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Check out The Ancestor Hunt on Social Media
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Thank You for being a loyal reader and visiting The Ancestor Hunt. To Subscribe, Click HERE

This newsletter contains affiliate links. The Ancestor Hunt will be compensated if you purchase after clicking on
these links. There is no additional cost to you. Thank you for supporting The Ancestor Hunt.
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I’'ve decided to go big this week — really big.

For a limited time, I'm offering what I'm calling The Kitchen Sink Offer — because that’s exactly what it includes.

When you join the Newspaper Research Academy at the regular one-year subscription price of $39.99, you'll re-

ceive:

e Full access for one year to all Research Guides (82 now — plus every new one released during your subscrip-
tion)

e Full access for one year to all Video Guides (20 now — and more coming soon)
e The complete Newspaper Keyword Compendium (NKC)

e Upcoming tools like the Mapper and Scenario Research Series

e All 7 of my eBooks — FREE! (a $51-$60 value by themselves!)

That's over $100 worth of resources for the same $39.99 annual price.

If you’ve been waiting to dive into advanced newspaper research, this is the moment.

After your first year, you can renew for just $19.99 — half the cost — and keep everything up to date.

To qualify:

Select the ACADEMY membership and use discount code SINK at checkout.

When | receive your registration alert, I'll email you the download links for all seven eBooks right away.

But don’t wait — this “everything I've got” offer ends Friday, November 15 at midnight (PST).

Just go to _https://theancestorhunt.com/newspaper-research-academy-subscriptions.html
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Beyond the Obituary — Other Articles That Chronicle a Death

Introduction — The Obituary Is Only the Beginning

When a loved one died, the obituary was only one of many newspaper traces left behind. In fact, dozens of other articles —
often printed before or after the obituary — reveal details that never appeared in the formal death notice.

Funeral reports, resolutions of respect, estate sales, thank-you notes, and even church or club minutes often contain genealog-
ical gold. By looking beyond the obituary, you can piece together the story of how a community marked a passing — and how it
remembered a life.

Newspaper Articles That Chronicle a Death:
Death and Funeral Notices

Usually printed within days of the event, these brief announcements include burial details, service times, and names of pall-
bearers or officiants — all valuable for identifying churches, cemeteries, and extended kin.

Funeral Reports and Sermon Summaries

Local reporters often covered funerals as community events, listing attendees, eulogists, or scripture references. A single sen-
tence like “Rev. T. H. Ward preached from Psalm 23” can guide you to denominational records or parish archives.

Death Mentions in News Columns

In smaller towns, the “Local Happenings” or “Around Town” columns routinely listed deaths that never appeared elsewhere:
“Mr. J. H. Thomas passed away last Wednesday after a lingering illness.” These can fill in gaps for years with missing records.

Coroner’s Inquests and Accident Reports

Unexpected deaths — accidents, poisonings, crimes — often generated full coverage with witness testimony and cause of
death. These articles may be the only surviving record of the event and frequently name doctors, employers, or neighbors.

Probate, Wills, and Estate Notices

Legal sections announced wills, executors, or estate auctions. These notices connect the deceased to heirs, property, and
business interests — offering insight into wealth, family structure, and residence.

Memorial and “In Memoriam” Articles

Families and organizations sometimes printed poetic or reflective memorials months later. Though sentimental, they may in-
clude maiden names, occupations, or civic affiliations otherwise omitted.

Club and Society Resolutions

Fraternal lodges, veterans’ groups, and religious circles issued “resolutions of respect” when a member died. They often rec-
orded years of membership and offices held — useful for tracing social connections and affiliations.

Thank-You and Appreciation Notes

Families frequently placed “Card of Thanks” notices after a funeral to acknowledge kindnesses:

“The family of the late Mrs. L. J. Reynolds thanks friends and neighbors for their floral offerings.”

Signatures can confirm maiden names or relationships among survivors.

Anniversary and Retrospective Mentions

Editors occasionally revisited earlier obituaries: “One year ago today, our townsman J. C. Lathrop was called home.”

Such items confirm dates and signal which relatives still lived nearby.

Public Health and Epidemic Reports

During disease outbreaks, newspapers listed casualties collectively: “Influenza claims three more victims.”

Grouped by age, occupation, or street, these notices can help reconstruct entire neighborhoods affected by epidemics.
Cemetery and Burial Society News

Burial societies, cemetery boards, and church sextons published meeting notes and interment lists. Phrases like “Lot 42, Sec-
tion B, purchased by...” can lead to plot ownership records and burial registers.

Related Social Mentions
After a death, travel notes, real estate transfers, or personal visits often marked a family’s adjustment:
“Mrs. Jane Foster returned home after attending her father's funeral in Albany.”

