institutions. Just email 
me at kenmarksology@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Make Sure you check out our New Guided Courses 
 

Webinars 

https://theancestorhunt.com/webinars.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/webinars.html
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My Genealogy Books Details 

Published in November, 2022 

“Finding Your Ancestors For Free - Your Guide to the Best Online Ar-
chives, Collections, and Websites” 

Available via Amazon at https://amzn.to/3GPcbf1  

In paperback, eBook, and you get a free PDF as a bonus.  

Introduction 

• About the Author 

• Getting Started 

• The History of Free 

• Not All Records are Online 

• Free Access to Subscription Databases 

• Access to Free Collections for Residents 

• Why Isn’t Genealogy Always Free?  

• Disclosures 
 

Nationwide Websites 

• Aggregation Sites 

• Link Sites 

• Library Sites 

• Cemetery Sites 

• Newspaper Sites 

• Miscellaneous Sites 

State Websites 

Published in November, 2021 

“Learning More About Your Ancestors Online - Genealogy Guides for 
Newbies, Hobbyists, and Old Pros” 

Available via Amazon at https://amzn.to/3kUrebJ  

• Introduction 

• Birth and marriage  

• Death records and  infor-
mation  

• General advice about geneal-
ogy research 

• Immigration, naturalization, 
travel 

• Military  

• Miscellaneous records (societies, ill-
nesses) 

• Newspaper research 

• Occupations 

• Photos and physical description 

• Residences and other locations 

• Schools and yearbooks 

• Resources 

Published in March, 2023 

“Finding Your Ancestors’ Obituaries: The Complete Genealogy Guide to 
Obituaries” 

Available via Amazon at https://amzn.to/3JxiiWB  

In paperback, eBook, and you get a free PDF as a bonus.  

Delve into the fascinating history of obituaries and discover what crucial infor-
mation they contain, with real-life examples to help you understand their im-
portance. You'll also learn expert techniques for finding and obtaining obituar-
ies in both obituary databases and online newspaper archives, making your 
research easier than ever before. 
 
But that's not all! With over 10,000 free online obituary databases and 50,000 
historical newspaper titles for the United States and Canada in the Appendix, 
you'll have access to an incredible wealth of resources to aid your research. 
 
 

https://amzn.to/3GPcbf1
https://amzn.to/3kUrebJ?fbclid=IwAR2KwQtmYNS6r6WbSKfd_wiaYTYc3O6Z5bXeyCpLdpciZhFe9-xksv1UGKY
https://amzn.to/3JxiiWB
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Each state has its own Toolkit. Each Toolkit has about 60 to 140 links to Free Online Genealogy Related Collections 
and Archives. Th most recent update completed two weeks ago has added over 500 new archives, libraries and 
websites that have online genealogy record collections. Pick your state below to access the toolkit:  
 

 

State Genealogy Research Toolkits - Updated 

Alabama Genealogy Research Toolkit Montana Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Alaska Genealogy Research Toolkit Nebraska Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Arizona Genealogy Research Toolkit Nevada Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Arkansas Genealogy Research Toolkit New Hampshire Genealogy Research Toolkit 

California Genealogy Research Toolkit New Jersey Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Colorado Genealogy Research Toolkit New Mexico Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Connecticut Genealogy Research Toolkit New York Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Delaware Genealogy Research Toolkit North Carolina Genealogy Research Toolkit 

District of Columbia Genealogy Research Toolkit North Dakota Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Florida Genealogy Research Toolkit Ohio Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Georgia Genealogy Research Toolkit Oklahoma Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Hawaii Genealogy Research Toolkit Oregon Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Idaho Genealogy Research Toolkit Pennsylvania Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Illinois Genealogy Research Toolkit Rhode Island Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Indiana Genealogy Research Toolkit South Carolina Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Iowa Genealogy Research Toolkit South Dakota Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Kansas Genealogy Research Toolkit Tennessee Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Kentucky Genealogy Research Toolkit Texas Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Louisiana Genealogy Research Toolkit Utah Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Maine Genealogy Research Toolkit Vermont Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Maryland Genealogy Research Toolkit Virginia Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Massachusetts Genealogy Research Toolkit Washington Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Michigan Genealogy Research Toolkit West Virginia Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Minnesota Genealogy Research Toolkit Wisconsin Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Mississippi Genealogy Research Toolkit Wyoming Genealogy Research Toolkit 