These indirect mentions track migrations, marriages, or new households.
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Summary Table — Where to Look Beyond the Obituary

Beyond the Obituary — Other Articles That Chronicle a Death

Article Type

What to Look For

Genealogical Clues

Funeral Reports

Lists of attendees, officiants, floral

Church, relationships, residence

Coroner’s Inquests

Cause of death, witness names,

Circumstances, occupation, associ-

Probate Notices

Executors, heirs, estate sales

Family ties, property ownership

Memorials / Resolutions

Names, affiliations, quotations

Memberships, community status

Cards of Thanks

Signers, organizations thanked

Relationships, survivors

Anniversary Mentions

Reprints of obituaries, “one year

Migration, local continuity

Public Health Lists

Grouped deaths by street or trade

Epidemics, neighborhoods affected

Search Strategies That Work

Challenge

Search Approach

Example Search

No formal obituary published

Search “funeral” OR “services held

“Services held for John Smith”

Death not indexed

Browse “Local News” or “Personal

Mentions like “passed away”

Estate or probate details

Search “estate of [Name]” OR

“Estate of Catherine H. Jones”

Collective or epidemic deaths

Search “victims” OR “influenza” +

“Influenza victims” + Cleveland

Family acknowledgments

Search “Card of Thanks” OR “family

“Family of the late William Brown”

Why These Mentions Matter

Takeaway

By exploring these patterns, you’ll often uncover:
® Relationships hidden in thank-you notes or club resolutions
® Timelines refined by probate filings or death mentions

® Occupations and addresses buried in funeral or health reports

Each of these article types adds human depth missing from most obituaries. They reveal the networks that surrounded the de-
ceased — the neighbors who helped, the clubs that mourned, and the family members who carried on.

Never stop your search with the obituary. Death rippled through every corner of the newspaper — legal pages, society col-
umns, even advertisements. Every mention, no matter how brief, contributes another piece to your ancestor’s story.
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Newspaper Research Academy Updates
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The Newspaper Research Academy was launched in early August. Here are the updates from this week:

This past week (November 7, 2025 to November 13, 2025), the following additions were made to The Newspaper
Research Academy:

e Free Resources — 0 New Articles were added — 83 Total

e Research Guides — 1 New Guides were added — 82 Total

e Video Guides — 0 New Videos — 19 Total

e Premium — 1 New — 10 Total
The number of resources available at the Academy now totals 194 — And Still Growing!
New Research Guides:

ACA101 — Common Terms for Marriage & Engagement in Newspapers

The Research Guide Bundle

Get all Newspaper Research Academy Research Guides — Forever.

Why Should | Purchase It?

® You don’t want to subscribe, but would really like to have all the current 82 Research Guides

® |tis a one-time PERENNIAL purchase. As long as you keep the Google Drive Link where all the Research Guides are
stored, you get all of them FOREVER. If | add 50 more Research Guides in the next two years, you will receive ALL of
them. There are NO RENEWALS.

® |tis less expensive than the complete Newspaper Research Academy subscription.

e |f you are familiar with the Quicksheets that | have published over the last 5 years, the Research Guides are similar in
form, but they have much more detail and contain a significant amount of information. They generally range from 2 to 26
pages in length.

® Access is easy. After your purchase, | receive an email. | will then email you the link to Google Drive, where the Research
Guide folder is stored. You can read and download the PDFs whenever you want. Just save the emailed Google Drive link,
and you will have access to all the Research Guides that | add — forever.

You can purchase the Research Guide Bundle for $20.00 at https://theancestorhunt.com/research-guide-bundle.html
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The Newspaper Research Academy Resources

Below is a list of All the Research Guides

RESEARCH GUIDES

RESEARCH GUIDES

ACA20 — Finding Obituaries

ACA61 - Religious News in Newspapers

ACA21 — 40 Online Techniques That Get Results

IACAG62 - Clubs, Fraternal Organizations, and Benevolent Societies in
Newspapers

ACA22 — Search Nicknames As Well As Formal Names

ACAG63 - Real Estate and Land Transactions in Newspapers

ACA23 — Abbreviations Are The Most Powerful Technique

IACAG64 - Occupations and Professional Life in Newspapers

ACA24 — Deliberately Misspelling is Your Search Superpower

ACAGS5 - Military News in Newspapers

ACA25 — How to Use a Newspaper Research Log

ACAG6 - Entertainment and Cultural Life in Newspapers

ACA26 — Old State Abbreviations

IACAG7 - Political News and Elections in Newspapers

ACA27 — Combination Searches — Property and Legal

ACA68 - Farming and Agricultural News in Newspapers

ACA28 — Searching for Hyphenated Words

ACAG9 - Passenger Lists, Travel Notices & Hotel Guest Lists in News-
papers

ACA29 — Use These Obituary Words to Help Find More Obituaries

ACA70 - Community and Society Life in Newspapers

ACA30 — Find Newspaper Titles in 20 Free and Subscription Databases

ACA71 - Why Old Newspapers Produce OCR Chaos — and How It
Happened

ACA31 — 50 Things You Can Find in Old Newspapers

ACA72 - Marriage, Engagement & Anniversary Notices in Newspapers

ACA32 — Challenges in Downloading Newspaper Atrticles Correctly

ACAT73 - Editorials, Letters to the Editor & Opinion Pieces in Newspa-
pers

ACA33 — What to Consider When Selecting a Subscription Site

ACAT74 - Sports & Athletics in Newspapers

ACA34 — How to Properly Analyze the Vitals Section

ACAT5 - Tax Notices, Tax Sales & Financial Notices in Newspapers

ACA35 — Analysis Traps with Old Newspapers

ACA76 - Missing Persons, Lost & Found, Unclaimed Mail in Newspa-
pers

IACA36 — How to Save Money on Newspaper Database Subscriptions

ACAT7 - Distortion, Intention, and Education — Three Barriers in News-
paper Research