Missouri Genealogy Research Toolkit 
 

https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/alabama-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/montana-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/alaska-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/nebraska-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/arizona-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/nevada-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/arkansas-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/new-hampshire-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/california-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/new-jersey-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/colorado-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/new-mexico-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/connecticut-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/new-york-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/delaware-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/north-carolina-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/district-of-columbia-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/north-dakota-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/florida-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/ohio-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/georgia-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/oklahoma-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/hawaii-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/oregon-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/idaho-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/pennsylvania-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/illinois-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/rhode-island-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/indiana-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/south-carolina-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/iowa-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/south-dakota-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/kansas-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/tennessee-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/kentucky-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/texas-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/louisiana-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/utah-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/maine-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/vermont-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/maryland-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/virginia-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/massachusetts-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/washington-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/michigan-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/west-virginia-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/minnesota-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/wisconsin-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/mississippi-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/wyoming-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/missouri-free-online-genealogy-research-toolkit/
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The By Location Page 

 
 The easiest way to access a particular state’s or province’s list of collections and categories is via the BY 

LOCATION page. 
 
This page has a dropdown for each state or province, with a link to the online collections links for every cate-
gory available. 

Video Channel 

There are now over 60 videos. Check them all out at  

The Ancestor Hunt Video Channel 

 Place Finders 
Do you often find yourself wanting or needing to know what county a city is located in or what places might be found in a specific 
county? 

You could do a Google search but what if you had a handy list that included a list of all the cities, other places, and ghost towns 
that identified their corresponding county along with a list of the counties in a state that listed all of the places in that county? 

What is a place? Besides cities and towns, you will find that the names of other places may vary from state to state. Most states 
have  Census Designated Places, Unincorporated communities, Indian Reservations, and ghost towns. Other places may be 
known as villages, hamlets, historic districts, townships, boroughs, municipalities, and more. 

Each state has a list of all the places in the state and their corresponding county. Each place has a link to a page that includes in-
formation about that place. The page may include geographical information, historical information, current information about the 
place and its surroundings, and much more. 

Included also for each state, is a Downloadable PDF with two lists: A list of places and their corresponding county, and; A list of 
counties with the places that are in that county.  

Check out Place Finders 

https://theancestorhunt.com/by-location.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/by-location.html
https://theancestorhunt.com/humix/
https://theancestorhunt.com/city-and-county-finders.html
http://www.genealogybank.com/?kbid=979614&m=68&i=29
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Get the Quicksheet PDF (with clickable links) by Downloading HERE 

https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/280-old-occupations-used-in-the-census-and-newspapers-in-the-u-s-and-u-k/
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Help Your Ancestors Live Forever - Write Your Family History 

And Write Your Own History While You're At It  

One of my goals in my personal genealogy is to make sure that my ancestors are remembered. Many had no descendants, 
so absolutely no one alive remembers them. That's sad to me, which is why I created a couple of family history websites.  
But recently I have been seeking even better ways to memorialize their lives.  Their stories are important to be documented, 
which might explain why I am such a fan of newspaper research. 

In any case, here is my favorite tool that I have discovered that provide a unique means to memorialize our ancestors. 

And guess what? We need to produce our own autobiographies. We aren’t getting any younger and memories do fade. 

Build your family tree with historical records and bring it to life with vibrant, col-
laborative stories 

Get a 20% Discount for NewspaperArchive and 
Storied by using the “TAH20” coupon code. 

https://storied.com/?rfsn=7958939.4c502f&utm_source=refersion&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=7958939.4c502f