ACA37 — Search Phonetically Spelled Surnames

ACAT78 - Transportation & Infrastructure in Newspapers

IACA38 — Combination Searches with Life Events

ACAT79 - Weather and Environment

IACA39 — Combination Searches — Business and Occupational

ACA80 — Death Mentions, Funerals & Memorials in Newspapers

ACA40 — Search Ethnic and Special Newspapers

ACA81 - Public Health, Epidemics & Disease in Newspapers

ACA41 — Old Occupations and Their Meanings

ACAB82 - Why You Must Use Combination Searches

ACA42 — Old llinesses and Modern Equivalents

ACA83 - Patents, Inventions & Trademarks in Newspapers

ACA43 - Searching Newspapers in HathiTrust

ACAB84 - Directories, Almanacs & Statistical Listings in Newspapers

ACA44 - Searching Newspapers in Internet Archive

IACA85 - Auctions, Estate Sales & Public Notices

ACA45 - Searching Newspapers in Google Books

ACA86 — Clubs, Leagues & Hobbyist Associations in Newspapers

ACA46 - Use Proximity Search to Maximize Results

ACAB87 — Understanding Article Context Placement, Headings, and
Tone

ACA47 - 25 Dos and Don'ts When Researching Historical Newspapers

ACA88 — Downloading and Citing Newspaper Images Correctly

ACAA48 - Use Boolean Searches for Better Results

ACAB89 — Extracting Genealogical Clues from Advertisements

ACA49 - Try Wildcard Searches for More Results

IACA90 — Historical Laws, Regulations & Public Notices in Newspapers

ACA50 - Find Ancestor Articles Without Searching a Newspaper Data-
base

ACA91 — Agricultural Fairs, Expositions & Trade Shows in Newspapers

ACA51 - Searching for Addresses and Street Names

IACA92 - Religious News, Clergy & Congregational Life

ACA52 - Searching Advertisements for Genealogy Clues

ACA93 — Education, Schools & Students in Newspapers

IACA53 - Searching Legal Notices for Genealogy Clues

ACA94 — Labor, Employment & Trade Unions in Newspapers

ACA54 - Mining the Society Pages: Genealogy Treasures in Local
Newspapers

ACA95 — Science, Medicine & Innovation in Newspapers

ACA55 - School and Student-Related Newspaper Atrticles for Genealogy

IACA96 — Arts, Literature & Cultural Expression in Newspapers

ACA56 - Crime and Civil Court Reports in Newspapers

ACA97 — Social Reform, Philanthropy & Activism in Newspapers

ACA57 - Business and Commerce News in Newspapers

ACA98 — Entertainment, Amusements & Popular Culture in Newspapers

ACA58 - Disasters and Accidents in Newspapers

ACA99 — Shipping & Marine News in Newspapers

ACA59 - Immigration & Naturalization Reports in Newspapers

ACA100 — OCR Workarounds & Text Extraction Workflow

ACAG60 - Birth and Adoption Announcements in Newspapers

ACA101 - Common Terms for Marriage & Engagement in Newspapers
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Monthly Raffle

This past month (October 15th through November 14th), | offered a raffle for all subscribers.
Congratulations to the Raffle Winner Deb Padios!

And what did they win?

_ ULTIMATE
& FAMILY HISTORY

BUNDLE

Storicd Ultansate
NewspaperArchive
StaricdBook™

Yes. A full year of Storied Ultimate—for free. Includes a full year of Storied, a full year of NewspaperAr-
chive, and also the publication of your very own StoriedBook!

| have been a user of NewspaperArchive for over a decade, and have found hundreds of articles about
my ancestors and relatives. | started using Storied over the last year to capture written stories, clippings,
and photos of my ancestors (and myself). And | really like it. It is so easy.

So | wanted to share these tools, and with the cooperation of the folks at Storied we are doing this.
To get an idea of what the winner is receiving and the details of all the options, please go to STORIED

Next month’s raffle will be for the same Storied Prize and will include Existing Subscribers as well as
new subscribers
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Hidden Newspaper Articles — Gem of the Week: School Exhibition Reports
Ever wondered how your ancestors participated in their communities beyond the classroom roll call?

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, many local papers reported school exhibitions, commencements, and public recita-
tions. These articles often listed every student who spoke, sang, or won an award—sometimes with parents or teach-
ers named, too.

Where to Find Them:

” o«

Look in the “Local News,” “Educational,” or “Town and School” sections, especially around spring or summer. Smaller
papers frequently printed long lists of participants, grades, and honors—rich snapshots of early education and local
pride.

What You'’ll Discover:

Names of children and teens who rarely appear elsewhere, clues about family literacy and schooling, and details that
show how a family valued education. These pieces often reveal multi-generational connections—siblings performing
together or cousins mentioned side-by-side.

Why It Matters for Genealogy:

A short mention in a school exhibition report can help you trace childhood years between census records and uncover
where a family lived, who taught their children, and how deeply they were woven into their hometown life.

If you've ever wondered how your ancestors’ lives looked between birth and marriage, search for “school exhibition” or

“‘commencement” in old newspapers—your ancestor's name may be there, printed with pride.

Examples:

RECEIVED DIPLOMAS.
Thirty-Six High School Graduates Are
Awnrdeod Them.

OAKLAND, Can, D\ﬁ. 17. —1\. High
School g their
diplowas 10-day. ‘ho large gymnasium
was decorated with all kindsof foliage and
the National colors and the blg room was
filed with relatives and personal friends
of the thirty-sizx members of the class.

The platiorm presented a rather one-
slded appearance. Of the whole class
ouly six were boys and, sttired in their
black frock sults, they seemed lost among
the thirty young ladies attired in white,

The programme consisted of a few pa-
pers and some musie, but there was a
marked absence of the lengthy emsays that
bave been 50 common in the past and
which bhave made gradusting exercises so

dull.

Principal lecnuoy asnonnced that
the fags on nu at balf
mast in bmnl two plm Leon Perine,
who died Monday, ud e M; who
died W,
class bhas died dunn n» three years d

iy exinence.
President Clement of the Board of Eda-
‘e:;m presented ihe diplomas to the fol-

:

Grace Olive Dunsmosr, m Y oung,
Maribs Gabrielle Watts, Cliaries 81 m.
l:uun Mary '-Il‘u‘ Lecy lln- Inou.

Ethel ftein \'-hnll. lu.u“ 'ho(l Eugene
hon .*vh k Catherize

l 1] !l A “w “l".' I“"- .h=
ilian, Helea Annet ve Lou
MeCalt, Aums Eilzaveth Musas, Louies Mattide
Lisbou, )u- Kliney ln--ol. Joho D-Amnl
Hoftman smmer. l‘n
Gurduer, idnh Crane hlm.

Litise C, nu.n-. Anhu

R Josephine

Lucian Ler, ?uo-. I
Maifida Ellzabeth dmn. nu

e R T
vimboid,

PARENTS SEE
HIGH SCHOOL
EXHIBITIONS

The annual exhibit at the local’
high =chool Friday evening was
well attended by parents and
friends of the students, with ex-
hibits in the art department at-
tracting the most interest. These
exhibits were prepared under the
direction of Miss Gladys Learned,
art instructor. Blogk printing
and weaving as well dg dragings
in all mediums were cn display.

The domestic art depa
‘put on & display of their models,
made by students of the class of
|Miss Jeannette Slagg. The handi-
work of the logical ‘and phys-
Ilc-l science dlitrtmn  also drew
much attention, the
cultural disp
class of

A List of the Senlors Whoe Will
Fake High School Honors
This Year,

The commenvement exercises of the
senlor class of the Stockton high
school will take place about June 25th
At that time one of the largest olasaes
wer geaduated will recelve diplomas
i acknowledgment of the efficlent
work of teachers and the close appll

ation of stadents dariog the past
thies yrars

The class oMcers eleoted at the be
giaplog of the present schiool year
are ws follows: I’rr-ulra'. Ansel 8§,
wl."“!l : “I e ""‘] l"h' |“ LVI'I'
My v-‘~ . un.\l-Ann Revwos
Cevasurer, h r Hosod McCall, Those

wHO Alfe l,.v ted Lo reeoive direct df
plomes st the J~mv- COM meneoment
wre ndmaed i the following Hist

Bosie Austia, [ia Blakey, Eldors Been.

san, Jowiw Charison, Lals C ow, Eibel Dun
or. Bia For, Magge Fitzgerall, Matilds
Fovtane, Hav Kovwr, Mate) Hotton, Anae
Heunter, Edvh Ha A, Lucta Kean

ta, Eis Kilbars, ol rg, Magerr
L musney, Bswema Lambort, Josste Loutein,
Hours t0a Mosn, Mende Marus, Eils Mo
Cennsll, Swelis Milva, Bivers Musts, Latie

Myers, Anss  Reeves,  May  Rolers,
Eacla R, Alle HRdger, M-
we Sharp, Nors St venvon, Mamis Sald

van, Coral Toul, Jimie Vail, Etts White,
Abee Witkisws, Rath Winters, Nellio 2.
walt, Neliie Yauory, Carrie Yardlay, Som
wor Bank r, Honey F Heorkner, Clarios W
Antey, Frod Hopper, Georgn W Lastser,
Frask Heudorsoo, Fred Mowbeay, Walter
saneon Furdinagd McCall, Bart Sath,
Wil Sssnw, Jobn K. Torser, Fred Wor.
tenwerler, William Swaith, Clark Wakefi-Id
CUhester Spencer and Avecl 8, Williamae
-
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Why Your Ancestor’s Age Changes in Every Document (And No, It's Not
Just Bad Handwriting)

This article is shared with permission from Marc McDermott’'s Genealogy Explained website. | strongly urge you to subscribe
to his website at https://www.genealogyexplained.com/subscribe/ IMO his blog is one of the very best to follow daily.

Your great-great-grandfather was 4 years old in 1860. Then he was
10in 1870.

By 1880, he was somehow only 16. Wait, what?

If you’ve done any genealogy research, you've hit this wall. Your
ancestor’s age bounces around like a pinball between census rec-
ords, death certificates, and gravestones.

You assume you’ve got the wrong person. Or maybe the census
taker was drunk.

Or perhaps—and let’s be honest, this is where most of us land—
our ancestors were just really, really bad at math. Here’s the truth
that’ll blow your mind: They weren’t confused.

They weren’t stupid. And in many cases, they weren’t even making
mistakes.

They were living in a completely different world where your age wasn’t a fixed fact stamped on a birth certificate. It was fluid,
negotiable, and often deliberately fabricated for very good reasons.

Let me show you what was really going on.
Nobody Actually Knew Their Birthday (And Most People Didn’t Care)
Quick question: When'’s your birthday? You answered instantly, right?

Now imagine | asked your great-great-grandmother in 1870 the same thing. She’d probably stare at me like I'd asked for her
WiFi password.

Birthdays weren’t celebrated among regular folks in the 1800s. Those parties were reserved for kings, queens, the occasional
rich eccentric—not your average farmer or factory worker.

For everyone else? Your birthday was irrelevant. Age was tracked by stories, not dates.

“Let’s see... little Susie was born in the fall after Jimmy arrived, and Jimmy was born the year the war ended, so that makes her
about... seven? Maybe eight?”

This isn’t ignorance. It's a completely different way of experiencing time.

People lived in a world of seasons and narratives, not spreadsheets and calendars. When a census taker showed up demand-
ing a specific number, your ancestor had to translate their life story into a digit.

That translation was imprecise by design. And here’s the kicker: The 1910 U.S. Census actually warned census takers about
this.

The official instructions told enumerators to double-check any age ending in 0 or 5 because people rounded their ages like we
round our weight at the doctor’s office. The government knew this was happening everywhere.

There Were No Birth Certificates (For Way Longer Than You Think)
You know what most Americans didn’t have in 18807 A birth certificate.
England started requiring them nationally in 1837. Smart move, England.

Meanwhile, the United States took its sweet time, rolling out birth registration state by state like the world’s slowest software
update. Massachusetts started in 1841.

New York waited until 1881—and even then didn’t seriously enforce it until 1913. Georgia didn’t get on board until 1919.
The entire system wasn’t standardized nationwide until the 1930s. Let that sink in.

Your ancestors born in the 1800s had nothing to prove when they were born except family testimony, a Bible entry, or their own
fuzzy memory. When asked their age, they were basically winging it.

This means every researcher faces a hierarchy of trust. A birth certificate from 19207 Rock solid.

A census record from 18507 That’s one person’s best guess on a random Tuesday, recorded by a stranger who may or may
not speak the same language.
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Why Your Ancestor’s Age Changes in Every Document (And No, It's Not
Just Bad Handwriting)

Your Ancestors Lied on Purpose (And They Had Good Reasons)

Let me tell you about the most ruthless form of identity fraud in the 1800s: parents altering their family Bible. Child labor laws in
the late 1800s said kids couldn’t work in factories below certain ages.

But factory wages—even tiny ones—kept families from starving. So when inspectors came around, parents lied.

And when those lies needed backup, they committed the ultimate act of desperation: They changed the birth dates written in
their sacred family Bible. A Wisconsin labor commissioner complained bitterly about this practice.

These weren’t criminals. They were desperate parents doing what they had to do to survive.
But child labor wasn’t the only reason people lied about age.
Boys wanted to enlist. Minimum age for military service? Pad your age by a few years.

One genealogist discovered her great-great-grandfather was in his 60s during World War | but managed to enlist by claiming
he was 15 years younger. Can you imagine the determination?

Men wanted to dodge the draft. The Confederate draft pulled men aged 18-35. The Union draft grabbed men 20-45.
If you were 36 and didn’t want to die in a war, suddenly you were 46. Life-or-death decision, perfectly rational lie.

Couples wanted to avoid scandal. My favorite example: A mother claimed her son was born in December 1856. Baptismal
records and other documents pointed to August 1855.

Her marriage? April 1855.
Four months between wedding and birth would’ve been mortifying. Twenty months looked respectable.

She invented a new birthday, told everyone that version, and it became “fact” in multiple official records. The lie became the
truth.

Old people wanted pensions. When Ireland introduced an old-age pension in 1908 for anyone 70 or older, most people had
no birth certificate to prove their age. Guess what happened?

Mass age inflation. Researchers who compared the 1901 and 1911 Irish censuses found statistically significant evidence of
nationwide age exaggeration.

People aged themselves up to cash in. And honestly? | don’t blame them.
For Enslaved People, Age Was a Tool of Dehumanization

Frederick Douglass didn’t know his birthday. He wrote that enslavers deliberately kept this information from enslaved people,
wanting them to “know as little of their ages as horses know of theirs.”

Age was a form of property. And like everything else about an enslaved person, it belonged to their owner.

In slave schedules from 1850-1860, enslaved people weren’t even listed by name—just by age, sex, and color. The “age” rec-
orded wasn't theirs to give.

It was an estimate made by an owner, used to establish the monetary value of human beings as chattel property. This wasn'’t
record-keeping. It was inventory management.

The 1870 census—the first to list African Americans by name—is both the most important and most difficult record in African
American genealogy. The “age heaping” in this census (where ages cluster at multiples of 5 and 10) is off the charts.

This isn’t sloppiness. It's a scar in the data, a quantifiable record of trauma and erasure.

When formerly enslaved people chose their own ages and birthdays after emancipation, that was an act of reclaiming selfhood.
Frederick Douglass chose February 14th as his birthday because his mother had called him her “valentine.”

The age “errors” in records from this era aren’t mistakes—they’re evidence of people piecing together identities that had been
stolen.

The State Needed to Control You (So It Invented Your Birthday)
Here’s what changed everything: factories, wars, and pensions. The modern state needed to sort people.

It needed to know who could work, who could fight, who qualified for benefits, and who should be in school. Age became the
sorting mechanism.

But you can’t enforce a child labor law if parents can lie about their kid’s age. You can’t run a draft if men can claim any birth-
day they want.

You can’t distribute pensions fairly if everyone over 65 suddenly claims to be 70. So the state did something radical: It took age
away from families and made it a government-issued fact.
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Why Your Ancestor’s Age Changes in Every Document (And No, It's Not
Just Bad Handwriting)

The “Mistakes” Are the Story

When you find your ancestor listed as 40 in one census and 35 in the next, don’t despair. You've just discovered something far
more interesting than a simple birth year.

You've found evidence of how they navigated their world. Maybe they were illiterate and guessing.
Maybe they were dodging the draft. Maybe they were trying to work, or marry, or claim a pension.
Maybe they were reclaiming an identity that had been stolen. These aren’t obstacles to your research.

They’re the texture of your ancestors’ lives. The fact that ages don’t line up perfectly isn’t a bug—it’s proof that real, complex,
clever people lived messy, strategic, human lives.

So next time you're staring at three different ages for the same person, don’t just sigh and split the difference. Ask your-
self: What were they trying to do? What world were they living in?

That’s where the real story lives.

Genealogy Cartoons

PEANUTS
e AND 50, M GRANDMOTHER LEFT HER L
WORLD WART | |J0B IN THE DEFENSE PLANT, When yeu die, PCOPle Iy and
AND WENT T0 WORK FOR THE

:’,:, CAME TO AN LCS for y°‘4 to come Lack,..

but when you do, there's the
rupning and the Sereaming.

TELEPHONE COMPANY...

WE NEED TO STUDY THE LIVES | | You'LL FIND SHE KNOWS

OF GREAT WOMEN LIKE MY | | MORE THAN PEANUT BUTTER

GRANDMOTHER ... TALK TO YOUR

OWN GRANDMOTHER TODAY...
ASK HER QUESTIONS...

COOKIES! THANK 40U!

HOW MUCH FOR A GRAM?

\

T
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The Newspaper Keyword Compendium

Discover 5,000+ proven newspaper keywords across 36 research categories — curated to help you find your ancestors fast-
er. Once you own it, you keep it forever.

“Stop searching blindly — learn how newspaper keywords reveal hidden ancestors.”

The Newspaper Research Academy Annual Subscription already includes everything — all Research Guides, all Video
Guides, all Keyword Compendium Lists, and an ad-free experience on The Ancestor Hunt. If you only want the Keyword Com-
pendium, it's available separately as a one-time, perennial purchase.

Why Use the Newspaper Keyword Compendium?

Most people only search by surname or full name — but that’s just the beginning. To find everything, you need what |
call Combination Searches.

Searching for “Anderson” alone might bring up thousands of hits — but adding context changes everything, for example: An-
derson AND wedding; Anderson AND married; or Anderson AND bride
These kinds of keyword pairings instantly narrow results and surface the stories you actually want to find.

What You’ll Get

The Compendium is an exhaustive, categorized collection of newspaper keywords designed to improve every search. Each
spreadsheet is neatly organized by topic, ready to use or filter in Excel, Google Sheets, or Numbers.

Keyword Categories

® Core Life Events
Births « Marriages ¢« Deaths « Obituaries

® Civic & Social
Community * Society * Religion * Education « Clubs & Organizations ¢ Politics

® Legal & Property
Property & Land ¢ Legal & Court « Probate

® Work & Economy
Occupations ¢ Business & Commerce ¢ Labor & Farming * Transportation

® Service & Duty
Military « Public Service * Immigration & Travel

® Environment & Safety
Health & Epidemics * Disasters & Accidents « Weather

® Culture & Recreation
Entertainment * Sports

® Miscellaneous
Missing Persons * Crime ¢ Tax & Financial * Editorials & Opinion

® Special
Abbreviations ¢ Nicknames ¢ Letter Confusion ¢ Old Occupations * Old llinesses * Phonetic Names * Old State Abbrevia-
tions

Why Purchase the Newspaper Keyword Compendium?

It's a one-time, PERENNIAL purchase. As long as you keep the Google Drive link where the Compendium is stored, you'll
have access forever.

If I add 5,000 more keywords, you’ll automatically have them — no renewals, no extra cost.

After purchase, I'll email you a secure Google Drive link to the complete Keyword Compendium folder. You can view or down-
load them anytime. Just save that link — and you'll always have access to the full, evolving Keyword Compendium.

It’s only $9.95. One purchase—free updates—Forever. Get more info at https://theancestorhunt.com/newspaper-
keyword-compendium.html Use the Discount Code BFRG to save $2.00
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New eBooks from The Ancestor Hunt

ﬁanz;w;z/ﬁ;uﬂ,j Lives

“Community Lives: Finding Everyday Stories in Local Newspapers”

Available via Amazon at https://amzn.to/4qQz1rd

Name Games

Decoding 25 Ways Names Were
Distorted in Newspapers

“Name Games: Decoding 25 Ways Names Were Distorted in Newspapers”

Available via Amazon at https://amzn.to/43bKCao

Hidden Gold

125 Overlooked Types of Newspaper
Articles for Genealogists

“Hidden Gold: 125 Overlooked Types of Newspaper Articles for Genealogists”
Available via Amazon at https://amzn.to/47N5dmC
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The Platinum Premium Program from The Ancestor Hunt

The
An CeStor Ad Free Experience

Premium Content
H u nt 4 eBooks that | have published

PREM'UM 1 paperback that | have

published

PLATINUM - s

Subscribers to the Platinum Level Premium service will receive:

An ad-free experience while using The Ancestor Hunt website each year that you are a member
A Paperback Book of your choice that | have published will be delivered to you.
All 4 eBooks that | have published will be delivered to you in PDF format.

Premium Content will be provided as it is published

Here are the details of how it will work:

Ad-Free Experience

Upon successful registration, you must log in with your email address as your Userid and a Password of your choosing. The
Login link will be on the upper right side of each page on the site. You will need to log in so ads will not be served while you are
on the site and to receive Premium Content.

Free Published Paperback

After you register, | will send you an email requesting which book you wish to be mailed to you and your mailing address. Only
U.S. residents will be mailed the paperback version.

4 Published eBooks

Get all 4 of my published books in PDF format without going through Amazon and get a significant discount.

Premium Content

As | create premium content, members only will be able to access that content.

Cost

The first year cost is $38.99. Subsequent years will be $11.99. There are no refunds if you cancel during any year you are a
member.

Value

The normal price of a paperback is $19.99 plus sales tax and shipping. The normal price of the 4 eBooks through Amazon is
$36.00 plus sales tax.

Registration

To register, please go to the Premium Page at https://theancestorhunt.com/premium.html
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The eBook Bundle

Finding Your |
Ancestorsin Bl Wl
Historica

Newspapers
Newspap

‘ Your Ancestors
Practical Guide ][ or ?‘_"83

to ImprovlngRYour Online o
Newspaper Research Results  IESSSSSECETTEREANAIEESSSNS

?lnégsfors ‘
Obituaries

By KaanefTR-Narrs

By Keneh R Mary

If you were to purchase all 4 from Amazon as paperbacks, you would pay $75.00 plus sales tax and shipping. If
you were to purchase these as eBooks through Amazon, you would pay $36.00 plus sales tax.

By purchasing all 4 eBooks here the price is $27.00. All you need to do is purchase below. After doing so, | will
email you links to all 4 books that you can download as a PDF (for each one).

Just go to eBook Bundle to see more details and to purchase.

All 4 books are still available in paperback at Amazon:

e Finding Your Ancestors for Free: Your Guide to the Best Online Genealogy Archives, Collections, & Websites
https://amzn.to/3GPcbf1

e Improving Your Online Newspaper Research Results https://amzn.to/4fMRZZI|

e Finding Your Ancestors Obituaries: The Complete Genealogy Guide https://amzn.to/3JxiiWB

e Learning More About Your Ancestors Online: Genealogy Guides for Newbies, Hobbyists, and Old Pros
https://amzn.to/3kUrebJ
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Elephind Update

Mammoth Update: Elephind
Collection Just Hit 30 Million Pages!

News(paper) Flash!
We just hit 30 million pages — and counting!

Our newest additions include:
¥ The National Library of New Zealand
&= The Consortium of Pentecostal Libraries

' Plus even more pages from Colorado, New York, Wyoming, and Virginia!

That’s 30 million opportunities to rediscover forgotten stories, trace family roots, or stumble
upon something amazing in the archives.

Start exploring at~ Elephind.com

Lose Yourself. Find the Past.
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Online Newspaper Database Updates for October/November

Chronicling America
Advantage Archives
Veridian

Newspapers.com
GenealogyBank
NewspaperARCHIVE
British Newspaper Archive
Find My Past

Monthly
Newspaper

Updates

Over 1,000 New titles were added by various Free and Subscription databases in the last
month. Here are links to all the updates:

Here are links to all the updates:

o Chronicling America - Not Yet Published
o Advantage Archives - Not Yet Published

e Veridian - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/veridian-adds-updates-292-titles-november-
2025/

e Newspapers dot com - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/newspapers-dot-com-update-
october-2025/

« GenealogyBank - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/genealogybank-adds-updates-25-
titles-november-2025/

« British Newspaper Archive - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/british-newspaper-archive-
adds-updates-41-titles-october-2025/

o NewspaperARCHIVE - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/newspaperarchive-update-
october-2025/

o Find My Past - https://theancestorhunt.com/blog/find-my-past-adds-updates-54-historical-
newspaper-titles-october-2025/
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The Silver Premium Program from The Ancestor Hunt

The
AnceStOr Ad Free Experience
H u nt Premium Content

$11.99 annually

P RE M l U M Value far exceeds price
SILVER

If you don’t want a free book or webinar and want to save some money, you can choose the Silver Level.

Subscribers to the Silver Level Premium service will receive:

e An ad-free experience while using The Ancestor Hunt website each year that you are a member
e Premium Content will be provided as it is published

Here are the details of how it will work:

Ad-Free Experience

Upon successful registration, you must log in with your email address as your Userid and a Password of your
choosing. The Login link will be on the upper right side of each page on the site. You will need to log in so ads will
not be served while you are on the site and to receive Premium Content.

Premium Content

As | create premium content, members only will be able to access that content.

Cost

The annual cost is $11.99. There are no refunds if you cancel during any year you are a member.
Value

You are receiving an ad-free experience and Premium Content for less than $1 a month.

Registration
To register, please go to the Premium Page at https://theancestorhunt.com/premium.html
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The By Location Page

The easiest way to access a particular state’s or province’s list of collections and categories is via the BY
LOCATION page.

This page has a dropdown for each state or province, with a link to the online collections links for every cate-
gory available.

Video Channel

There are now over 60 videos. Check them all out at

The Ancestor Hunt Video Channel

humix | IF eSO |

Most Views

B categories

Where to Fi Why You Should Be .
High SchodIBAILS Visiting TheAncestor 24 Ways to Find

Ohtian) Cenealop Cukce EE =N Hunt Reglarly ' Ancestor Death
online \ | (Over 200,000 - Information
| 336

@ Avout Collection Links) 1

;f Obituary Genealogy Guide % Where to Find High School and A? Why You Should Be Visiting The ﬁ How to More Easily Fi Aj 24 Ways to Find Ancestor Death
45 Ancestr L College Yearbooks Online L~ Ancestor Hunt Regularly L Obituaries in Old Newspapers . Information

E

Most Likes

Obituary Genealogy Guide

—
= | S
. votE
- : NTea)= <
: e —T I @
'A?' How to More Easily Find ﬁ How to Use Abbreviations in ﬁ Chronicling America - Part 3 - A? 9 Reasons Why You Should Be

Obituaries in Old Newspapers Your Newspaper Research to... Finding Articles Researching Voter Records
2 estry cestry try

g Obituary Genealogy Guide

Place Finders

Do you often find yourself wanting or needing to know what county a city is located in or what places might be found in a specific
county?

You could do a Google search but what if you had a handy list that included a list of all the cities, other places, and ghost towns
that identified their corresponding county along with a list of the counties in a state that listed all of the places in that county?

What is a place? Besides cities and towns, you will find that the names of other places may vary from state to state. Most states
have Census Designated Places, Unincorporated communities, Indian Reservations, and ghost towns. Other places may be
known as villages, hamlets, historic districts, townships, boroughs, municipalities, and more.

Each state has a list of all the places in the state and their corresponding county. Each place has a link to a page that includes in-
formation about that place. The page may include geographical information, historical information, current information about the
place and its surroundings, and much more.

Included also for each state, is a Downloadable PDF with two lists: A list of places and their corresponding county, and; A list of
counties with the places that are in that county.

Check out Place Finders

e

wrg d -@NEALOGYBANK

FIND your ANCESTORS

Newspapers and more
(1690 to today)
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Quicksheet of the Month

Finding Your Ancestor’s Neighbors — and How They Can Help Break Genealogy Brick Walls

Why Neighbors Matter

When your ancestor disappears from the records, don’t look for a stranger — look next door.

Neighbors appear again and again in censuses, deeds, newspapers, and probate files.

They often migrated together, intermarried, and served as witnesses or executors.

Tracking the families around your ancestor builds a community map that can expose hidden kinship links and
untangle confusing records.

How Neighbors Can Break Brick Walls

e Prove Identity: When two people share the same name, matching neighbor clusters confirm which is yours.

e Reveal Migration Routes: Families frequently moved as a group — following one neighbor may lead you to your
ancestor’s new home.

e Expose Hidden Family Ties: Neighbors often turn out to be in-laws, cousins, or business partners.

e Clarify Social Context: Knowing who lived nearby reveals religion, ethnicity, and economic class.

e Connect Gaps Between Records: Consistent neighbors across decades can bridge missing censuses or vital
records.

Records That Reveal Neighbor Networks

Record Type Why It's Valuable

Census Records Neighbors appear on the same or adjoining pages — note repeating surnames.
Deeds and Land Grants Phrases like “bounded by” or “adjoining” identify nearby families.

Tax Rolls Sequential names mirror physical location.

Probate Files Witnesses and appraisers were usually neighbors.

Church and School Lists Shared institutions reflect close proximity.

Newspapers “Visited Mrs. Weller” or “helped neighbor Mr. Gates harvest” reveals personal ties.

Search Strategies That Work

When reviewing census pages, record five households above and below your ancestor.
Search deeds for “adjacent,” “corner of,” “bounded by,” and “joining.”

Use maps and plats to plot recurring surnames around your ancestor’s property.

Run proximity searches combining your ancestor’s surname with a known neighbor’s.
Track neighbor names through multiple decades to confirm consistent relationships.
Treat witnesses, bondsmen, or sureties as probable neighbors or relatives.

Example

In 1850 lllinois, two men named John Wilcox appeared in different townships. Only one lived beside the Jackson family —
whose daughter later married Wilcox’s son. The Jackson connection proved which John belonged to the correct family
line.

Where to Explore Neighbor Networks

Bureau of Land Management — Land Patents: https://glorecords.blm.gov
Historic Map Works: https://www.historicmapworks.com

Chronicling America: https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

Ancestry / FamilySearch Census Records

Local and County Plat Books — HathiTrust / Internet Archive

Takeaway

Your ancestor’s paper trail is often faint — but the people who lived nearby left tracks too.
Study their neighbors, and you’ll often find your ancestor hiding in plain sight.

m."“m‘w © The Ancestor Hunt 2025 Visit The Ancestor Hunt at: https://www.theancestorhunt.com

Get the Quicksheet PDF (with clickable links) by Downloading HERE
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Help Your Ancestors Live Forever - Write Your Family History
And Write Your Own History While You're At It

One of my goals in my personal genealogy is to make sure that my ancestors are remembered. Many had no descendants,
so absolutely no one alive remembers them. That's sad to me, which is why | created a couple of family history websites.
But recently | have been seeking even better ways to memorialize their lives. Their stories are important to be documented,

which might explain why | am such a fan of newspaper research.
In any case, here is my favorite tool that | have discovered that provide a unique means to memorialize our ancestors.

And guess what? We need to produce our own autobiographies. We aren't getting any younger and memories do fade.

IIf Storied

The Next Chapter in Family History™

Build your family tree with historical records and bring it to life with vibrant, col-
laborative stories

= Get a 20% Discount for NewspaperArchive and
Join for Free Storied by using the “TAH20” coupon code.

Compare Pricing for Storied

Check out our pricing compared to other popular genealogy sites.

m $4.99/m°

og Other $24.92/mo
D% Other $24.99/mo
$0 $5 $10 $15 $20 $25

Price per month
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